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wJtli Evaiijfc31[Dl Alliiincc nml Metnarimdn 



t>y Sir A. ^aintiRan mid Ml 1 . Illack 
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June 22, 

Dhte. DEltO. MciiioriHtJuin by Mr, Rlscl 



of mi EnttrPtew, 1 willl GlUfid Visicr 

tu 


IU-ligl<jui liberty in Turkey, and ulcclion af 
Frntcstant Veil]. Cmniinimi OhriUknn 


-tiily 3, 

ill ICnriliHln.il. Litrespdndi!lice rcgjwcUn^ .. 

110 

uf abovy will be Formrded tu Sir 


SqsL 1 1 , 

W. White 
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rr&tA'Hiunt Vfkit Etccliuii of M. IJayadjuin 
ftjj[irL L ved by Council of Mhiaten, but ^oihh> 
of the FrotusUmts ubjoci (o him. Forward* 



MemorAEidj af rtval purttps 
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29, 

Ditto. Ditto, Mis actia-n ippFavtd, [Juncurt 
in view <ha‘ UtllCr t^rateylant RagircHuntativc* 
lit Colt, t*H lino pin sliuuld join Her Majesty's 


Oct. u, 

Fmbsnjy in any roprtHentetiODS 10 E'orte 

iaa 

Alie^rd jterMoitioil of ProEostatlt Annelliiua at 
SiTuieon, TLeir Petition to (jnnd Vklw. 


Nov. 13, 

Advlee given witii regard to ,. .. 

Fcrjecuticn of Nirnhki Rfeinli, AhSc^ that 
further representation i bo made ttf Parto on 
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bebnlf of .» 

124 

20. 

Ill-tnutiLuuit of Kicolakl ICffondi. Cojiy of 
No, 8, To lllltiailto that c:l; q is aiiraetin^ 



hiiui-ntiaii [el Kngtund 
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2X1, 

Di(Eo. DiltQ, Stops Id ken witll rfljlld to 

\2ti 

2$, 

IV’HeoiiEiou uf XienlnEti Effendi, Thank* for 
I'Vmgn OtlirTc letter of Ebo LlOtli iautant. 
Driirabiltly uf fieminliy MiLuiJDrtsiig Mlisii of 



Sir Sv. White ,, 

10® 


ERRATUM. 

Page 32, LiiiL- 3, E'or Jl Swil-. " read " Siv.iM. 


Printed for tfo use of the Fardyn Office, January 1889* 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


Further Correspondence respecting Administrative Reforms in the 

Asiatic Provinces of Turkey. 


No. l. 

Sir if. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.-^-{Received January % 1883 .) 

(No. 38L Secret) 

My Lnrd } Constantinople, December 2%, 1887- 

IN tlio copies of dcspMdics your Lrtgsfaip pleased to send m,> ftom 

&? ^ m* m.mrn. m, wm> m xm and i 

»1atnMis npde to the request of one Mustafa Bey, who petitions the Queen 
a aid bogs thd HerMajesty g Gwcrmncnt should favour reforms i a 'Kurdistan with n 
vmw to tlie to power m that province of the romcr system of hc^ife Chiefs, 

and the petitioner further alleges that, lie is the descendant of one of these 

\ our Lordship instructs me to make observations on this demand of Mustafa Bev 
for the intervention of Her ^linje-stv's Government. ^ 

Hi* demand cOwisls in asking that the Sultan should reverse the policy nutsued 
for upwards of tamftr years in this Empire Haulms to substitute the power of the 
Central Government for that of the local hereditary Chiefs. 

It is well fi#r| that for centuries parts of Turkey were inhabited hv warlike 
trthes, Liidependent m their habits, and brought very imperfectly, if at all, uuder tlw 
Huhjcetioti ot [ho Sublime Porte. 

Such was tho case in parts of Syria, in Uosuin, in Kurdistan, and is so still lo n 
great extent m Albania. 

In Bosnia it led lu a bloody ermflict in 1851* when Omer Pasha finally succeeded 
¥ tS Sufh ^ ° f MllhonlTUL ‘ itlin feudalism and re^ubjugated tlm country 

M ivtajor Trotter C.B., has resided as Her STajosty’s Consul in Asiatic Turkey 
and is personally well acquainted with this question, f hare asked him to write li 
Motnoraiulurn on the application of this Be;-, and I lieg to inclose an able and exliaus- 
five statement on Ibis Subject, which dispenses me from troubling your Lordahm with 
any lengthy remarks of my own. 1 

i t must ]ikewisiH be borne hi mind that the Armenians who have Mtrnoteil of late 
yefljf^o much attention in England would suffer oven more by being mdueed under 
Kurdish Chiefs than they actually do non under a corrupt Osmituli bureniieracy. 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) IV, A. WHITE. 


In closure in No, L 

(,y Major TnUwm lh subject matter of the Marquis of SaUsbttru'e 
^ ^ ^ JjespQtfh Ao, 284 (JS '.ffomvt m Kurdistan), 

fe 1 ” Kurdlshm, treated of in Lord SalUbury^ despatch 
^ ^eoict, (ii the 10th Noieinher, may be considered under two he&js?— 
t. lathe mtevventiou of Her Majesty’s Govern men f desirable f 

r««] b 


No 
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9, Is ft return to the former system of partial autonomy under hereditary Chiefs 
cither desirable or practicable V 

With reference to the first point, i would observe that the LXIst Article of the 
Treaty of Berlin inyol?ed the application of amcli oral ions and reforms demanded by 
local requirements in the provinces inhabited by the Armenians, and the guarantee of 
their security against the Circassians and Kurds. No one has worked harder than 
myself under successive Ambassadors (from 1878 to IS31) in the unsuccessful 
endeavour to get these reforms carried out; but I recollect in 1880, whin the Ambas¬ 
sadors of the Great Powers were taking the LXIst Article into serious consideration, 
and I had been urging that, in a joint note to be addressed by the Ambassadors to the 
Porte, special attention should be drawn to the sufferings of the Rayahs Kurds,* which 
were often greater than those of the Armenians, it was pointed out to rue by 
Mr. Goldsen, who was then Her Majesty’s Special Ambassador, that however much ho 
might wish to bring the sufferings of the Kurds to I he notice of the Porto, it would be 
impossible to got the other Ambassadors to unite in going beyond the provisionsof the 
Berlin Treaty, where the Kurds were not mentioned, except as individuals from whom 
the Armenians were to be protected. 

As is well known, the Armenian provinces practically remain imrdtormed, and 
although at one time the Porto made some capital out of the fact that the Executive 
authority in the provinces had been entirely separated from tiie Judicial authority, a 
reform of very doubtful benefit, as was pointed out at the time, yd even this reform 
has been practically cancelled by a recent Order of the Porto, restoring to the Governors- 
General power to interfere in the working of the Judicial Tribunals, 

Considering, therefore, that the LXIst Article has never been carried out. as 
regards the Armenians, it would not apjHXir to be expedient for Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment now to raise the question of reform amongst the Kurds. 

As. regards the second question: "Is rt return to the former system of partial 
autonomy under hereditary Chiefs desirable or practicable ?” I would remark that 
such a proposal coming from the son of Brdcr Khali Aislia, seems particularly 
inappropriate. 

licder 'Khan Iberia, bolter known as Heder Khan Bey* was the hereditary Chief 
of Bahian, a mountainous district lying north-east of Jorireh, on the Tigris, and was 
r mt by any means like Prince of the vlwle of Kurdistan, as Mustafa Ali implies in his 
letter 'addressed to I hap Majesty the C^ueen of England, There were many other 
Chiefs in Kurdistan of nearly equal power and rank, notably the Beys of Sulim,anich, 
TTckkiari, Amadiah, and Rewandfiosi, besides numc$u& other less influential Chiefs. 
Seme of the descendants of the SulimBcdeh Beys sLill exist, and one of them with 
wliom I am personally acquainted looks down on the Bader Kb an family as parvenus,. 
although I believe the Beys of Bobbin and Am&dkh both claimed to bo direct lineal 
descendants of the. Iasi, Ahbasidc Caliph. 

Ahoul a. u. 18-10, when tho Turkish authority in Anatolia was greatly weakened 
by tho successes of the famous Mehomet \li of Egypt, and in Knnlistom might 
busily be said to exist at all, Iteder Khan Sby, of Boh ban, w r ns appointed Governor or 
Muisclliitiof Jorireh ; and shortly afterwards the Porte farmed to him I lie revenues 
:lh d government of the Province of Jcbil Tar (Midvad and surrounding districts), 
containing ft mixed population of .Syrian-Jacobites and Kurds. This greatly increased 
Ids influence and authority, and enabled him, with the help of his ally, Nusrullah, Bqy 
of Uekkiuri, to lay waste and destroy in 18±3 and 18LI the Ncstoriun districts of 
Tivari and Dh, murdering in cold blood the mother, sisters* and brother of Afar 
Shinwon, the Neatoritm Patriarch, as well as more than 1,000 Nestorians. men* 
women, and children. He also carried away and shld into slavery many hundreds of 
the survivors. 

The British Ambassador nt Constantinople used his good offices for the res I oration 
ihf order and security, and many of the slaves were released and restored to their 
homes. The Ambassador opened up relations with Bader Khan Boy through 
Mr. Stevens, our Vice-Consul at Mosul, and oven Rent to that Chief a present of a 
valuable pistol and knife j but in spite of all this, Hcdcr Khan in 18 If! made a fresh 
expedition into the Nesborian district of Tohoma, and giving out that this time be 
would take no captives to be subsequently released by the British Consul, gave ardors 
ihat all women and children should he pul to tho sword, an order that was mtJtosly 
curried out, and it is said that several thousands perished. 

The following year the Turks sent a military expedition against him, which, after 


* Or aioialritut 


defeating him in the open at Jezircii, besieged bis stronghold in the mountains where 
ho had taken refuge. Eihding the game up he surrendered himself ami was carried 
prisoner to Cofl^autinople—his country passing under more direct Turkish rule. 

It is hardly to the descendants of such a 111.111 that one would think of handing 
over the government, of the country, although it. must; lie admitted that, according to 
the testimony ot Mr. Consul Stevens who visited him in 1884!, the country under his 
direct rule was far more prosperous than neighbouring parts of Kurdistan under 
Turkish rule. 

Bahri Bey, one of the sons of Boder Khan, was employed by tho Turkish 
Government to collect Kurdish irregulars during the List Tureo-ltussiau war, and 
great compbinp wore made against him by tho Christians who lived in the recruiting 
districts visited hy him. 

Two other Runs, Osman and Hussein Beys, escaped from Constantinople in 1S7H, 
raised the standard of revolt in Kurdistan, and obtained temporary possession ofBjrrireh 
and Schernach (near: Snort), hut their following never mustered*much more than fi,00t> 
men, and they were easily defeated by a small body of troops soul against them, 
assisted Isy other neighbouring KuplLsh Chiefs, for it has always been'1 be Turkish 
policy, never a difficult one in Kurdistan, to set tribe against tribe. On this occasion 
the rebel Boys did not ill-treat the Christians, whose assEsIanco they were anxious to 
obtain, in their struggle against the Turks. I was at Jlmrbdkir at the time, and raw 
the rebel Beys brought in as prisoners. They were subsequently taken to Constant!- 
ncplc, when one of them was made an Aide-de-camp to Jtis Majesty the Sultan* 

Another son, and the one 1 have always understood to be the eldest son of Bed&r 
Khan Pasha, is Mod jib Pasha, whom I knew formerly as Governor of Aid in. He is 
how Governor or Uscup, and is, I believe, fecnallV known to his Excellency Sir 
William White. 

That the present state of Kurdistan is mosl deplorable, 110 one can deny. A 
peru^d of Lieutenant (now Colonel) CliM'm&idc's ltepovta in I*S2 (sets printed papers 
on Asiatic Reforms (1882), Conlldeu frill, Xu. IfiO), :ls well aa my own Reports 
published in various Blue Books, afford convincing proof of this. Sir Charles Wilson 
drew special aticut ion to tho passages in Lieutenant Cliormsidc ! s Ileporta, " describing 
! ho desolation, mirny, and depopulation which follow the establishment of Turkish 
rule, with its neeompi raiment of needy, incompetent officials, in those districts which 
have been until recent years partially or wholly independent' Colonel Cheimsido 
writes at the close of his Report: “ It is, of course, too late to put the Beys back 
again, and a highly numerous and efficient gendarmerie Is beyond the reach of 
Turkish finance, if not of Turkish organization. A system similar in principle to the 
old in rendering the districts locally responsible, might be attainpi.-d, with the local 
Councils and police spoken iff in Abidim Pasha's nob;. The tribal divisions offer 
certain facilities. 

"If the people elect their commune rulers I hoy will elect I heir own oppressors, 
and if they are Government nominees (he result will be fhe same as at present,, The 
only hope would seem to bo the rather utopian one of getting good subordinate 
Government officials to control the local ones. 

es Tho oft^repeated proposal of picked Governor-Gone m Is, with power to choose 
their subordinates, a critical experiment with Turk*, and n measure of the doccntm- 
bimtion so hateful to SUtmboul, would seem tlia only moans, short of foreion aid. ttkelv 
to insure this*” # 

I haw inyaell ill former yearn, over and over again repealed, that the Turkish 
laws are good, and that all that in wanted both in tho Armenian Provinces and in 
Kurdistan are good honest competent Governors, having extended powers, and able hi 
select their own subordinates, and us far ns fjos.sible independent of Constantinople, 
which is the focus of everything that ia bad in the Ottoman Empire. Although 
Kurdistan is now uj&ftitoly poorer, and even more miserable Hum in tho days of tho 
uncoutcated powers of the old feudal Boys, the country would pmbablv become Ktill 
wbge off if an attempt were made to revert to tho old system, which indeed still oxriU 
ml a limited scale in some A® the more inaccessible mountain districts of Kurdistan, 
where the condition of tho CJiristiau Rayahs is most deplorable. One great and most 
beneficial reform was effected by AlifiUui Bey in 1880, when, with my most- cordial 
approval, lie. exiled some twenty or more of tins most inffuentinl utul meat mmopular 
Boys isi South hurdirtim, The condition of the population both Christian and Kurdish 
rapidly improved, hut after somewhat more than a yoar’a absence most of the Boys 
were allowed to escape, and returned to can y on their misdeeds, the Turkish authorities 
not often having the power* oven had they possessed the will, to restrain them. 
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1 cotisiflur that any attempt to revert to the old system -ffouldbe most undesirablei 
but. even supporing it. to be btheirwise, it is utterly impracticable as long as tbe Saltan 
continues to reign at Constantinople. 

(Signed) HENRY TROTTER, mw* 

Constanlmaple. December 20 * 1887 . Military Attache , 


No. £. 

S*y ir. flTn'ie io the Marquis of Salisbury ^{Received January 1G, 1888.) 

M^i' Lord ^ Canstautiiwpk t December 28, 1887. 

* ' [ HAVE the honour to inform your Lordship that Bfflfroufc which up till now has 

been under the Yrdi of Syria, has been erected into a separate viluyet ( and that Ali 
p afi ha f formerly Ottoman Ambassador in Paris, a man of honest reputation but of 
small abilities, has been unpointed tbe first Governor of the new vilayet. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 



gi r JT. JFTnfe to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received January 23 .) 

(No. 10. Confidential.) 

My Lord Constantinople^ January 14, ISr8, 

FROM the Rbporfs of Mr. Lyres, dated the 2nd May, No, 18, Confidential, and 
forwarded to your Lordship by me on the 1,0th Hay, 1887, in. No. 171, and of Mr. 
ConsuM tenoral Eiaridgca Nos. i!» and 42, dated (lie 1st August and the 34-th October 
Of lust year, forwarded with mine Nos. 2&9 and m of (be nth August and the 
(jib November, 1887, your Lordship will have observed how the Administration of the 
Lebanon is tainted by corruption and tbe view cntetlateH in highly reliable sources 
el the malpractices of JK upelian Eflondi, the son-in-law of the ltovei , ruir"(b'iicL , £il 1 mu! 
these grave complaints arc eorroboMted by same Notables from the Lebanon, who 
addressed 4 Petition in several Embassies at (-'oTtsbrint inoplc in August lust, of which I 
have the honour to indose n translation, 

I had some comiuiiniefttion with the French Embassy at the time, but did not see 
iiiiy wav to take action at the Sublime Forte t 

■ Quite lately Count MontelmUo bits sent me a private message, through the 
yeeiebny of Embassy, Count Jaresayiiski, to the efled that ii‘ 1 foil inclined to make' 
official representations to Hu-Grand \ lMiep with a view to ICupcIinn s removal from his 
post, his Excellency would be quite prepared to give Mo Ids official support, but on no 
account could be take the initiative, although he was fully convinced ol the 
corruptness of this official, and would desire io have him removed from the LcbuJfinn 

I am aware ihftt Mir. Lldridge is strongly in favour of such removal, 

II is, indeed, ait anomalous position 1hal, whilst we arc constantly complaining to 

the Sublime Porte of the alleged cumtpli-.. Ibis or that individual functionary in 

distent provinces of the Empire, there should be such hesitation in pressing on the 
Mmillion of the Ottoman (tevdrrmumt weU-authcutkated charges against unofficial 
holding an appointment in Syria, a province in. wdiich the interest oi Europe bus been 
always very warm, and where we have Treaty rights. h 

There are, however, several reasons which make me pause before accept mg she 
Erenuh Ambassador’s suggestion. There is, fimt, the suspicion sue?* ol the Sultan, Hum 
Ibtlaci intrigues, and last, not least, the fear of provoking a Governor’s crisis in Syria, 
which might prove highly iiuronvcnieiit.- at this moment, as Wassu Tosha, is devoted to 
his own son-i lid aw, and might resign, when we should ha thus unwillingly bringing on a 
great coin plication j and aft hough Sheikh Abd-el-Malek assuredus that M ossa Eash-i. 
whs the aervilf? creature of France, 1 should not be surprised to tind that they had had 
enough of him. 

j ndor the circumstances, 'I consider it my duty to lay the whole case before your 
Lordship, aud to await your further instructions. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W, A. WHITE. 


hidosurc in No. 3, 


Petition addressed tit his Excellency the AitJ/assudor of England (it Constantinople- 

THESE petitioners, i.ho Notables of the Lebanon, submit that the condition of 
the inhabitants of the Lebanon at present is a, pitiful cue, and would causa you 
to Ted compassion In order to release the Lclwuon from it. It is an unhappy fate' 1 
And how can it be otherwise ¥ The pencil of the inhabitants of our country is being 
disturbed, aiul the special Constitution granted us by the clemency of the Sublime 
Porte and guaranteed by your Government and by tbe other Great Powers is being 
violated without restraint. 

Itehold, the man is Qnpelian Fftemti, son-in-law 6f Wasai Pasha, our present 
Governor j and he has obtained great intlucnce with his father-in-law, the Governor, 
and the keyset the Government of the Lebanon have fallen entirely into his oppressive 
hands. And he uses this influence to further his personal aims, which ate limited to 
e love of bribery and the accumulation of wealth, and since be joined his hither-in-law, 
the Governor, he lias always contrived by every means and on every pretext to take u 
bribe ; fco that bribery has become very strong in the Lebanon, and muter the 
protection of its patron, Q,upolian Effendi, it is. attacking rights and pi metering 
property and selling people. 

En this way the inhabitants of the LeMnon are reduced,with their poverty and 
their narrow fortunes and ibeir small resources, to ruin and destruction j and many 
have been forced to floe front their beloved country to the neighbouring provinces. 
And statements setting this out have appeared in the newspapers, and bis Excellency 
Mbissa Pasha has read them* But no good at all came of it; for ho (Quprliau EfTendi) 
convinced his father-in-law by the cunning pretence that this was an intrigue got up 
by men with selfish rums and political ends, an idea not to be entertained for a 
moment. For we have no doubt, nay, are quite, sure, that the Consuls-General el the 
Towers, and yours among them, are as well aware of these facts as we are. But each 
of them shrinks from taking the initiative in exposing the truth, and they each leave 
it to tho other. 

And so our interests have been sacrificed to this indolence. 

Now, wo pray your Excellency to compel your Consul in Beyroul to report the 
truth of the matter to you. 

And we have no doubt that he will confirm what we have said in our Petition, or 
even more; and then your kouI and your love of fair play will bum to root oul this 
evil by removing Qupelian E fiend i from these parts, 

Wc adjure you by the honour of England to free us ns soon as possible. 

And if by any remote possibility your Consul should not confirm, what we have 
aaid, then all we can say is, that we are ready of our own free will to declare ourselves 
Mussulmans if il he proved flint v r e do not apeak the truth! Which God forbid. 
This is our Petition, and the matter rests with you, 

(The Petitioners, the Notables of Lebanon.) 

August 18, 1887. 


Tht Marquis of Salisbury in the Earl of Lyttou. 


(No. EL) 

M y Lord, Foreiyu Office t February l, 1888. 

I TRANSMIT hiyour j'Aecltency herewith a copy of adesputeh from Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Constantinople, f respecting the corruption which 3s said to exist in the 
administration of the Lebanon, and the nui!practices of KupeJian Effendi, the semrin- 
Jnw of the Governor-General. 

i annex also a copy of my reply A instructing Ids Excellency to press the French 
Ambassador to join with jam in representing to the Porte Kupdian E fiend E’h misconduct, 
and in urging his removal from the Lebanon. 

It would bo desirable ihat your Excellency should represent, the matter to the 
I’reudj Gavanmunit, and should nsk that their Ambassador at Conatantinoplc may 


ret rive mst motions to act with Sir W. White in regai’tl to It. 






Copies e>[ the previous Reports op 1 lie subject from Sir U\ White and the 
CmiB^tc-General at Roy rout are inclosed * 


I suit, &c, 

(Signed) SA11SBU R ^ - 


No. o. 

The Mttrqvfc <*f S&lhhtiry lr> Sir W. White. 

(No. 26.) Foreign Ojfice, Feiumry 1, I88S< 

lTf L HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No. 16* Conftlcntia^di the 14th 
ultimo referring to the corruption which 1b stated to exist in the Admiiustnition ot the 
fty gZ mnlpi'actioea of Kupalinn Elfonffi, tte «-te °* «* Ow*™- 

[ rom yJL despatch that the Reneh Ambassador is equally convinced 
ul ' the misconduct of \hh official, and desires his removal from the Lebanon, and that 
lie has in eonscqfe pressed liis m.dme S s to support^ ^ 

ndtaas to tins Fwto for this purpose, though l»o drchiicnto toho th.^initjP-trvc 

Under these circumstances, your lixeeUency requests to hi furnished 

hatmeti® as to the course which you should pursue, . pmlriW 

di e evidence against, Kupdiun EffencH fiftwahed by Mr.Con^l-Goneral Etodge 
i, „ 'from.! end l.hfronlimumco in olT.ee is likely to Imre so injurious m effect, that! 
do not think Her Majesty's Goyammont would he justiftcd m abstaining from lay 8 

1 1 m mutter before the TurkisU Government. , „ ,,, * 

Vour Excellency should press the French Ambassador to jom with you m 
representing to the Porte KupeUan lllYcndi’s misconduct, and in requesting ins rem<n a 

frnin^the UtaMt Xlnb . lsKndor , lt Vlirh win bo instructed to ask tin- French Govern- 

mern to iiistriict’l’iiunt dc Montebello to aet with yon m thl***^ 

(Signed) §ALIB.I3U R i. 


No, U, 

Memorantfum left by Rudm l^hn, tWnwn t 13 , 18 SS. 

IHHANCHB dernier deux Chretiens sVdant livrfe a des iiieouvenants dewnt 
S>i | ^ Libsm, los dames tfusulmagw habitant. 

-..queues its nSponditont par d<* toto-- 
T 1 • f „ES leur uva.it jotd dm uiertos, les Chretien* ripostin',.t eu iaisnd. 

f 8 ® ill ■ , imUvidus. Fondant qo'ils les memuont imfio&te, lcuta 

drW^Li les prism,uicre, ot uttaqui ront 
S hfttous, ot d'anues-h-feu. Dos rente**dtant 
l! s . , u ^’, '[■,,( rfinrimiSo. dualquca-iuiB dcs agwaacuw lureni anelcs, no 
:irri\t'!*, la riXQ tut TibliSs' blessA II y n ou pms victims outre morts 

wriu VesMmulmto6,hovnmes etfommea, qui n’etuieiit pas arincs. L # 

:l otf retabi; ct ];i justice sulvrn son corns* 

Lamin'#), le 13 I'VWh’r, 1.88b- 


No* 7* 

Sir Ff. IFArte lo the Mnryu** Sali?ib\iri{.—iliecenrd February 17 *) 

{No* Cphfldon'iuL) Cmstimtinapte, February 1, 1888* 

”• Foil the last two 

f^^in^herelsoi 1 the persons who had heen arrested at Coustantiuople. 


* Sir \V WhilwKo* 171 ami as(5 
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hihlonffin^ to itLU Avmcnbn nation were it* have been hljeratcjU bnl.tins expi^tation 
i _ n 2t been roalbed- It is to he Imped, however, that tliis will he done shortly, and 
Ms'it ns booh as the atifeiities discover their mistake, orders will be scat to the w\ eiul 
, +3h (.^ s inhabited by Armenians* to put an end at once to the vexatious uieasu»^ 
adonted in these localities on insuffioient gtounds of suspicion, and which hnvj m 
reality produced, it appears, the very irritation amongst the Araieumii dement which 

they Lr^on^n^tl^ was an idea of proclaiming martial law in some of those 
Armenian districts, but !6rtiul$fcjy the Sultan hesitated to adopt so rigorous ft 
inmimre fot which* really* there was not a shadow of necessity. 

Indeed I am assured by wclMnfomcd pci®s that, the scare has been caused by 
the denunciations of two Armenians who wanted, by this means* to curry favour m 

“'"‘‘omMiniifsc resides at. itoualchunk; his name is Caiandirm Agop his antcmVeuts 
K i M t„ l,c bv no means CMlitl.1.1,:, and his in formation consists in the allegation o' 
r.vistenoc of a Secret Amienian Committee at Bucharest, . . 

The other informer is one called Shablian* who, having been cxcommimicuvod by 
the Arjncniau Fntr|juch lately for gross immorality, became a Mussulman and an 

sp C ^/^ommSoii has been sitting at the Palace for tho puiq^ ol making 
iiinufrioB as to ibiw proposed conspiracy and proposing measures lor the Impeual 
sanction in irtmsequence. Tlio above-named renegade Shablian sits 
wlilch is ureiidM by Dervish 1'aslia* and its composition not such as to inspire 
SS fairness. Ri,a Fasha* the friend of the Russian Embassy, W 
Paslia whom we had such trouble in getting turned out from Aleppo* and two KmriSj 
who as such are Gnomics of all Armenians, sit on this Commission, which has at its 

serYia^iium^^^f ^ ^ Crncid Yi/.ier obtained the Sultan^ leave U> call upon 

four of the leading Armenians in the 1 Tigerial service to give some e\plana6mu as to 
the condition of the Armenians, 

These consisted of __ . *, . 

1, Art in E Rendi, U n der*Secretary for h oreign Atla i rs. 
o Valian Effiidi* Undor-8euretaiy for the Bapartment ol Justice* 

$. ^ervitclirui RfendU Senator; an4* 

4 Nouiian Effcndi* a. Councillor ol State. n f +u n 

Tliis ikqiutalion laid befom IBa llighnm llx of ‘“h, H,,“ u^e 

Armenian nation to the Sultan* but at the same time made ^jfescntoons m 
ill ,111 Trunk mid courageous ou tliu subjccl of llie errors committea atdy m ^ ^^ - 

ment 0 f their tuo, pi ot tliq danger incurred l)y such a course should the popiu.lm), 

|U ^Tlu'y ^reconuneiiiled the prompt mstoriitiou to his high eeclesiastical timclmus of 
the Armenian (Gregorian) Patriarcli, win, liad ivantod to resign m consequence of tho 

^ rt ^^to|KfW^^ ***** <“ -- HI 'V «« 

Satan's comntonils. wit h Hie deep attention it deserves, but imfortunafely 

do * W SppcStaW of exercising any good offices on it with the remotest 

prospect of doing any good. j havs> 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE. 

p §_Since writing the above I have received a despatch from tier Majesty'* 

Vice-Consul at Van, copy of whieh I have the honour to inclose. ^ w 


Inclosure 1 in No* 7 , 

Suppressed ^Irtidilc in the “ Levant HeraM" 

IT is a matter of coagmtulu-iion fot nil partiuft thrd the Qrtwid Vidpr sJujuU^ bnvo 
thought fit* at s. somewhat lining juncture, to request lho Armcnifin laLniuvh lo 
withdraw his resiguatimi* and that his Holing jsliould have &augy acoupted the 
assurances of l,bo Gfirnd Vizier* und acceded without hesitakon to the wishes ot his 
Hi^hnc^s, which, of course, reflected iliosc of hi* Majesty- ibis puts an end to tbc 
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Armenian cris&r—if the aggregate of certain recent incidents to no great moment will 
1 ,-a]- >jo big a name—and restores confidence between the Central l-revernrneto ant ,i 
nooptolbut lias lived peaceably and usefully under (lie Ottoman sceptre foit 1 lie last 
live centuries. The AjRUMuni people, like every other, If* its distuigtiglimg: 
diaraetcrislios,, its peculiar virtues and its* faults; but amongst these latter' that of 
political restlessness is not discoverably Tti this respect tlung is a great ilifiercnec 
between the Armenian ntoe and those other races which have figured so nronnmuitly 
In (Ilo history of Eastern Europe since the beginning of the century- Ihc national 
sense in the Armenian h not connected with any territorial idea ; n is, *<> p Sl ?r 3 . 1 '! 
abstraction; its regard is retroactive. There fore to accuse the Armenian sot political 
dichfoatioiiB is an obvious calumny, and it is very satisfactory^ to sec tbat.it has been 
so treated bv the Government. The conditions oi existence of the Armenian p< upk m 
(.hose province which contain Ike bulk of the nation arc not entirely happy, for there 
is much lo disturb the quiet* sober* r<>utta fere life which is most accept Mb to t lit. 
national tastes. The whole region swarms with foreign agents and agitator^ whege 
profession it. is to stir up the Armenians against Urn auiliontics and to excite t ie 
fiuthorilies against the Armenians. The Armenian masse, are u.ieuimaied, au the 
bulk of them do not understand the motives or even detect the pin pose 
sympathizers with their hardships. The atoliorfes are not superior to Ottoman 
provincial authorities elsewhere ■ there may he excellent fuiietionarjob among^ hem, 
but a certain proportion of them will always lull shod oi perfection mid, <w i it ■ p- 
wise pure, may have more seal than discernment, or even more personal than public 
SS SSrge Of their duties. Then, again, IbeArmemans have — 
able neighbours in the Kuril* who in their turn are mlluciuiod by foicign a c lues. 
In short, the social conditio# the Baatem provinces of Asia Minor pres^^juy 
special fKitiu'es juid comprises many conflicting e omenta. It thus dauni consha ^j 
ni the hands-oi the Central Government the careful and statesmanlike handing ulnAu 
thanks to' the Sovereign’s perspicacity, It is now receiving or about to receive. 


■Enclosure 2 in No. 7* 

Vice-Consul Russell to Sir W. JF'fo’te, 

g. Van, January IS, 1688. 

] I (,\t E the honour to inform your Excellency that Ihc Vali is still sending in 
orison the Armenia™ of Ann, rind there are now twenty of all ages in prison, r ')^J 
w its t None of these prisoners have been brought before any t ribunal in hi tin d, 
M have they been informed for what oJIbure they are iuearemted. lUey have been 

siniTilv seized by the police by order of the Yali, , * . f 

Every Armenian is now living in a state of tourer. No documents or hooks of 

iinv jmnQVtaiEe have boon found in the bouses searched. .... , Ll - vni? 

1 ] tan assure your Excellency that there is not the slightest reason Cor 1 hi. Yah 
using sueb harsh in ensures against the Armenians. Tl mrCjia J»t. 1 he lightest evidence 
of their 1 laving at present shown any disloyally to the TurMi Government, or that 
(hev im 1 intrtouinir wifcli any other Government to obtain then blui i. 

to n»Ui:m lias .» .Ucfl Out. Tl.™ is a ,mtjv W> fad£ ” >>0 

seorotly bone to see IV day whon tin- Treaty of Berlin is fully iiamal out. ita» W 
iliL* verv iteoulo who counsel the A.‘meniujis to wall and hav.- pa.tonco. 

IlVJk-llv ridiculous for tV Turkish Oovcmment to tar the Ynu Armenians, 
tvs they are perfectly broken in courage and the abject slaves of the I mbs, and, to gt m 
favour with them, even intrigue against their own nation* 

Wind they would do if they■ were united and supported bj a Inu^n n , 

cannot sav, , « 

b I am, Ac, 

(Signed) J. iUjT'SEhk. 


No. 8. 

$ jr ir M'Aita to ike Marqm 0 / tfMiYtury .—(Rewired February 17.) 

(Xo. r, J. Confidential.) r„ ns ,„,uimjih, February !>, 18BS. 

' IN'* iny despatch No. 1(1, Confidential, of ihc 11th ultimo, I tat IV Honour to 
rt .|ior! .... Ihc subject of the cori-nplioii in the OoTofefnt of Uio Lebanon, and of the 
difficulties of bringing tho matter before the Bubllw 1 orte. 


1 now lutvo tlui honour to inclose the copy of a Petition I have revived ta“ 
certain iidiabitanta of the Lehau^i, wdtlnmt signatures! complaining of the corruption 

of I should like to send n copy of it to Hr, Eld ridge, 

-mlhoriziiur him t f > use his discretion in making some observation to \Vaasa lasbaon 
the siibiect of the conduct of bis son-3udaw, Koiipelinn, as to which there appears no 
limi'hi Ihd calling the serin us attention of the Vn-li on the subject, cautioning Ins 
Excellency that., however unwillingly, the Towers may be compelled to take notice 

of lt I iiave, &o, 

(Signed) YV, A. WHITE, 


luclosnre iu No. 8. 

Petition from inhabitants of the Lebanon to the Representatives of the (treat Powers. 

C'EST #x Rcpverentauta des Giaiulefi Puissance* garantes flu Rfeglement 
OrEs'iiiiLiiu 1 , uue nous vous lulressons dans not re dcti'esg; on les conjurant encore' 
tfiefois de nous arracber au griffics du vautoir immondt d mpaoo qm devah&c k 
Liban ct v seme la corruption ct hi division. 

N'oua vouloms purler de riufilme eL ignoble Iviipdian Effeudi, Cei lpumo e4 
callable de toutc?s lies v dailies cfc de toutes p monstruosltf’s, ce ^mnnenl ne Je serait-d 
pas lui quL a ose attenter a Phonneur de son bcau-pere Yasea Pasha, _ 

Avck iiitid do nous, Engaged v<?s Consuls ^ licyrent de vous temr an eourant de 
In verife, ct dans ypa sentinients de loyaulo VO us n iidaitcroz pas a lots do (alrc droit a 

nos plaints. 

Oali, Janvier. 1888, 


No* y. 

The Furl of Litton to the Manptu of Sdidurif.—{Recriatuf February 17.) 

K» Paris, February 16, 1888. 

k 1 HAVE the honour to transmit herewitli re your taudslup [i copy ol ^ not? 
verbal? ill which, in obedience to the instructions contained iu your Lordships despnit-Ii 
No. 51 of the list instant, X have asked that the French Ambassador at Gonstantnmple 
slrnuld receive instruct tans to mH with Sir William White iu representing to the 
Porto the malpractices of Kupcliau Effeudi, and in urging his removal from the 

L ' k3>an01l ‘ I have, &c. 

(Signed) LTTPON. 

r 8—Since writing the above I learn f§>m the Trench Fopgn Ofitaa that 
iCuuelinn KUbudi has ]mn at, Coiistanlinoplc for the last few weeks, hawng been 
summoned there by the Porto, hut it is not known; what arc the l urtes intentions wilb 

regard to ltim T ^ 


fuclosuic in No, 9, 

Note Verbah. 

THE at tent toll of Her Majesty's Go vcinmcnt has been called by Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Constantinople and from othci -soureos to the corruption now emstmg 
in the ad mini strati on of the Lebanon, mid lo the malpractice ta Kujwlian Lilcrnb he 
citm-iiidaw of the Ctoveriwr-GonomL Her Majesty’s Uovernmei.i. are of opmm thai 
Ihc evidence against tbie olbcial is so dremg, and his oontiumco m ohicr is likely to 
hnvo so injurious an dtact p that they do not feel justified in iibsbumug rom aying 
the matter before the Turkish Government, and they have mb tone ted Sir \\, \\ lute to 
endeavour to obtain the powerful support of the French Ambassador m njfpreseutnig 

r&atfii D 
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tw the Port© fapeUau MencU's misconduct, and in icquosiuig Ms vcmo^L from the 

Ij.h.inon^^r M Government have reason to boliJL that Count, de Montebello is 

fully aware If the gating state of things in the Lebanon, and is equally convinced of 
SapS misdoings, they trust that Sir W. White mayhe sunc^M in obtom^ 
his Excellency’s co-operation, and they would learn with satisfaction that Count do 
Montebello had received instructions from hie Government to act m concert with 
Sir William White hi the matter. 

Ports, February 10, IBS'S. 


No. 10. 

The Earl of Lyt ton to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(R-eceirfi) February 22.) 

{No 116 .) psrw, Friruary 21 , 1888 . 

1 WITH roioauee to my teJUdK No. 101 ot the 16th instant, I I.*™ 
.aivateW that, in conscience of the representations which I mhh-essed lo ^ 0 ft«nc . 
I^Winn Office with record, to the nnlpracticcs oi Kupclisn JlonAi in the ,..m , 
CTffiS ltas been instructed in the matter Wt i hare., 
ollteial intimation of the exact terms of the instructions which Ins Exceltawy >■ 

received. | have, &c. 

(Signed) LITTON. 


No. 11. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White, 

1 ffi* * b :K ie> , Jforemi Oj?«, February 22, 188ft, 7 30 r.M. 

L 'pRENCll Chaise d^jfoirea has berm here to s|ythatif Her M^osty'a Govcrn- 
lllcllt , lTr prepared, together with France, to msed on the expulsion of kupchai 
Lm iht hlLnoio tlm French Qbvcrem.-nt will instruct ml ■“ 

that sense with yon. But yon* attitude scams to fan to «#**• ttl!,i >°* s)1,1,,t 

fWW l5^S@to asMifiat on® whether you really had any objection to so act! 


No. 12. 

Sir IV. White lo the Marquis of Salisbury.— {R&eivtd February 24, 2 t0 f.m.) 

it1sS».) 0mf*uw& ******* 1S86 > '*** v * 

YOTJIl telcaram No. 3u of the 22ud ihstant. , .. 

Tim UcifStres certainly not on my part, which Count .Montebello admits. 


No. 13, 

The Marquis of Salisbury to tfu- Earl oj Lyttm- 

(No, 120.) Pareiffw Office* February 29, 1888. 

’mil reference to your despatch No. 115 of the Sl»t instani state 

that. M. .lusscawl. S.-cw;tar, to tl» FrenchBubMW.‘^Vr‘l cfttajesl A (irwennnonl. 
sU.nai.tv, fiii the -^lid Instant-, and informed me tliat, 11 ner lu-ijcbvj » ■ ' K 

■sorem as 

White was averse to adopting smell u course. 
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f have ooniniu a tented with Sir IV. White, who has replied, by telegraph, that there 
hm been no hesitation on Ins purl in regard to the proposed joint represents f Eon, and 
that Count dc Montebello is aware of this. 

X have informed M. Wnddington accordingly. 

T am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 14, 

Sir IV. White to the Marquis of Salisbury. — (Received* March 1.) 

My Constantinople! February 24,1880. 

* 02v receipt of your Lordships telegram No, 35 of the 22nd inMant, from which it 
appeared that the French Charge d J Affaires in London is muter the impression that I 
showed reluctance tn join with Count do Montebello in making representations to the 
'Pode on the subject of KupeUan’s proceedings in the Lebanon, 1. test no time in 
cominurueatiug with my French col league in order to ascertain how so erroneous an 

impression should have got about. t 

I have the honour to inclose copy of my private latter to Count tie Montebello, aw 
well as of his Excellency^ reply, from which your Lordship will gather that my 
col league had no doubt whatever of my prompt co-operation with him, but that ho 
himself was desirous, before committing himself to any definite line of action, <h being 
more fully in possession of the views of his own Government, mom especially as 1m 
$mm to entertain a fm that Kupolian's father^ daw, Pasha, may be put 

out by our representations and resign Ills post of Governor of the Lebanon which be 
obtained as it protege of France ter ten years, 

1 have, ate. 

(Signed) ’W. A. WHITE. 


Xuelomrc 1 in No. 14. 

Sir W. White to Count Montebello, 

Mon olier Comte, ■ Lr £3 Jtemrr, M88. 

LOltU SALISBURY me telegraphic A I'mshnt quit cat ns sure par In Lbarp 
d N Aflhires dc France il Londrcs sur le ooucours do votro Gouverucment au sujet des 
d&arclics h Faii’C pour obtenir lteloignemeut de Koupclkiti hUfcndi du Libiln, i.iais 
tiifil y auvait lidsltatiou de ma part l( to the adoption o! this course, p 

.Lo seal doute uiuj j'avais tenait a cc qua fous autant quo moi nvm Video quo 
Wa&sii Baphtt, en prenaut pan pour son l>Ktu-iils, pourrait menacer do donnei^ aa 
demission, niais, up tout, jo no orois pas quo cette iude doive nous ompCeher ttfigir. 

J’avais mtmc dit au Comte Jarosynski quo jc dirais que vous attemiiez dca 
matructions plus prfciBCs sur votro (jO“opdmtion awe nous, et j avaia pvenus: d en 

attendrc k r&sultat. . — - 

Mats dhipro.s los assurances denudes par M le Charge d Aifaires do h ranee it 
Undress, qui temient onlns que moi qul hdsite, jo Cpmute rfipondre qttil Try a 
aucumi hesitation do mou cAte et quo jo auis tout prit h fairo des rep^wutetto dime 
le sens do mes instructions dhutUul plus que j’ai mnmtenunt l assurance do votrn 
puistsant eoncours. ^ 

(Signed) ^ L/? W- A. WHITE. 


Inolosure 2 iu No. I-L 
Count Montebello io Sir W, A . White. 

Mon ehor Colteimp Amburntde de France t h 23 /^r;cr, 1888. 

,TE tic mtespfiquo pas liien le imlonteadu qui pnraU “ 

outre Lord Salisbury et Ic CJmrgd d Affaires do b ranee aui sujet do laUMta lu 

20 do ce iiiciis. sur le compto rtindu que datosynski m'a tail de sen enUctioa. 
av«o vows, j'ai ttldgropbid b Pa^ que “m# avez re^j do vetre C-ouvernemenl. doa. 
















i iis1 1 'notions tito notlcs vous anta-unnl k saisir la Porte do cefctc question, el. quo vw 
i-ticE lout prM- k fairo une demarche do concert avec mol.” 

Vai, (i’ailkursj n^peli h _\L. Flourcm* mes apprehensions touchant tit rdsultat 
[l ■ u |[■ action dans ta sens ct lo rtangex (Tune arise gouvernemut&lc, danger qua vou| 
tivioE vous-iuntiift edgiulte autrofois n Land res. 

Comma vans fa dti .Tarosymiki, no considutaiii pas tes instruct Loi is qua ] avais 
Irenes da mon GoUToicnament coniine assc* oatiSgoriquea sur ue point, j'ai demands unc 
r&p&Qfie definitive qua intends pour examiner aver, tolls la marchc a titim. 

Cxovea, &e. 

(Signed) ‘ E. DE MONTEBELLO. 


No. IS. 

Sa'r IF, HViifc fo .Vfwrpuf* of Sfrl|frHry.—(Ewe*#? Afardi 3.) 

Jti'LonI CoasiQTiiinopfc, February 13, 1889, 

I 3 LAVE the 1 honour to inclose* herewith a copy of a despatch from H on Majesty h 
A cting Consol at EracipM rojwtting on the unsatisfactory state of affwxs at 
Ei-xiitqian, where Chmlisms are enduring some hardship at the bauds oi the focal 

authorities and the soldiers. , . . _ , rt4 $. * 

Mr* Wrutislaw also mentions that a rep® js current m Emromn to the eilect 

ttial that town and district are to hi- handed over to Hm Russians. 

1 need hard3v add that nothing is Frown of tills here, hut it is a fi^h cyidenet! ot 
the unsettle^hud uneasy condition of this country tliat rumours of this hind should 
spredd and he believed* 

1 I have, &o* 

(Signed) AVk A. WHITE, 


Inclosure in No. 15, 

Acting Consul TFraftsfaw to Sir IV’. White. 

g« Brxtrcfim, February 1,1888. 

I it EG RET to have to report to your Excellency that, according to information 
which l have vfccoived from a reliable source from Erssingiftn, thu state oi ulTanw m 
1111 town and district is most unsatisfactory, increased ^Itifeeling and arrogance arc 
s |. jAV . l hv the Turks towards the Christian population, wIllcIi is qincl mid molArmve 
i-noupli/aud apparently gives no cause for the suspicions of which it is the. oifip. 
um,{. ,' iux ii matter of the Christians is subjected to citmrii tuition at the post-omcc on its 
arrival at tirangum* (aid on the 25lh January about twenty merchants were called 
hftinc ihe Mutessarif and ordered to open their letters in his presence. 11^ Lxcc]' 
Icmcv who kept the envelopes, professed to be searching for infractions ot 1 lie law 
which forbids the inclosure of one letter in another: hut it is improbable that tins 
u ^ s [nu motive, as Mussulmans receive their letters without delay, and pamphlets, 
:is well as letters, are carefully examined. The inference to He drawn is evidently that 

search k being made for seditious literature. 

The conduct of the soldiers is hail, and the inhabitants are assaulted by them on 

till. town wtxns to be in a stale of great uncertainty and suspicion, 

due. V imagine, partly to rumours of war and partly to an idea on the part ol the 
Turks that ah insurrectionary movement in intended by the Christians 

At Erimroum nothing lias been heard of any such movement* hut a import 
rumaii llnil this town and district mt to he handed over to the Russian si US toadtof 
the remaining purl ion of the war indemnity* Naturally this rumour greatly disturbs the 
minds of the Mussulman, population, and lends them to regard their Uuristiau tidlow- 

£li y«jts with incased jealousy and suspicion 

J l haw, V('. 

(Signed) A. C. WUATISLAAV. 
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No. 16. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury *—(KsreAiffZ March 3.) 

(No. 75. Confidential.) 1 , RRR 

My Lord, Constantinople, February d'd t I MB*. 

■ -('lift Sublime Porte continues to hold to the opinion that there is a political agitation 
in Armenia, and even accusing Russian agents to be keeping it up. 

The Committee sitting at the Palace to investigate the alleged Armenian conspiracy still 
continues to aci P and the persons of that nation whose arrest I mentioned in my despatch 
iSo, 43, Confidential, of the 4th instant, remain in prison, though both measures were 
reported as about to cease* 

A few may have been liberated, but certainly not the whole of those attested; anti 
the Turkish authorities appear by no means reassured ns to what may happen in districts 
largely inhabited by Armenians.' It is on this account that l feel it to be very undesirable 
t.liEd Consular ports like Trcbiisoiid should be left in charge of foreign Agents or of 
irresponsible persons. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. I?, 

Sir W, White to the Marquis of Salisbury.*— {Received March 3.) 

Mv Lord, Constantinople, February 23, 1888. 

L FI WE the honour, with reference to mv despatch Ho, 35 ol the 31st ultimo, to 
indose copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at Dinrhckfr to Her Majesty s 
Acting Consul at Erzeroum on the subject of Hie great distress now prevailing m the 

Vilayet of Diarbekir. _ , *, 

] have, «o. 

(Signed) ^ r - A. WHI LB. 


Inclosure i in No. 17* 

VkC'Consul Bayujim to siding Consul Wraiislaw* 

gj r . February 6, ISfiS, 

WITH regard to the state of pmverfcy prevalent in the Diarbdcir Vilayet, referred to 
in my despatch of the 24 th ultimo, J beg to submit to you tlie following information which 

i have been abb to obtain from rclbbb sources. ... * ., 

As stated in m\ despatch above raentiopd, ttie heavy rains in tnd carty part of the 
h» rit)g Eind drought which followed partially damaged the cultivation. But it was the 
subsequent revagea of the loeusU which have completed t!ie rum and left thousands in 
u ttcr destitution. The districts which suffered most Imm the calamity were Lumen, 

rurknuin, Kiki, Rnbramki, and Midiat. , . . .. 

Knrlv in tiic autumn, anticipating that they would be exposed to the danger ot 
starvation, they presented Petitions to tlie Govemoi-Guneral explaining Urn extent ol their 
misery, and imploring him to advance them a certain quantity o! gram that they mig it 
have seeds to sow nud be able to support themselves through tlie winter; and nllhough m 
order was scut from the Minister of the interior to Hint diect, tlie Pelitiona were reacted, 

and tliev were thus left unprovided for. , . . ... 

It would be impossible Ibr mu to describe the depth of nn.sery tind deatituticui, 
uggravaled, of course, bv Hie rigour of Hie winter, in which the poor people are p urged. 
The account received daily are sncH as to call to my niind the horrors of the kite Smiine, 
although the price of grain was then more than double what it is now. A i cHpcutatilo 
merchant, who lifts intimate knowledge of the state of things m Bishon, informs mo thar 
the people, having no money, have been compelled to sell what scanty furniture they 
possessed, such as bedding, cooking utensils, and (he rugs on which they s[mu, in order tu 
huv a few measures of millet to keep their families from starvation, and that Lucre are 
iminy who are unable to do even Hi is much; und he further stales that a largo mini bar oi 
women, men, and children ataxtud lately on loot for Moosh, but aiLer unveiling .. *k\ oi 
tm> they found, on account of void and snow, that they were unable to proceed, mid were 
[525] h 
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compelled to urtum to {Mr desolate homes, and he assured me that a S ood many perished 

ll,U a £m received , letter free, the Rev. C F. Gates an Ameriejm 

.ni^ionnrv of Mardm, who hfiS been lately in Midiat investigating the state o Uil poor 
tihI distrjSSStinK some aid to the distressed, From his letter, copy ol which I beg to 
inclose, you will undoubtedly bo able to form an idea as to the extent of the destitution,n» 

wp\\ *a nfthe fearful scenea which he witnessed- , „ . , t T , ~ 

\ cannot find words sufficient^ strong in wh|® to condemn the cnlpabb conduct of 
the JLdin Mutessarif and the hifakam of Midiat who, besides being totally indi fcicnt 
jo the suffering P the people, endeavour to conceal iLs cmtcn.ee, which, mwcithcksa, is 
- t x it , fo^T hW Fvcdlcncv tin 1 Vali and the Sublime lorte, About three 

tvritten by Dr. Thom, an American 

medical Missionary, inclosing ah = d™ M 

his HfSlteitii ’£* <>f W****" 14 ^“r'lcdtln^^ifTr^Sll™^ 
innirvintr in not taking necessary me&Mires for remedying m eviI, m excellency 
] lieu in El ill not . ,, ex \ B tmft but considered tSic account in the said 

Mat s ‘“ssct agga 

1,C at once 'hstrihutoltetlmse «•£*■"*» ** tasll, « “* 

of A ^ i,, ‘ Tt ^£ 

i-.iluoui' of ’ sti f tn' lds^ Excelfeiioy ller^Majest^h 

piompt ^nd eftcctivo measures, e „ GCl ? (W niiK i ye nr also is not 

» '5?™ .1 i. M —«» 

^ car ' l have, Sic. 

(Signed) THOMAS BOYAJIAN. 


Indosurc - in No. 17, 

Ths* Rfp, C. F, Gat?# to Fice-Gwisid Boyajitni. 

Marditti January 30, 1888, 

to the accuracy of n,v information, let me say that it is founded on 

‘2,COO souls limiting my efforts to ihoso who nao no Kmm <n » tfbert for e(l0 |, sou |, 

iccuring any. 1 S«o<mc «*t life aid would keep them through the month 

l[K!n , women, and children. l^Umtca ffl« ^ ^ ^ ^ fuv nl0TO than 

of Jauuaria Huh «W= ’"’"L Munlhs of February and Mail* there will lie, at the 

fifteen days or a un.u h, so ^ iu .‘ ! ’ d ! ^-jcutli by starvation in the twenly-tlircc 

mmllcst cat,mute, 1W* 0 ub ' = Wing'in the famine district, there urn 

S&ivS »!«jU j SU-fett 1 '«•.?«» 
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sending soldier* to collet taxes, who by thcii oppression drive the people away from their 
house* to wander about in the mountains and perish from r-okl and hunger. 

Laitk; the outlook for the nest, year ls most gloomy; the people have no I been able hi 
so w their fields because of their poverty, mid on this account there is little hope of their 
being able to pay their taxes and support themselves the coming year unless some help 
reached them soon. The prospect is that this, caza will be practically ruined, and people 
scattered far and wide if they do not die of starvation. 


No. 18 . 


The Furl of Litton to the Marquis of Salisbury*—(Received March 3.) 

(Ho. 140. Confidential.) 

Mv Lord* Ptm* t March 2, 1888. 

WITH reference to your Lordship*& despatch Ho. I “10 of the Sfith ultimo, M. Flourons 
informs me that M. Jusscrcud has not quite accurately represented to your Lordship the 
point of view of the French Government respecting the suggestion that it should join Her 
Majesty's Government in demanding the removal of Kupelton Effemli. 

He had, bo says* been led not to believe that Sir. William White to averse to 
adopting such a course, but to doubt whether Sir William was prepared to take the 
initiative lb regard to its adoption. 

The French Government is quite ready to instruct it* Ambassador at Constantinople 
to support this step if it is taken by the English Ambassador, but It. does not wish to 
assume to itself the initiative of such n step* and this for two reasons: firstly, because it 
mistrusts the efficacv of the result, believing that \Vgjjg& the Governor el tho Lebanon, 
will probably resign rntlier than submit to the removal of his son-in-law* and fonfcqueutly 
that the Porte will be atrengly disinclined to remove him; and, secondly, because France 
has on her bauds at this rDUnieiit a very serious and delicate question to settle with the 
Porte in reference to the recent violation of the French Consulate at Damascus, 

If, however. Sir William White, of whose experience and judgment M- Flouveiis spoke 
in vary eulogistic terms* is ^o satislicd as to the opportuneness of the moment, mid the 
chances of a satisfactory result* that lie is prepared to take the initiative in demanding 
the removal of KupeHsm Efteodi, Ihe demand made by him will be supported by 
M, de Montebello, 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) LYTl'ON. 


No. 10. 

The Furl of hymn to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received March 3.) 

(No. 142,) 

\jv Lord* Par is t March 2,1888. 

‘ if} the course of the convcrsalion 1 had with him tills afternoon about the 
proposed demand for the removal of Knpelian Fffendi, M, Fburens entered at hmgth 
into tho bisterv of the two incidents which have obliged the French Govereunesri to 
demand reparation fot the infraction of the French Consulate at Damascus, 

With regard to tlu: fii'st of those two incidents, the French Consul and the 
Governor of Damascus were, ho said* at issue on the question ol Fact* whether the 
French subjects (Algerian Mussulmans) arrested by tho Turkish authorities had been 
ad|fed within the precincts of the Consulate or outside of them. To investigate this 
iiui'stion a Mixed Coinmissiou had been appointed, the two Commissioners being the 
French Coiwul end Rescind Bey. Scarcely had the Co mini ssi oners arrived at 
Beyrout- before news ivas received of a further incident ot the same kind ; and as, in 
reference to this second ca*o T the fact was um-ontested that the French Consulate had 
been forcibly entered by Turkish spakis, the French Ambassador lsad been instructed 
to represent to the Ottoman Government that* instead of proceeding with tlm investi¬ 
gation of the first case, reparation should al. once he accorded for the outrage involved 
in the admitted facts of tlio second. 

i understood from M, Flmircire that- he was disposed to uceupt such reparation aa 
n sufficient settlement of the two oases, and that ho is anxious to get them settled as 
quicklv as possible, owing fo the extreme delicacy of tho question reised by thorn aa 
to thcVlfttus on Ottoman territory of the Mussulman subjects of foreign States 
















iG 

portc’s answer to tbo representations ot the French Autawte on ttft 
subject lias not yet been received. j bavC) &0> 

(Si gned) LYTTON, 


No- 20, 

The Martinis of Salisbury to the Earl of Lytion. 

(No. 130.) Foreign Office, March 5, 1888. 

My WITH reference to yo»r l&cdW* V° o£ T ^ltvoJ 

he .nnl,..notices of ^ HcrSit“b»^X 

liereeilh, for your mfornution, a C0 P> ° ‘ _ 1 ‘ g. « -\vUite was quite prepared to 
at Conaunliqite,* from wind, it will be seen tot!3u V .■j JCu|.clin» from «.e 

joii.vith Ills rrciicl, ctdlrasmi **!££?* ^ desirous, before committing 

esp jb. ss,sa& sasa <—*»---•* 

subject. x am, &c. 

(S igned) S AL1 SDL It Y. 


No. n. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 70.) Foreign 0$ce> March 7, 1886- 

*'■ mu 4 *» » e~ !Z ?- 

transmit to you herewith a C0 1 J 3 0 L _3j l^neh Government arc ready to 
fevfct t’mtn which it will which you 

instead, their AmltfUvsnpor at Const. Knndiau EJfeodrs misconduct, and the 

may make to the Porte upon areSt disposed to t#> the 

tlc-siraldUty of removing him Irom the .Lebanon, tuej mo uu i 

initiative themselves* . , + i caT * \{, to your Excel- 

The matter is clearly one of sonic <1 el.eaiy, an m us t l»i • j { 

jeaev-s iliscreSoo to olicose tUe tune which m#» a-ppcoi to y™ 

iiddressing the forte ou the subject. j M . ^ Cj 

(Signed) SAUSEUIiA. 


No. 22. 

gf r ir. White to the Marquis of Su{ishury.^{liru'iri'd Marsh 1-h) 

(Xc. 80.) (fonriaritfiuA February 2D, 1888, 

My Lord, , . „ .iiu nr ri*h which T hive received teom 

I HATE the Uoaour to inclose copy o » arisen d. Ain 

or Majesty’s Consul at UMMI. ^puvtm- a qum^l ivhu.ii 

1 have, &o. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


Her 


.1 L'J* -" ' 'J 1 / ' , , , . 

Sliuara between Christian and Drawee. 


Inclosure iu No. 22, 
Consul Dfcfatm to Sir W- White. 


S\v, 


Damascusi February 19, 1888. 
your Excellenry that «n M« I ft* 1 bistnnl. a 


■ I HAVE the honour to rejmrt toIhe eastern 

quarrel occurred between DlW :;l " 1 . 1 ll ‘ 1! ’ l, ‘“'V,n li? .lentil of three Christians, 
llmmt 11cBnon, called Ain Sliaarn, which resulted in 01 

“ whom m a Protestant, and the other two Hreek Catholies. 

^ No, 1». 


* No. M. 
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Two Christian youths who had committed a robbery of some jewellery, and had 
been arrested by the (Mistiana ol the village, were taken under the protection of the 
DrUKt* Sheikh of the place, but ultimately confessed their guilt. Tlio Cliristians there¬ 
upon upbraided thorn and tht: |)rma, and a Christian struck one of the youths, causing an 
altercation between the Dimes and Christians, during which a DntKe stabbed a 
Christie u, a Protestant, who died shortly aftonvanls. The next day tiro Christians 
assembled in considerable numbers and assumed a menacing attitude towards the 
Dimes, who lived upon them, killing a man and a woman. The Christians then fled 
to their houses, but the Kaimakntn of the district, who resides at. Katana, a few hours 
distant from Damascus, immediately sent horsemen to the scone of tho disturbance 
and arrested the Druze Sli&ikb, The Christians also addressed a Petition to the VaJi 
of Damascus, who dispatched more horsemen to the village for the maintenance of 
tranquillity, and ha* ordered the arrest of eight of the Druaos implicated in the 
affair. 

It is believed that this incident is duo in a great measure to a feeling of jealousy, 
caused by the recent appointment of a Christian ns wall as a .Druze Sheikh m the 
village, whereas formerly a Druze Shaikh was in charge of the whole village, and the 
consequence has been considerable animosity between the two sects. Tbe village is 
small and scarcely numbers 200 inhabitants, the majority being Christians. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON 


No. 23. 

Sir W, White to the Marquis of Salisbury.-—(Received March 14 J 
(No. 9n. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Couponrinppir, March 6,1S8B. 

1 HAVE the honour to moloae herewith a copy of a Report addressed to 
Mr, Acting Consul Wratislaw by Mr. Acting Vice-Consul Boyajian concerning the 
present state of the vilayets of Khnrpobt and Diarhekir. 

T 1151 VT» ifc/H 

(Signed) W, A. JVHITE. 


Incksura in No. 23, 


Acting Vice-Consul Boyajian to Acting Consul Wralislaw , 

(ConMentiaL) B 

gj Fj Diarbebr, January M t 1886+ 

IN oonapliatiei' ■with your request contained in a private letter, recently received, 

! tun-e the honour to submit to you, for your information, the following remarks upon 
tbo stats of things in the vilayets of IUmrpoot and Diarbekir* 

2. ] may at once slate that, under the judicious, and firm administration of their 
Ea&dlonmes H| ox-Y«U lEadji'Hsissam Bey and his sufieessor, the present Governor- 
General! the first-mentioned province is enjoying comparative peace mid tranquillity. 

3, I t would, jserhapB, ho well to remark that in the Tribunals m the vilayet above 
referred to, though not. exempt irinn corruption, which is unfortunately becoming so 
common, the sound influence exercised by the Yali and Urn honesty ot the Cadi, who 
is also President of the Civil section of the Court, have tlio effect of checking in 
n degree the abuse j eonsequently the com]>lninta against the muiadmimatration. of 
justice are not tts loud and genercri there us elsewhere. 

4h The general condition of 1.1 ie Diarbokitf vilayet, I regret to state, presents quite 
:i contrast to that of tlie province before mentioned, but it Ls the Mardiu aafidjak to 
■which I beg to call your particular attention, where difldrganimtion appears to be 
more than complete and the authority ol the Government less felt, 

Ek Bands of mnmuders, who, under tiro leadership of influential Cbiois, are 
habit null v roaming about, descend now and then upon the defenceless villages, 
committing acts of violence of every description, such ns murder, rapine, and carrying 
off sheep and cattle, causing the roads to become insecure, to the injury ol trade and 
the ordinary tmnsaetion of business. 

G. The number of crimes committed during the year is leamilly largo, ami it. 
would mftko the present Report unnecessarily long, were I to mention even those oases 
[52b] ^ 
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■ i i . wt +iifi which w&s i^tE&tcd 

si ssarcsasSiS ft ~ »• * «» »“* *• 

mote than 1,200 man, consisting mostly of Aghas ( ) ed to appear before 

Kg been accused of different oSraows^ “f-Sly were onto,inert by 
the Tribunals; hut they X-^Government ins either unwilling or 

Issja^ftvq^w <— - 1 ”" , “” 

THiTdoafot the culprits n _ n f Hik fearful state of tiling**- It, may 

p r It U net difficult to diwcnip to “S, but the teal o# it ft* 

partly be attributed to the iiicapacriy ^ honounible exemptions, all the 

Lp-rooted yoMdity 1 ? Snob Wng«* «*, the 

olficiftls and fiei^ajiU of the Governmc * a mp8 t profitable traffic; criminals 

present condition of the vilayet oliu\ ■ they be, after a short detention 

posset of moans are either not ^|^ s ^Wtno «ii bo hi. crime what it may, 
are i nvariably act i mtted■ It ia a ' 1 ^ ^ of Mi mail tuaUl a, to w 1 1 

if posting means, has over been < o 1 J ettWB distinctly proves the truth of |hc 

allusion was made in one of mj X 1 l „ i. imperial Farm, and upon higher 
action. He was otart o having s ■ ^NiisTaU but, Ming the price 

orders wfla brought to Di^behir to be p ^ ^ mm[1 hwe> by the mnminco of 
demimded for his acquittal too oi ,< - ■ . g y ellocted his escape from the prison, 

the jailer, or rather of the higher » e Within a few days he was 

and shortly after came hack nmounf., f money distributed by him was, lm 

acquitted, fer SSl «Ltt* W f 

informed, about £ 1 - 'A™ 1 ■ -i ift ± - n w[ s \M>iug again acquitted, l tlc r m 1 

and a .MW trial 1 "* ?T M )0 and c ‘X. GW, besides "hat he offered to 

be e^dert this timers bet™ .h 1lT thu public in garni <'* 

tlic higher authorities m the F>'*Wv ^^4 prosecutor i» the case, could not obtain 

if the Imperial Government, bun,, 1 > , imilar circumstances f 

ustiee, nil at. can the poor people expectunde allusion to the disreputable 

J 8 . I must not dismiss tins subject f haV c lately com" to light 

acta Ot fraud and the (BuWfcrec^jrf 

in the Hardin Sanjak, in "' llL 1 - ,f , 0 Administrative Council were involvedl. I hi. 

Finance), and two or three member!' > * ■ ,. wlj , ()u j ld jTig advised, of the ease 

sum embmtatl is stated to ho IBOre .'gf to ' dilute a searching inquiry into‘the 
the Minister of Finance instructed the Constantinople, was oitered bark to 

matter, and the ox-Govcrnor, who was ^.^t l^cvidonoe taken at Murrtiu was 
Diurhukir to account lor his si .mdal . „ the culpability of the accused, and a 

flo eonclusivt arf-=io Ifi^vo no room bn j h cotmle pwnifthtnent; but the trial, 

which was concluded last v*eek, resuitcu 

parties wAl . ,another evil which is heavily 

1 9 . In addition I may a& ucll mention au r ^ the hefmning of hwt 

unun the agricultural class m partieulai i ll^ . _ (la ^ a ^ the hatreat, but the sub- 
iring, and the drought which toll ^ £ d (i^& cmnplctcd the ruin, mconsequciice 
sequent ravages of the loous^m some ^ specially in the dwtricta of ^ uhat. 

of which thousands were left ^ utter American mi&sionanee ot llatdm, 

IS m* IbiPham, and Dahauriti. On(» ‘ b01M money contributed m 

who lately visited the Su'shnn-mcd . . (lionsauds have absolutely noth,aft 

\ nor in fer the relief ol 1 be distressed, stales tlmt. ® ^ ^ , nu6) . rfarw 

te live upon, and that it help docs md 1 a ; nd i SI mt,il>le facts, Hie Govern- 

h ire this,ring. In t.Uo faae of ““ &, stating that it is all 

,deads igntnanoe and treats the wM* . ^ n()l dwell on ,t 

exaggeration, As 1 intend to luAueught to the k lW*Wg 

v uTlmt would only remark that it tuc twit . L , sototndo lor his suffering 

subjects are not for a Z , f this terrible distress. 

■<**•" fl9 “ (Sis X™' %rnm hotajian. 


It) 


^ 0 . H* 

5 jV ff. White fo the Marquis of Salisbury(Received March t4,)? 

(No 07 Confidential.) Ce,«tentf»a P /e, March G, 1888. 

** III \.VE the honour to lomsmit beiewitb to your Lordship a copy of a despatch 
r „„\f 7 Vetiue-OonaulWratislkw, mpurting lliai a petition lias been addressed to the 
from M •' .®*i t Eraaroum hv a number ol 1 Armenians, requesting to Jw allowed to 

to ll^t, reSg MWierskip of their lands in Turkey, Mr Wrotiskw 
C !!*ITniat It is anticipated that steps will be taken to further their wishes on the 
states that TWm/ Consul-General, and that their example would probably be 

teliLwed 1 .V ma“e if the idea were entertained by thejnrkish Goveimment. 

(Signed) Wi A. WHITE, 


IncloRurc in Ko, 21. 

Oons'ui ifrciwlisw to Sir H h IV hitc. 

(Confidential.) Efiscrium, February 22, 1888. 

Sir * I HAVE the lionour te report te your Excellency the following fact, which has 

lata \ta e months' a S'ff m unable te give the exact date) mere Iton ■ ttoM 
Armenians of the plain of Ersereum joined in a 

lllfnl +0 Wj allowed to emigrate to Rusaiu and become Huhaian subject, ju.lul n 
SSSSaftSffli- here under llussian proteetien. Tins reqtot ^ cceepta 
n urThdeX the Eussian Consulate, and I have reason te behove that on o '™ 
“C., Y>i^ c t who lies lieen for some lime absent on leave, steps will he 

jggfc 

elBSS lt would seem impossible for the Porte to accept 

wuuld he* verv little indutwnuont for the Christians (>i biKCtmi u ■ . ] 

It ta therefore possible that serious ililTorenoes will arise between the IM and 
Rn^iim Governiiouts with reference to this question, . t r , nt ,oi,nt k imimr 

The Turkish authorities of the place seen to have some inkling of *>»t » 

on, but the affair is kept very secret, j )iaT(f ^ 

(Signed ) 1 ’ A. C. WllATISLAW. 


Ko. 25. 

Sir If. i l A.'lc is the ii/np'ijsia of Salisbury -—(Keerirerf March 1*1) 

100.) OinstcinluiOiilc, March G, 1688. 

Hy YtLAVP the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch from Her Majesty's 
CoXL— renting an incident which hi* given rise to a somewhat sharp 

difference between th« Eicncli Eitikuay and tho bubble l w%. 

n ftnnft^t -4 tbn .1 im AWri&n aubiect who vrm oocusetl 01 bomw onint* \p i 
Turkiah poSTtook refuge ufc the Trench Oouaukte. _ While at and mg id- tlw dtoroC 
m r C iiLsuluif Eft w’as ohsetyed by an agent uf police, who entered the premises, 
S5,Srrik?dX Algerian into the Timet, calk some saptioha and ejected h,s 

“^Tho French Consul at once sent to the Vail, demanding the release of tlic p risoner, 
and, the reply being unsatisfactory, lie subsequently referred the mutter te ins bupumm 

at °t£i taken up very warmly by the French Embassy, more.especially as 
the Turkish authorities have frciucntly attempted to ignore French jurisdiction over 
















so 


ss5t£assrai fa«£ tf * BM5S ^ » ■* « 

27Ul £&*. the unroot ripresenteti^ns of tol'roucli Bnta?, to V° rtc “SS** 

(Signed) W, A. WHITE. 


Inoloauro 1 in pfo- 25* 

Consul Dickson to Sir TP. H7it(e* 

XiaflMJCU*, February 3* 1888. 

; HAT) the honour to report to your B*eellra>gr Ito *‘?‘ 

•"* *** ““ 

according protection Ui the Algerians »widen § 0YBrn i 0 f them Algerians 

French imUonality btokaeij fated bv ihe lorn wth » n -_ .ffSIL have crap 

Uuve recently been accused by the .. cfj> - '" ,. , ■ llSB . s( . a( i them to trial 

the law by taking refuge in the IWh Coutoto, cow*- 

unless they arc ^ £ ^-initv of U* French Consolet/tor an opportunity to 

capture thorn, should they venture <«ihfa» ’™ “ = t ()f , )olic[!> plain 

It appears that, about noon on Use W* ^anlbn tsmaO Web, at 

clothes, seeing one ol these Algoliflis^ 11,t111 ^ : *_ (n ‘ the ^[ c *i qf curiosity, 

the door of the French Cqpujrito,■ , ' \ ' ( nrL ft made jj signal Tor some- 

Fished the Algpriftn^th his stab ^ 111 L , waS!4fla ] } f the Consulate quickly came 
wap* iehs, w ko imm(idi atcl> arr t ** e ‘J * 1 ^ r , Lr1 lK , \ m t were preventcd by 11 ie 

to the rescue, and threftciy^l, it n- ^ f ‘' Vi. roC qcdmaa. It i# also assorted 

gg® sriS sS£ss ^ % *£— "* "■ hich wo 

j*8# to Chtcelier lo the Vali u«b 

„ *sr— ss-to*£ s & 

Vali, however, repU# tliat he ■youM ottlei an 11 j l y« , ^arrested outside the 

l ^ l, f t; 0 tte hSm to Itoos.. uTXft* 

xefleote the views of the local authorities 

in the mutter. t Iiilve efrr* 

(Signed) ? JOHN PIClvSON. 


Inc leisure 3 in Ko. 2o, 

Extract from the ** Sum 1 ' of January 2% 1^8. 
^^kported yesteto, tot 

house in Daninseus, and tot they witluliew )y inqorractness o[ the above 

suhjoot The facts which wo arc ublc to collect show me iuwn^v 

report. 'Hie? ease h asi follows, t } ■ reaixlin^ luSym, ftud Iiuh 

Ouo of the Algerian refugees, called Ah who is b J 


rs 

Sp a JSiS AffliVKaiS JUSfSSSEt 

Algeria'- att empteU at ^ “ aniou9 to n „ , p#H of the town called So ml -eh 
viduals l^ijc distance from the respeoted house of the French Consul, I hat is 
Duanmej, ^ s< [rom it . g 0 mo of the police met them m the sjud locality, and 
mere than - P , tlin-e of them who tan away and took refuge in the French 

?. a<,e ::ir t r The pofto £ mJ mm ** ^ * 

ConiiUiit.. 1 i i ins taken "before the proper Iribunxil. 

Well ’atopoUcein question did nothing further than bring the said Abdul Kahman to 

- S1KUS 

another man named Ibn ty fiaoni « ' s ™ !, n n Dl . a ~ omsni 0 f the Consulate 

.„_.,i and tliev were about to attach the police, nut ran n-iaguic» 

prevented l.bem from c “™ ri1 u ;",n'vc iched for hv three of the street 

L,srs“ ix a^ftssatfito•• 

Uw giYp* I bcir evidence os cyo^vitneases of the facts on oath* 


Ko. 2G. 


(No. 1^3.) dnulani«RPji& T March 1, 1888. 

roll report ot tbc incident. i ’bet.tvoen the two parties, and that 

It appears that iotteiderable lU-fist'li. 0 - ^ immediate result of a 

the riot, which at one time assumed serious P™I® tX “raacd hv the soldiers and 
VCT trilling incident. The disturhanec was funded. The 

police, but not until several pcisous ■ indiseiiniii.ate arrests among 

authorities Mibscqiiontly tiuto , ■ fj ‘ t , rl . a tcd with great brutality by the 

tlie Ohptian populfttioa, the prisoners ocm-,. b 

l>0lil '‘i',r. Uldridge states that the arbitrary coni^t of 

much ill.feeling, and that th» «■ l '^ n ” r.niie viiavets of Bamascus and Beyrout. 
which exists in regard to the separation «F the Vilnyus &c 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


Sir W, White lo tie jW(irp& of Sulisbury— ( liccei m'1 hlarch W.) 


Indoaure in ^cn- 

Eidruhjc to Sir IF, Whit a, 

Beijrout, February SO, 1&8B- 

Sit, tniiuwom Ireni vour Eixcdlfifioy of tlio lStb 

1 HAD tho honour to receive a ■ ^■, j T , .J R riot w hi«h hid token place 
instant, itiatruotmg m t* give uiformation vsith g ™ to auppkmeot. 

bon, 1 accordingly tokgmphcdad^ { MosJoi ^ due to 

Some tew days before the not the two parties, 

smuggling operattous, had rouyed , J d ^ to b burst into flame. On the 

*kio¥ .mouldered until a small inoideut 7,1“ iu a Bedouins 

fith instant two Christian ladSi baying lost goa » oxvept for n tow Bedouin 

lmuac in the Ma.ma quarter, vvlii^ i»«h»^y Ohmt^o^pw 













attacked the bo vs with stones, and it is stated that one of the boys bred a revolver 
shot at them. The police appeared on the spot and arrested the Christians* who were 
taken to the police-station. A considerable body of Christians collected aiul attempted 
a rescue, upon which a fight ensued between the Christiana on one side and the police 
and Monies on the otter, Sonic Moslems, who wore at the 

forest in'nr by, came on the scene and at once joined m the fight again# the Christians, 
Some thirty' men were wounded—thirteen Christians, eleven Bedouins, and one 
policeman; cine gendarme, one Christian, one woman, and a Druse who was pass mg 
Ev, were hilled. It is also reported that Mditcen Moslem & were wounded, but they 
have concealed them solve*, and it is at greaeht impnssib c to loam the truth. Osman 
Pasha, the enmmnndunt of the troops, was quickly on the spot, and some■ W soldiers 
followed These surrounded the quarter and, according to reports, fired on the 
Christians, but (his is denied by the authorities. The dragoons and police then 
proccEsdcil to arrest every Christian they could lay their hands on, passably not 

executed, and in alt eighty-five men were taken. , .. 

'Flu' action of tlfc autlidiitiss was prompt and worthy »t all pause up tc I ho time 
when the arrests were made, but later on they committal nets which toervo the 
severest reprobation, Of these ri S 1ily.ftve persons no to**pun scumty-eight mwt 
iimdi anted in the riot, though twenty-four wore detained m prison j butejuijty or 
innocent, they were barbarously maltreated by th| dragoons, jMiee, and soldjers. 
They were driven through the streets at the point of the bayonet* with their hands 
tied" behind them, and manv of them were haltered with butt-ends oi nlks on the 
head and shoulders, so that ihe blood streamed from them. Mils abuse nl authority 
had natural I v the very worst effect on tim Christians, who were enraged almost boy md 
possibility of restraint* and lias heightened the ill-feeling which previously existed. 
Twenty-seven Christians who have lied are being searched lor by the police as being 

o£jriSinehimdies were entered by the dragoons in one ease and by Usman 
Pasha in the other, to scare! i for arms . Nom: were Imind, and the soldiers withdrew, 
but the priests have protested against (lie violation oi the olnuelies. 

The MutessadC throws all the responsibility mi the Cadi and Osman I as i|, w o 
inokoTi themselves, wn he states, the duty of rein'essing the not. ! behove it is Lrue 
that tho MoteeiWif washed his hands of the whole matter and left Oman 
as he liked, and there is an doubt 1 hal. the Cadi save orders that all telegrams, typhi-r 
or other, Sbimld he suppressed for three dft.vs; though tho nnt rarities deny this, anil 
„-iU n roll ally lav any delay in transmission to the condition ol the vW- 

The slate o'f public feeling is far from i-nmquil, and several murders that ha^e 
occurred have not tended to an incjjpasc of security. My 1 ‘r.ands, Urnimu bussuit 
smd Austrian colleges and myself have considered it accordingly advisable te report 
r“ i tm & also to suggest Hint the situation h due m putt me^urc to tho 
uncertainty which at present crinU with regard to the separation of 1 hi"Kt 
of Damascus anil lfcvrei.1; and. eensequently, that it'voudhc b J 

Aair&v desirable that this question should be settled, ami that , u n M ould a 
nnnoiuted to Beyrout. more especially us the Mutcssarif* Nasoulnli liey, has display ct 
■t moat lamentaite weakness, and stated to my Ticmdi and Russian colleagues that he 

was not. responsible in this case for the public order, 

' 1 have ucf. 

(Signed) G. JACKSON ELlUtlDviE, 


No. 27. 

The Committee of Hramiaa Jte4fe»*s '« '• ««0 < ty+WHP** 

Marc^i 17.) 

t . or, Qtot^lfjn Rottih Fulham* London , March 15, 1886. 

r W the Committee of Armenian residents in London, having upon various 

..JE’ X Z Her Jtafe.tr* Gwunuhent. h,..h.«l»npt»vdyaBd 

?Kh otr we l-kaowh Chaimnn, Mr. fUlt irrt**». « the .tuhyet of^ 
v?,™, tv uiif iYOurnblc and unsatisfactory state of things prediiccd m Anna 11 a by 
ti,„ hiflxSieBhhs neglootof tin. Sublime Piute to envrj 1 out. the loeri iimlndinniistrativo 
reformuuromised to the Armcuiiui people by Artiste US of Lite ftp[* 1,1 ’ 

!u!d "oEll of receiving your lUlaMp’s conrideretc atUmhou, again beg to 

uumiomlirtc as follows ;— 




Experience of the arbitrary and tyrannical proceedings of the Turkish authority 
i„ Armenia during the past year and a-lralf or more, when no direct representations 
_ Eia ^ ijy the sufferers on their behalT either te Her Majesty s Cover run cut or to 
anv ol the other Signatory Towel's, proves the great value and advantage to the people 
f A.-mcnia of the communications and remonstrances which Her Majesty a 
Ambassador at Constantinople was^ at various tiines instructed te address te the 
q.. t .,1 [vrift Forte on this important, subject. 

\Ve had almost toped that Sir Edward Thornton had remained at Constantinople 
to a satisfactory issue the note which your Lordship’s Government, in response 
t Lir rcnr^fiutatbiis, caused him to address to the 8it|lime Forte on the subject of 
ilufsr lorn- deferred reforms, and oudeavour to bring the Ottoman Government to a 

8(Ji1SB 0 f % Treaty duties and responsibilities both towards Europo and towards a 

hme and important section of ite own subjects, . . i,.. 

n Sir W. White’s recent stop in addressing an inquiry t.o the oUDUmo form 

concerning the arrest of Armenians for alleged conspiracy and high treason and their 
indefinite detention in prison has given us lively satisfaction, not only ter its immediate 
salutary oiTcct, but for the evidence it furnished that Her Majesty s present 
kmba^uloi- at Cimsta.iU.mpfc and #* Bntish Diplomatic Agent* m Turkov bad 
n0 t grown inditterent'io the unhappy condition of the Armenian people. 

j n common with the groat majority of our countrymen, wo behove that i-ir as 
the Armenian people iteelf is concerned, every method of suasion and conciliatory 
acini bus been tried with tho Turkish Government, but with very mdiftercitt success. 
Tho present Fatriaroh, who lias, since his arrival at. Constantinople, made the stutiy o 
Turkish sugcoptibilitics his special ooncom, \m lived te see the eoclesiastieal ani 
t \y\\ and. privileges of (ho largo vonnmmily, over which ho proawtes ignores or 

couteiniied> and his own authority, even in admintstrativo matters, passively opposed, 

and the Fatriamhate reduced te a state of nullity. 

Whilo wo arc firmly of opinion that the highest interests of our country me 
best soryed by the continued loyally and attachment of our nation to IT is in pc rial 
Maiesty the Sultan* we fear that, the persistent neglect of the Sublime lortu to 
introduce the reforms il engaged itsalf te intruduee into Armamu " without do^la)_ 
hi 1378; the severe hardships and unjust punishments with winch it ^sus an 
Armenians suspected of writing, piking, or publishing anyth.ag on 
imoortaut subied ; the raids iBg in auoicat chunohcs and m#»tcnes for arn^ mia 
ammunition; the ruthless demolition of oven alto and sanctuaries by the Turkish 


i. as cs^; and lasl, but not least of all, the attempts recently mutic uy mo 
Atolmaimedftu theooTatie power te put aside and override the principles and provisions 
of the Cmionie Marriage Law of the Church of Armenia and to legally bigamy m an 
eminentiv Ol.tfctir... ctmm.mily. will, och and all, Borvo to mrt to a am »i»m 
the dutiful and loyal feelings of a very largo potion of our F opl«. 

Me are persuaded, and Her Jlajesty's Government, we believe!, know Unit h.e 
contentment and well being of the Christian people of Armenia is djpoTiitent upon the 
loval introduetiun of the loeal and administrative reforms provided by tho ForIm 
Treaty and that their continued delay produces the very worst impression m hnmpu, 
and oxposes Armenia and the rest of tho Asiatic provinces of 11 is Imperial Majesty 

the Multan to permanent danger. _ 

Tins Armenians are a naturally peaceful imd law-abiding people, trad nuximis to 
remain loyal subjects of tho Forte, Under great provocation they have exerci&cti 
much restraint, relying upon the justice of their cause and the support of UicaI 
Britain, their most constant friend, and the other Powers that were parties te 1m 

n. . r ii. sj. , .Li.Liifr hrsiviiujaii tifkVA nlllTIAPf] ftlliriO llliJ 1 i‘ii s il^ \ ^ 
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in bringing about a result which is alike necessary, beneficial, and salutary to Armenia 

and thJ Ottoman Empire, iva have, &0- 

(On behalfof the Committee), 

(SvmcA) G. HAGOPIAN, Chairman 0/ Ccfimmtt#* 

■ - ' PETRUS AGA^OOR, TrtWirer. 

M. SliVASLY (" Liceiido en droit’ ), Secretary* 

P s „ .vnjted n-c beft to inclose a brief summary of arrests, impiisonmenfe, mid 
bimishmenls suffered by ii.dividual Armenians for political ratoon* M'vcon Die) 

1885 and 1883. G. E> 

ih A, 
JL S. 


Iuelosuri; in Ko. 37. 

Zfcrsd 'nr imfcWwif J™w«W/Sfr pab'rrul IfcwoM, <*« J w, ‘ 1S “ , 

‘ w October 18S6 Jlueguerdich Scfilian was condemned to three years nnpnsm,- 

,tt ™ 1„ N'oveirtbar of tb. same year BaWoshum, Varjabdian, Thomas Aroian, and 

**&. ggp ^ to con - 

to *tum\ bis SCO in ms. BfttW*** 
““it is worthy of notice that In ******* "lit n^I 5SR £atS 

nuencceft.be unfounded and '<jx.nim» i»a u ^ S ,wkea™sii and advocates, 

authorities, their ft* cx-Patriareh, Mgr. 

“ju^wasJ vr a* - .1. *— s* 

arehatc. 1Buned 0uni g, who Had come to Constantinople. from Bulgaria, was 

arrested there for the alleged poaatMhm 0 £ Armenia, and 

MuegUerdich Terlomemu was nrro *ta< ml. l in ,hc churches of 

$8 Sul; .safisgS*; * r tgssgji 

.r^&^nnlinoplo. There, however, he was 

rearrestvd and impriwwd. ;llld li * l ' l J “ J’"Sj on offw(! d to the military for unlawful 
fnconsciiuenceol iliL CDcoujittr ofi i] _ _ al , d o-jnd Juno during a 

entrv into the Armenian churches m'1® » J r* <lf tllB provincial authority. 
Church election, the chmt W^idu « bun* > J. ll0tn twenty-six were subsequently 
EiiHv-si'vt-u individual* thoiij 1 J iumriwmui'nt varying from three 

Sged, but the Ml *• S5^StoSSSfflKiffl3s« for life. 

IS -SUM * l ’“ 8 “ 

ilmn evijed to Eraereum, without trial. He couiu om; 

s,,,.,r,:! »* 4 aatfs 9 fei -™ 

Hirustoih 
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In TJece.mberof the same year the secret police conducted a strict search m tho 

official residence (Bdueationul) Societies in 

, Suh-Inspeetor, Marker Katanian as the 

Armenia, Jj ^ ln doenmonts criticising the authorities, were arrested, 

suspected anti Sunday-school pupils, Belli™ Shatlag it/.ian, Bodies 

., ,-V?- r4SSKinS»hm, Aris Ahhigiak UoohamM* lyoukanian, knfar 

Keshan Odian, and Michael Katanian, were wrested. 
Bcuasgiam 1 , tj sjtndnvoriiiu wem tloclwfficl to be huioecTit nud diacb^rgd ■ 

K ' ^ youtlu B. waghtmn 

^ Aklnmrn^ T^ r K, i , mi-e tnmMmimcl to three month| impnsomneiit fia 

b,iiiis,,c<i to ^ ib Asia 

» J %; 1S S7 Muegueniioh Sareiau, the Inspector-Genera] of Armenian Selmols 

U -i 1 1 liiMoriuci' secretlv, in iiiglit time* tn Konia^ and the Litter to Euydad, 

“at Majesty the 

bul thc Vincipal officers of the Association have 
4 M ^cadybecn imprisoned 

h 'Yu’ thrrpria S t °i ,1 tr>ame year the brothers Ganampokbian and Murkboa 

Mondi^u worn imprisoned in Vim^ ^ Ke()rk P ^ an iau, his two ncpliows, and 

““!'“ I’KIt, as compromised in S#»r Tokhmakhifei's case, the 

^ YeW “ 

lilmm at'constnntiuoplii), andU other 

- SSfiSS S* 3 j 

Vilayet of l'agliesb and the 1 “h'a, lr‘iscciat . ® nl ,d in the course 

effeoted nu entry into the Monastery of the - J and knocked about 

of a minute sea U for arms "'^ ^.bmu" 'l^ Armenian Patoiamh at 

JYnsmYinoidc 1ms £&«*«« P»^‘ *8^““ «* ° £ ° 

lllC m Armenian at Ismid, who had » & possession a historical novel, 1ms been 

amsteii imdluiprEoneda Buspcyt. recently arrested us n 

tork Pa 3 Ln| T .y^wrly to F mdk ,s a 

an^pett and then dts^bui^i'i,, -nil ^ ^ ^ WftS ma 4 c among bis pnpe^. Although 

ISSlSS—“»"* S, IS hwevw, k.,,t (.. Gm> SM '* 

GoY'cmor-Gcnnral of the Yiky^ ,, , . / . a9s(im 0 f Sl im’gn iimnhci' of Armeiiiftns ns 
mental in the imprisonment, ;■ 1 _ . ., i'-ttrinvcli that he i» assured of the loyalty 

suspects, whilst 11 is Majesty CoSaSople stales that there are twelve 

Of a* Armenians. A pnva- ! «» ' ™ /li VcMte, with all their document* 

Ai-menians imprisoned in llu Suha s Anumiian revolution, and Ims 

siasaffffi £ SsarajSj^stftetSS 

SjSiSMRiSSSEr "...'...HW m m~* -I ■» “• 

^muting of freedom of apeoch nod frc^dora >f tbo preaa.__ _ 
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No, 28. 

Sir IF. White to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Receuwl March 26.) 

jj v Goi[.s , ffrrtii’nflj}ie ( March 13 , 1863- 

WITH reference to my despatches Nos. 89 nod 100 of the 29th ultimo ami 
8th iusluitL, I have the honour to transmit herewith t.n your Lordship copies of two 
tlcsisnttilios from Her Majesty^ Consul at Damascus, in the former of which lie report 
a quarrel between Moslems mul Christians which arose at the funeral ot a Gteek 
Catholic, and in the latter he gives further details regarding the violation of the French 
Consulate at Damascus. 

1 have* &c. 

{Signal) W. A, WHITE- 

P.S.—Bince writing the above I have received a further despatch from Mr. Dickson, 
giving" details of the violation of the Consulate mentioned m the postscript of 
Mr Dickson's dosiHiloh No, MS (copy inclosed), 

W * A, W. 

luclosure 1 in No, 38. 

One,™/ Dick&on lo Sir IF, H kite. 

Damascus * February 24, 1888. 

I ii AYE the honour to report to your Excellency an incident which (incurred in 
tins citv between Moslems and Christians on Sunday last, ihe l9i.li instant, and winch, 
following on the late disturbance between those two secte at Bey rout, and on the 
quarrel between the Druses ami Christians at Ain Shnara, mentioned m my despatch 
of the 19th in slant, has caused not a little sensation in this place- t 

AYhilst the funeral of a Greek Catholic, of the quarter of the city called the 
Meed&n, was passing on its way to the cemetery tiu^ugh the Hhaglioius a part 
inhabited by a low ©lass of lUossulnmis, a Mohammedan youth u^>d some opprobrious 
expressions'in reference to the deceased and to Christians in general. ■ umr of the 

Christians who were following the funeral arrested the youth and took him to the 
nearest police station, but the fiaptieh in charge* instead ol punishing the culprit, 
repented the same expressions against the Christiana* and sent word to the next police 
station, by which the funeral would pas^ that the Christians were creating a_d^- 
tnrbonca (fit arriving at this second station ihe funeral was stopped, and some of the 
friends of the dead man were arrest ci whereupon the other Christians in the procesSLun 
deposited the coffin in the police Station and preceded to the QnmIx. Catholic -Buhcro. 
(the Patriarch being absent.) to make u oomph ini and ask for redress, a great crowd oi 
Chrhljans at the sara- time assembling around the residence ot the Bishop. I is 
Eminence proceeded to the Vuli with one or two ol t ie leading Greek Catholic 
inhabitants, and hud the whole matter bHore his Exccllcney, who_lost nu m m 
HCiiding a police force to the Shaghour quarter, and ordered that the 1 hristjms shonk 
Iks' allowed to pwjocwl ivith the luvioral, and that those who had bmi defamed should 
he set at liberty* His Excellency has also ordered the arrest of the youth who used 

& insulting rpitheK and lijs Mh&i ; .police ollVeiab implicatod in the aiTmr ; and 

several Moslems. The Greek Catholic Bishop is reported to have at first sliown some* 
reluctance to act in the matter, aiul my French colleague sent to him ins dragoman to 
s; ,y that he was quite ready to take measures on behalf of the Oliristiaus if necessary, 

which offer, however, was not accepted. *..*,*, 

Tliis incident, following on the other two above mentioned, and so shortly after the 
question of the violation ?£ the Fre.u-li Consulate imported m my despatch of the 
;U instant, has not tended to allay any Wing of excite.mat among the Christians,nor 
to do away with mivspirit uf opposition to Inreigtiers which msu exist auiong the more 
h. different piirls ot Jim county Thai th ? spirit has tame 
u'ihv apparent of laic in some places Is confirmed by a letter (of which ibi g to nu.kw 
. ,,. v ,i!i! ;tJt extract) which l have just received from an English gentleman engaged 
lor upwards tif twentv years m forming operations ha gj neinily id an 

AntSly Mussulman ffisti.net t, and who is uov. meeting with much difliculty im the 

l>t,t rndlVinel/tarininislanivs it is very necessary that the power of the Executive 
Should lie in I he bunds of a prudent ns well as an energetic Govmwr-General, m 


nrd&r that more serious consequences should ho prevented from arising out of the 
present somewhat unsettled state of the minds of the peo^k.^ ^ 

(Signed) JOHN DICHSGN* 


Inclosure 2 in No* 28* 

Extract from Letter of aw ifoj£&A GtenijEjafliaii to Consul Did; son, 

I HAVE been forced to come on liere (Baalbcc) owing to the people of Keby 
Shuot encroaching on our lands at Yah Foot a, ploughing up our crops, and Hi rental Ling 
our peasantry. A? the land in question is valuable, 1 could not let tilings go cm just 
® iv> Kcby '3 folks wished, so 1 had a formal complaint entered against, them, and they 
‘have been brought on to answer to the charges. Of emirse. a lumber ot the officials 
arc sidm" with mv opponents, both Moslem and Chefs dan,.as cash is ioithcoining, m , 
as the people arc’decidedly guilty, 1 think they mil he imprisoned, only 1 find that 
there is' a alight wish on the part of the Matammedtm population at present to go 
neahJlteiXms. Of «om4 1 having been here so many years and knowing the 
inhabitants, each oue personally, they are not so hard against me; only ( do not like 
this movement, at the tame instant as it were by flic people of Swighayetntolhesoath- 
snnth-east of ns, and the Mctiv Shoot people on our western hmmdancs; the one party 
£ o^g oufiak pinsorres, and the otllov party ploughing up our mops and churning 
land lout one and a-hulf hours' distance from the boundaries of Neby Sheet, and u 
tlm real kinds of Yalifoofa, and for which ive hold the Taboo papers since upwaids of 

cloven years, 

fidd&Gc, February 21,1888* 


In closure 0 in No. 28. 

Cowjfif to Sir IV, Frftife- 

«* Dwma^uff, Ft?6r«ary £4, 18S8. 

1 IVTi’ll reference to my despatch of the 3rd instant, respecting the violation by 
the notice of the Trench Consulate, I have the honour to report to your Excellency 
that A] U fnihcvt, Councillor of the Trench Uw ati Coastantigte. and his 
Exctlleflov Risa Dcy, FrecureUi'-G^u&’nl ot ttio High Comi of JiiBftoG .it Lrm 
slauiiimpU- amvoil iSt week at Bcyreut, as Oolite® oi^tlio part of the French arid 
Ottoman ^vermnonta respectively, to inquire into the alfafr, and are expected aliorth 

Inl ^Tafl I have been Jib to aswrtaiu, tho (toils of this incident do not 
essentially difler from wluit I hwo already reported to your Excellency, cxer-pUbitt the 
Algerian\vlio was stauding at the door of the French Consulate was not the man 
arrested by the police, but that another Ggei'inu, who came from t-1iui interior of 
tbu'"Consulate duviug' the orcuri'cnee, was cejituitd mid t'»kim away. Ihe account 
avven by mv Vvviich colleague states that a secret enussary of the police succeeded m 
liivinir out*into the streets the Algerian above mentioned, who was standing in_ the 
doorway, hut that he contrived to oseapo and afterwards returned to the Ornj,idate- 
Duriit'^his stribeles with the police several other Algerians who were m the Consulate 
ranu to the re.su ue, one of whom was arrested and carried off hydhc police^ but ordy 
SEr h had been severely beaten L the hands in order to make hm relax hold on 
the ganlcn rolls to which he ^ ttnd whic h are some distance msido the ^to of t c 
rirtyimbite Mv French colleague turthcr use vibes premeditation on the part of the 
notice anil alii™ that the aflhir was deliberately planned beforehand, ihe violation 
oF l he Dousu late* * le st a Lea, took place on the morning of the feast of the Conversion of 

known that tho cav^ f of the Consulate wo«M be m 
atteSo on tlic Fmnci^n monks in ceh-bniting the religious ceremony euteido t e 
town -uitcs, and that consequently there would he no one to guard tho entrance-of the 
Consiiiatc, The eavass who happened to bo present* and who offered some resistance, 
wag qoxvcvless on acobunt of an accident which obliged him to carry Ins arm m a 
8 $Jg P Tho Lime therefore weis, according to M. VMri* well chosen by the poUoofor 
the obieat they had in view, and, although it is true that the; Algerians; who wore m the 
CouBiiiato tuck up their arms in order to oppose tho police, the latter threatoned to fire 









upon them, ami a serious quarrel wtia only averted by the interposition of the Consular 

Dm soman and the Consul himself. ... * ^ . , l, 

Bhe affair will, no doubt, be carefully inquired into by the Delegates, and t ie 
e3£a ct facts of the cose ascertained, but my French colleague complains much of the 
want of courtesy on the pari of the Vali in not, on his reprinting the case to 
liis Excellency, sending on official to the Consulate to hear Ins (1L P&'utuss) version 
of the affair,' and to assist, him to investigate thoroughly the matter, instead o 
appointing one of the police officers themselves to hold an iiulcpendont inquiry. 

1 have the honour to add that the delay which baa occurred m the arrival oi the 
Delegates in Damascus is stated to bo caused by the illness oi Eixa Boy, who liau, in 

consequence, been unable to leave Beyrouth 

1 1 have, &a 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSOE. 

p S —Since writing the above the Trench Consulate has been again violated by 
the police, wlvo entered the building this afternoon to atwst a Trench dew. they were 
fired upon by the cavnsses, and the police officer was wounded. 1 have accordingly 
telegraphed to your Excellency in this sense. 


Inclosuro 4 in No. 28. 

Consul Dickwtt to Sir IF I Vkite* 

Damascus, February 28,1888. 

AY IT II reference to my further despatch of the 21th instant, on the subject 
of the entering of the police into the Trench Consulate, I have the honour to miorin 
vour Excellency that mil a little surprise and sensation were created m Damascus on 
the afternoon of Friday last, the 24th instant, by the report, which spread rapidly 
through the town, that tlio French Consulate liad a second tunc been violated by uia 
police that the unvagses had fired upon them, and that a police officer bad been 
wounded. ! had the honour I ho same evening to telegraph to your Excellency m Lins 
sense. 

The facts of the case are as follows *.— , 

On Friday afternoon, the cvc of the Jewish Toast of Funm, an Algerian dew v.as 
amusing seme children to the Jewish quarter ot the town by driving thorn about, m a, 
small earl, but was stopped and arrested by the police on account ol not having 
a licence for the cart. While he was being conducted to the child police-station ol tin; 
quarter, which is situated at the northern gate of the town, called Bah lounw, ljchM 
to \ms t as the shortest, way, before the French Consulate, into which he suddenly 
rushed, after breaking away from the police, ITc was, however, pursued hy the latter, 
who are stated to have been eight in number, into the Consulate, where they were met 
jjY qji the cavafises and Algerian refugees, who immediately opposisl them, ana a. 
setilllc ensued, during which revolvers were discharged and sabres used. and n cavass 
and police officer were wounded. Four of the police managed to lmike Ibetr escape, 
hut Lite other four were overpowered by the envasses and detained wj the Consulate 
after being disarmed, ray French colleague at once making a i proctt-verbal . in He 
presence ef witnesses of the whole proceedings, hi the course of which the policewho 
were arrested admitted that they had entered the Consulate, but. tried to excuse them¬ 
selves by declaring that they were not. aware at the tune that it was the Consular 
residence. Large crowds had, in the meanwhile, collected around the Lietich 
Consulate, which fortunately is situated in the Christian quarter of t-hc town, and nut 
in one of the mere fanatical Mussulman quarters, otherwise a disturbance might liifu- 

been the result , , „ ,. . f n 

X lost no time in calling on M. mm to obtain from torn an account of the 

■recurrence, and ho informed me that the facts were us above sUM. hut ho uiteg** thirl 
the revolver was discharged by one of the Algwdftui-in flig JjJ*» ant l 
mul, although be was somewhat reticent on tho subject of tine wounding oj thn ponce 
officer* I further undncstuml that tho latter received a sabre cut on 1 he head. ^ 

There appeai-s to he no doubt that tlic French Consulate has this timo been 
entered bv tie police, and this incident, flowing w» H>im on Lira tevim-r -dteged md «>1 
violation, and during tho. presence at Beyrout of the French mid 1 uikisli Ite.cgntcs 
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. „ w to inquire fete the matter, slums it want of tarf, prudence, andcourtesy 
ta to management if their affair. W tho local authan^wl^ incscusable. 

(Signed) ’ JOHN DICKSON. 


No. 29. 

Sir W. (iViit,: lo the .VfrifijKi* of S»!is&Bi$[.—( Re * e i l ‘*I March 20.) 

(No. 114.) Coii.vli.rilmiedt', Morck 16, 1888. 

My with reference to mv despatch No. 35 of the 31st January, I tare the Umimvr 

tv trauslnit herewith to ynw Lottlsliin u copy ot ^ ,'J? Vtt^UT the 

ChrStmaim to Mr. Blok, givmg **» information with regard to the extent ot 

famine in tho district of Adana, j h&vo, &c. 

(Signed) AY* A* TYHITL, 


Indosuro in No. 29, 

Mr. Christa to Mr. Block. ^ 
endeavour to give you the pronused 

n0t an 1,solute exact notion of the auttoing «usc<l lgr 

it «*=iSfSSiiH? *“ 

figures, lost year only showed approximately 10.0WM., and even «*«•«»«« 
y0tb Sirtt Council of 

ZXS^iZ givc'ihc ncuossiuy assistance I sending, in duo time, grain 

^'ThetoUowi arc the quantities sent to this vilayet by tho Central Itclief 
Committee at Conat&ntiuople:—- 

1. Tot seeds. okti Ton*, 

,, 1,MO,0(H> 3 JiSSft 

wh^t .. - v- L t aaa 

Darky *. *« -* __ 


2* For food to the inhabitants. 


Wheat 

^lOllT 


OltC*. Tona, 

t^UO.OOO - 1.473 
fljft0,000 31U 


3 . Cotton seed for sowing purposes, and also for food for <*«*?, I.WIO.UOO ok» - 
lj2 “^ Coiijpiittcc of Adana lias nmxdmsial. by saiietiqn of tho 

in I mbit ante. j 

[62&J 
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The general Lotnl, there fore, shows 
X r i|oc' seeds— 

(Vhcai < ■ » 

UhtIc 1 )' m ■- -* 

Cditfin seed .. - - ■ « 


2. For iood- 

Wliusit 

Flour 


Tour, 

2,373 

U23 

lil2B 

4.GJ9 

Tons, 

1,624 

310 

1,934 


'lie*-awliUK the distribution many complaints have been heard,and, judging from 
thr usual state of affairs in this district, T fully believe 1®*& they arc justified, 

A certain Abdel-Kmler EffentU Bapdatii who has not hy any means a good 

.utation, has been entrusted with the delicate mission to superintend Use attribution, 

which is much to bo Mir prised at, amt it is therefore not astonishing it abuses ha\e 
actually token place' The man, unfortunately loo late, I his been dismiss^ and it 
would have been much to the people’s advmtfln if he had never V 

His Kxeelkmcy Hadji Hua$n Berthe ltoVornoi>Generul of Adam*, has 
rixvit ohcygv i sincn*bis arrival here, in endeavouring to assist the sufiemig population. 


1 have to iawpn vou urn rue uovurniii’-vroiHr™* ^ " : .. \ 

but! terms, cliitpy caused, by what 3 bear, on account, of the already mentioned 

Ahdel*Kader Bffindi Baird ati, , T 

j am l'idly convinced that the Governor-Genera! is a very hones i man, and Earn 
sure that be has net. profited by his positjoji here as Vah; I am inclined to believe 


that he lias been misled in appointing Abdel-leader liltondi 



I received gtjod* informalirm to the effect that great misery still twists in several 
districts near Adana, especially i" 1 iu- Cam of Cana - Vssaloo, Ynrsoynt, and other?, and 
I think the Can vermin ml ought to devote a greater attention to the above-mentioned 
places, lu order to sustain them for at least two or three months, until the new crops 

become 'available.. . ,„ „ . . , , t _ 

! n (ia i-l v (an it i ci I In mention a grtnt mold: al 1 1 y \vl uc lies lets _ amougs 11 lie sjiu ; pj 
' bear daily tliat. Uirmsands die,and in the district ot Lhyas it is said that LA. hi died 
Intelv. I’lio Government sent a physician a few days ago to impure into the nature 
of the (tease l the report submitted was Hint the wont of grass during the whole el 
i- :.' summer lJJd destroyed their stomachs* and that they now sutler from a disease of 

i (mvc done my utmost, to give vou as much information as possible by this mail, 
bui i must confess it is not to my satis [action; my wish was toscad you a genera 
report, otherwise prepared ; however, when i receive the asked information, I shall 
endeavour to forward you a much better report, 

I remain, 

(Signed) M. F. CUTVES'I’MANN*. 


No. ilO, 


,s r ; r IK. IVhUr to the Marqm of SuUshurtj.— [Reed t ed March 2&) 

mo. 118 . C^hfidenUal) ltfii 

Mv Lord Consttmlttwple, March 18, ISbb. 

i\ T addition to the da tails given hy M. Fleurens to the Karl of Lylton, :ls reported 
in the latter’s despatch No. 143 of the 2nd instant to your Lordship, on this notations 
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of the French Consulate at Damascus, the following particulars may have some 
interest for your Lordship:— 

The French Government, arc so keen just now to soothe the Sultan m every way 
that they have studiously avoided in this incident touching on any questions of 

principle. , . ... 

Of these there were actually two, on both of which the French had right on their 

aide* 

One consists in the objection which the Turks make to looking upon Algerians as 
French subjects, because the Sultans have never recognized the legality of the French 
domination in Algiers; the second is ati even more complicated one. 

The Sultan, in liis capacity of Caliph, thinks tliat ho ought not to allow Mussul¬ 
mans who reside iu his dominions to be considered in any way under the protection of 
Christian or foreign Courts, and to adjust a noji-Mnhommeda.il jurisdiction over their 


persons or property. 

The Algerian concerned in the first incident at .Damascus was a Mnhommedan, 


the one in the second was of the Jewish creed. 

' the French Government demanded as a reparation from Turkey the dijfiuifcHtil of 
the Vjili of Damascus, who happens to be a connection of the Grand Vizier, To this 
the Sublime Porte very reluctantly consented, but making it a condition me qud ?n>n 
that the French Consul should bo recalled at tlic same time. The French Embassy 
offered to do this later on. but the Porte would not give way, and I now hear that 
both Vaii and Consul will be removed simultaneously, though, oi course, the latter 
will obtain re-emptovment. , 

Count Montebello has shown throughout a strong desire to persuade Ins Govern- 
meant to display a- conciliatory spirit, and appears most, desirous £( de manager le 
Sultan“ in His Majesty feelings. 

I Juavc, &e* 

(signed) w. a. maim. 


No. 31. 


Sir \i\ It 'hite to the Marquis of Salisbury ,-— [Receivetl March 2ti.) 


(No. 119.) , o _ 

My Lord, March 16, l£>88* 

AS regards the malpractices of Knpeliaii Kffendi m the Lebanon, Count 
Montebello has not yet received the instructions of bis Govermaent spoken of in the 
Bari of Lyttou's despatch No, HO, Confidential, of the 2nd instonl, to your lordship* 
Availing myself, however, of your Lordship’s discretionary authority, conveyed to 
mi! in your instructions No. 7b of tho 71.U instant, I thought it right to moot the 
subject privatelv with the Grand Yissittf, which I did a couple of days ago. 

f find his"Highneso fully aeqnaiutoil with the subject, and convinced^of the 

desir 
that 

to Ivupcnu.. . - —. , ^ .. _ _ 

tils orders that Kupelian had been sent for to Constantinople, and that lie was seeking 
for sumo fa vourahlc opportunity to got him moved to some other post; and thus the 
matter stands at present. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) kV\ A* WHITE. 


No. 32. 

Sir IT. iVhitr to ike Marquis of Salisbury—[Received March 26,) 

(No. m.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, March 30, looS- 

I HAVE the iLOttour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a despatch 
from Her Mujeaty’s Consul at Trobizond, reporting the destruction of i\ band of 
brigands headed }>y one Itoslihs, who succeeded Mindjan Oglou, whose baud ivas 
destroyed last summer, as repotted i]i iny despatch No. ol tlu: 18th August of Iasi 

I have, &c. 

(Signeil) W. A. WHITE. 


1 




TP!- 
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Inctosurc l in No. 3'L 

Consul Lmycorth to Sir W. White. 

TrebisdtA, Match 11,1888. 

*'• as w »- F fflssas 

Though to **^5w?’JaSS’ter he restricted Ws irctwious explmts to leg 

'iSte rtS®* 

iHrS:^|«S=KE 

™ d WWmdCd 111 ^ “ ( s ig ni) 1,1T<: ’ H. % MUGWOBTH. 

Indosurc 3 in No. S3. 

E , riraf , ^Utier an fl. /i '""'- 

«#$TcholuU Hustoin, *» J aml 

y-intiuhs got a lad to sot tire; to 1 to' ^ UbC r . nd<M& were shot de#, ami two ot in.i-, 

4 1 j \ ,1 in 1-11 d, O Lit . 1 tcdii d a ml Ll is t ■/, i > U I>' L “ l “j' ‘ t rm lQ ue \vs reachi Eig 

» — - “ 

OriLouat 3 s&‘t mjiU i mt 

W* *» bro^Ut to Ortou 1 ® »«?*“»“* ' 

Ordoy, March lQ# ttiSS. _ _ __ 


No, 33. 

OJfce to Mr. Hdjor«* 

Foreign MwcA *7,1681L 

>h| x AM directed by tbo Maraud to^ Sa^l^y ’j^meipian reeidonts uj 

loltcxof the 15th wsAm% sign id on l^n j ' t , e jfigtent mensnrea (, V 

ugtoii. in yw <*u jitentwj to Cl r L wavrk|i litltomli^ 

0 f i_li 65 Porto to introduce retonus nit ■ I « tp^^y of Berlin, , ., 

g«a^!Ssaas&^^ : *.**“•■***— w 


lie enabled to judge whether any of them can properly and usef ully he laid before the 
Turkish Ministers. But I am to point out that m a matter which alTeots the proper 
execution of the Treaty of Berlin it can scarcely be hoped that the advice and repre¬ 
sentations of Great Britain alone will he effective unless the other Governments 

parties to that Treaty are disposed to join f , . t 

I am to add that the Turkish Ambassador at this Court has requested to he 
Furnished with, a copy of the Memorial and its mclosnrc, of which his Excellency 
appears to have heard indirectly. Lord Salisbury would he glad to know whether the 
Committee have any objection to the papers being communicated to Rustem Paata, 

I am, &C- 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEPOm 


No. 34, 


(No. 97.) 
Sir, 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White, 


received from a Committee of Armenian residents ro unnon,- nan.iig « 

erievamsfe of the Armenian population of Turkey, and to the absence, ot effmicnt 
measures on the part of the Porte to introduce reforms into the provinces of the 
Turkish Empire inhabited by Armenians, as stipulated m Article LAI of the lieaty 

0t a copy of the reply which I have returned to ibis communication. + 

I have to request your EmlApioy to furnish me with a Report upon the state¬ 
ments contained in thia tifowaM and its imdosure, and to inform me whether any of 
them coukl, in your opinion, he made the subject of representations to the lorte with 
a prospect of benefit to those affected. 

I am, tac t 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 35. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W, White* 

(No* 96.) Foreign Office , Msrcfe 30, 188S. 

1 II WE received your Excellency's despatch No. 121 of the 20th ins to sit, and ite 
inclosurcs, from Her Majesty’s Consul at Trehizoad, renting the destruction of a 
bund of brigands which im rceently iufcffiteA tlmt district under the leadership of a 

mm 1 have to request that your Excellency will take an opportunity of expressing to 
tha Porto the satisfaction with which Her Majesty N s Government have hoard of the 
success of the local authorities in clearing the country_of these predatcny bands, 
which wore a continual source of inconvenience and anxiety to the British subjects 
interested in the Lidjcssy mines, 

1 am, OvC* 

(Signed) SALISBURY, 


No. 36, 

M. Hagapian to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 2.) 

vi,, i m & 25, €psiftoii Read, Fulham, London, March %% 1888. 

f The Comiuitteo of Armenian residents in London have t)ie honour to acknowledge 
tlie receipt of your Lordship's reply of the 37 th instant, in answer to their Memorial and 

IndoBuro of the 15th instont. M „ 

They arc "lad that the statements of fact contained m these documents will, as a 
nrolimiunry step, be sent to ddnstmitinople to lie reported upon by Her Majesty a 
Ambafisaior in that eite, and they have the honour to inclose, tar similar communis 
cation, further and more recent statements of Jaet brought under their notice, 

* Nu. 27. t 











The infraction of the letter and spirit of the Article of tto treaty of Berlin 
concerning Armenia lifts, Irani the very day of the signature of that solemn r ^y by 
llis Imperial Majesty the Sultan, been so notorious anti persistent that, in the mturats 
of our common humanity, the Committee entertain the most rar.iesUmd devout hope 
that the other Signatory Potf#, on feeing invited to do so, will join m any stop« toat 
Great Britain might propose to take in so noble and so highly humanitarian a tasK. 
In the meant ime the Committee will communicate to t heir countrymen dwelling m the 
various pails of Europe the terms of your Lordships letter, in order that they may 
take such action as may he in their power to induce the Governments of the 
countries in which they wide to cooperate with your Lordship in this generous 

™ r With reference to the roqwit of the Turkish Ambassador, Uic Committee would 
bo glad if the documents referred to, and which they have had the honour of sending 
to your Lordship, were Formally communicated to lum, They say this both on public 
2J private groimda, because they cannot forget that his I^eelleney s experience as 
Governor-General of the Lebanon will enable him to use his cnlighnmed judgment, on 
the unhappv and painful circumstance* which give its rmm delre to ILc Armeman 
ouestion, aiut which can only be removed by a thoroughly honest and sincere effort on 
the part of the Sal Ian’s Government in the direction desired by the Armenian people, 
and already advised by 'Her Majesty’s Government. 

In conclusion, the Committee gratefully recognize the cordial and sympathetic 
tone of your Lordship's reply, and express their sincere acknowledgments 

AVo nave, &c.. 

(Sig ned) G, II AG 0 PI A A, Cha wn of Commit ter, 

(Signed) H. Sevaslt, Secretary* 


Inelosuve in No, 3G. 

Appendix to Manorial. 

The names of the Armenians known to be imprisoned at the Palace of VihHa 
Kiosk are the brothers Llevlmnuc* and Kurakin Issngouliau, \iurlaTi ^ lartiiun, 
Muegucrditch Terlememn, M. liavoutioun Agliuvimn and his son Krikons-all su 
natives of Ym*, Kdork T^bfmitm, of Tukal, and M, Sareianjhe Inspector of Schools, 
ill the service of the United (E&uo#jonal) Societies, , 

As advised from Constantinople on the 5th March, the examination of these 
persons had already been completed twenty days before that date and their mnoconco 
established; nevertheless their discharge depended on thodirect orders ol His Imperial 
Mide% the Sultan, and they were kept close prisoners, 

Further advices from Van report that on the 171 h December, 1557, tlie liousts of 
BoHios N ataman, Mauong Sosoiaii, and Alihrau Jlusian were scarcbed. 

The Reverend Aratn Yariahed Tokbmakluan and Karckm 1 aghexhbuaii were 
durin- 41 hours cruelly kept without food or drink as dangerous ^revolutionists. 
Eventually the other imprisoned Armenians, discovering their condition} sent them 
bread and water through the Turkish keepers, and communicated the facts to t lie 
people, The Armenians, made very indignant, sent- the Bishop to the Aals to ascertain 
the truth, The Vali denied having ordered the punishmont of the two prisoners by 
starvation, nevertheless bin angry look* seemed to belie his wonts. Lhe deputation in 
the ejp prevailed upon him to iond a doctor to attend to tlie vm fortunate clergyman 

init oTthe27th December Garnliud Xatanian was imprisoned, Ids brother Kluieha- 

door being also “ waut^fe” , r ,, , . . - ... 

In 11 latter written ill the early part of Feb mar y this year it is reported that a 
weU-edueuied young mtiu mimed Michael H, Nalaman, who was condemned lo ho 
exiled on the 22nd December, 1886, to Konte (vide Appendix I), had ]USt died there, 
no was declared to he a revolutionist. Ho was born in 1570. . 

On the 3rd ,Tumiary, 1555, Si amid icon Chelchipuiiowm, Dili ran Baytown* anci 
Rrikor Paghetsdan were imprisoned. The Inst I,wo are hoys of tureho years of age, 
and their crime is the possession of song-books and tales. 

On the dili January Kovork Sherente was I'Oun'ORtcd, _ , 

About the saxno (tale Vartan Zeramau and Garabed Zoranian wefj imprwpuea 
for liaviig drunk the health of the ex-Putriareii KUrimiuu instead d that oi the 

Sultan, 


On the 7th January fclio Houses, of Panes Terleiuezian, Roitpeu Sliaduvorian, 
Akhigian, Burentjiaii, Movsta Maioiuu, and HovWmes Amadouni wore searched. 
Maloian Am&doum, Barentjian, Mahnos Shadavmian, Koulatomii, Gaiibed, and 
Armoiuig Ydgarian woe imprisoned; Ho vh tunics SliadavOrifm was ordered tn forbid 
ins son from pursuing the occupation of a teacher. 

The officers of the Government who conduct searches in Armenian houses often 
carry off a number of articles which might be of use to them : they simply rob the 
bouses under guise of making searches. 

On the occasion of the Christmas festival on tins 1 5th January Four Armenians 
who had boon implicated in the (E^tuibancas which took place b jirne 1SSG on the 
day of the election of the Bishop in Van were discharged. Among them was Movsfe 
Maloian, who was imprisoned as being the correspondent of the Sf Ar&v&Ik 31 of Con- 
Htantinqple, and as the probable one of the iH Armenia lf and other papers, 

The Reverend Father.!Dr* Daniel was still in prison on the 24th January. He is 
accused of having preached the purchase of arms for future use. 

Eight Armenians belonging to the village of Alur, where the above prelate 
preached, were put in solitary confinement. 

It h worthy of remark that the Mahommed&ns are not precluded from carrying 


Xo. 37. 

The Marqah Of SnUsbttry lo Sir J White. 

^ Foreign Q$jce t April 4, 1S8B + 

WITH reference to my despatch No. U7 of the 29th ultimo, respecting the 
grievances or the Arraenrifn population of Turkey, I transmit to y oui 1 LxceUimey 
herewith a copy of a further, lotto? which I have received from tlie Committee of 
Armenian Residents in Loudon,* forwarding an Appendix to the Memorial inclosed in 
their previous communication. This paper contains some additional and pore recent 
statements of fact which have been brought under the notice ol riio Com mi Gee. 

I shall be glad if your Excellency will include these papers hi the Report, called for 
iu my despatch aljovo referred to, 

I propose to cominimieate a copy of the Memorial and Appendix to the Turkish. 
Ambassador at this Court, 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) ' SALISBURY. 


Ho* 38. 

Sir IF, Whttfj to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Received April 7.) 

MyLord^ Coju’f^ihb cpk' f March 27, 1588. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship a copy of a despatcb 
from iter MajeHiy^ ConsuLt^eral at Boyrout, reporting the arrival of All Pasha, the 
Governor-General of the revived Vilayet of Bey rout, 

Mr, Eldridgc remarks that the re-creation of this post seems to give general 
satisfaction, that it is said to be due to llis llighiioss Kiumil Pasha, and that Ah 1 asha. 

eiijoye a good reputation, , # , * 

!lc fiirther points out tiiat n considcrahic advantage will bo gamed hy Luc lact tiiut 
CouHulfir officers will now bo able to interview personally tlie Vah without trouble or 
loss of time, 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE. 


* Mo. U, 



















30 


Tnclosuro in No, 39. 

CoitMUGnierat Eldiidge la Sir IF* TFAefe. 

Beyrout, March H, 1888 . 

Sr ' I un lb. Ml M dt* fc *J2SJ ifcSm-Siimi ?«» 

•'»" HtJ^fiSBXS3SriSS» it*. m tl>. mt *•». 

=S^3Ss£te*B«us«ae* 

vilayet, to which a Gov ernoM^crii jv a» jipl JL t |[ 9 mi \ m this arrangement the 
occasion ally visiting Bcymul ^L.rnith Bcvrout was reduced to a Mutest 

- “• -*•— 

central udministration of the \ dayret at Damascus. . exception of the 

ifc«» 

part of the vilayet had to be Uvtuiy reic .l r L " «■ . , tV _ m u ie inhabitants of that 
Damascus, to re-beretf •«* j«e UtUecr »o sjm r «thj 

city and the hntnedjately smroumhn >g ^ raubScully separated from thorn by a 
with the affairs of their■ neighbor s, be ' £ £ , cutirolv different from those of 

chain of moimtams, and whose stoics ^ au j" ’ d ^unfrcquently antagonistic 

SSE^5S*!g5*S?^s^^^g?SS&^'?£^ 

g?.SS * tmmm*** * 

vw«. k»»u w its 

in tlic prnolical working of the two riysteni^ ™ p^#ujO " f t))e -vilayet of Syria His 
l?indncial DcpaTtmtent at Beyriml, am > . „ t ; Vntessarif of Beyrout, and i 

Highn^, lo H.o boat of my recces**; was the inhabitants 

gin toll! that the present revival w mainly due to bis imtiitm,, lor 

which I have Lite honour to draw your kxcdlo.wjs * tl ™“ t S toofc n J peiS0 # 

A**. 

&? fiwtSSf“FCrtbd™^! xzsz «fS; 

»ri"S s 4 £|tby which esi w, 4 * 

and unnecessary fatigue wore incurred. . 

(Signed) ’ ‘ JACKSON ELDBIDGE, 


No. 39. 

Sir IF* JFMfe to the Marquis of Salisbury^{KfCviaed April 7.) 

(No. 1200 C&njdfiiKtn&pte, March 27, 18SS. 

My wmi reference to my despatch No. 103 of the Till Instant, I have the honour to 
\U ] H ul ^ ■ ? iLmii(*li from Her Maietitv's Gtomsul-fieneral at Beyrout, 

transmit cS™^ arrctWl in connection with the recent riot* were subjected 

reportn- that Luo im ,* ^tewes, un d wme even to death. 

tn 11 S^nSriJtgnSSre' tot he will call the new Vali, AU V<x\m% attention to these 
proceedings, £ „d suggest that they should he revised. &c 

(Signed)’ ’ TV. A, WHITE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 30. 

CojjswJ-G enera/ EMrutye la Sir JF. IF/trte. 

gj p Beyrout, March 17, 1899* 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 20th ultimo, reporting on the riot which 
occurred at Bcyrout in the curly part of February, I have the honour to inform your 
Excellency that the Christians arrested on that occasion were hastily tried before the 
juo-e dlnst ruction of' Bey rout, and sentenced to various prolonged gsrjM of imprison¬ 
ment, and some, it m said, to death. 

These Judgments were submitted to the Superior Criminal Court at Damascus, 
which confirmed the whole of them without any further inquiry, though \ am given to 
understand that at Buy rout the examination was merely superficial, and conducted in 
many cane* in the absence of the accused, while those present were not even allowed to 
speak in their own defence. 

I urn privately informed that the whole proceedings were conducted m such an 
irregular manner that the Jugc d ! Instruction protested against them as illegal, but he 
was%vqrrule-d, and urged on by the fanatical Cadi with threats to dispose summarily of 
the ease. 

In my opinion, great injustice ha* been committed, as it is a well-known fact that to 
si, quarrel there must be two parties; therefore the question arises why, in this in&tanc^ 
all the guilt should be thrown on one party while the other escapes scot-free* 

I do not in any way pretend to prejudge the case, but shall take an early opportunity 
of calling the attention of All Paslm (whose arrival is reported in my despatch of the 
■|4tb Instant) to the circumstances attending it, mid recommend to his Excellency that 
the previous proceedings should be revised according to law. 

There is no doubt that this affair, which was at the beginning only a simple quarrel 
which could have been settled by a couple of policemen, owes gravity to the unwarranted 
interference of the Oath, who assumed powers which he did not. posspaS, and therefore 
ought now to be made to feel the full weight of the responsibility he unwarrantably to ole 
upon himself. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. JACKSON ELDRIDGE* 


No, 40. 

JSir IF* While to the Marquis of Salisbury ^-{Received April /.) 

(No. 130. Coirfidcntial,) 

Afy Lord Con$twitijmjjie> March 30, 18^. 

BY the conteufe of my deapatohes No. 0, Secret, Xu. 43, Confidential, and No. 75, 
Confidential dated the 13th January, 41 li and 22nd February, 1388,1 ha™endeavoured to 
koeiJ your Lordship informed of what I could learn with regard to the uneasiness Felt by the 
Sultan us regards alleged conspiracy amongst In* Armenian subjects. _ _ 

Somehow or other the name of Armenia is connected in His Majesty’s mind with 
England, and nothing unpleasant can happen there without his imagining that there must 
be lo mo English intrigue at the bottom of tL. There is a certain class of persons at the 
Balacc ever ready to poison the Sultan's mimi against our country^ and this renders the 
subject an extremely'delicate one for my making official Enquiries on the subject in 

nflieinl sources. . . 

As Far a* [ can gather, however, the subject has not any real or uumment importance 

us vet, hut the severe measures adopted by some o'i the Yulis may expose itumceiU 
persons to unjust sus|]icion and persecution in distant provinces, and Urn unwise and 
unjust net* of the provincial authorities tend to propagate the discontent they propose to 

themselves to suppress. , , , 1T . . r . . , 

R’lm acntnnpanyiug copy of a report derived irom Mr. \V rutislaw ns unlorttmateiy an 

il lust ration of these practices. 

I have, so. 

(Signed) W. A* WHITE, 


L525] 


L 
















Incksurc in No. 40, 


Acting Consul Wralishiw to Sir W, White. 

_ + Erzeroum t Match 2, 1888* 

' ir ' WITH reference to my report to your Excellency of the 1st ultimo, 1 regret 
Lo say that the Ceding of jtndojy •».! suspicion with which,«» jtmr h^k^, 

the Mussulmans rclmrd the Christian inhabitants is inor<ttBin£ rather than aubaulmg. 
There Wtoy^fixed idea that the Utter are engaged in in^, o some k^nd or 
Oil -r ^iinst the Government. The consequence is that on the slightest suspicion 
CfeUL here are subjected to very rigorous treatment m the hog* that the nature of 

J0«f ExcdW - ^ *> -*—* 

l>0Slt AiXftw n»> nf Jf £ 

went oil a mkrimage to the Monjtery of Chengheli, id the SatidjJih ol Moral). ■ 1 y 
wtod nccompimicd ?» their rctnr.i by u Stnmln.nl Armen.™ «; ««' 
monasterv On reaching the village this uum, according to custom* yent to tHe P rl ^ l s 
house and stopped there one night; the next night he was mtertmjpd by a certain 
OhSjes ami ill the moi|ing left for Erzcromn. Ho stayed m the town 1 two or three 
days had his "te^erc" rostered at the Serai, and tijucUy proceeded on tus journey. 

' * ’ While at the priest V house ho had mentioned m the course of convcrSEttmu that 
latminlrs could get from 10 to 12 piastres a-day w'ng*$ at Batottm, tmd iWt i! any of 
those present liked to go there he could find them employment. U docs not appeal t int 
( ?item actually* a-reed to go, though they wore naturally taken with the 
rum in ri lively lii’di rate of wages. This was repeated to Nedjih Bug. -brother ot the 

Muilir, who, in the uhaende ol' liis brother, *“ ^ 

jiaLrict [IWmlthat Anmuviflus were being "envied flf wdmrs Ihc taimakam 
naturiillv informed the Vais, and (lie result was that the priest Ohaunes and Um olh& 
yilla-crswere at mice arrested. They have since been in pgeoihlust a ! tom 
Htihsiuiently at Emrilm, where they will remain until his Excellency the \ ah s attention 
toX" Awn w*.• Active mu* is jbdng **» ™ the StouboL, cc 
Meanwhile the case is a peculiarly Liard one, particularly for the pnt>k nn eld mini 
{) f *0 years of age, whose health cannot fall to sulgr from the iiarJslnps of pnsoti life m 
, , 1 . .I.™ weather* and the ill-treatment he receives irom the Mussulman pnHOners. 

This is only an Isolated instance of the recklessness with which the \ ah, whose 
hobby is the #covcry of plots, throws people into prison on the most mbcelmis churls. 
Once in i*ispn here, it is exceedingly difficult- for even an mumimit man, net possessed ol 

means, to get out. &c 

(Signed) ' A. C. WHAT1SLAW. 


No. 41. 

The Marquis r>/ Stlftiburp io Sir IV. White. 

(?■*• UB 4 Ityeiyii Office, April 11, 1888. 

' . iiwK «itd vo«r telly’s ilesputuli No. 120 of tho 27 th t.ltimo, 
forwurtliu 1 ' copy of a ilesiKitch from Her Mejtaty's ConsulHioucni 1 at -Hojrroul on Uio 

trial of, 4«»»«»« 1*1^1 «i«, \\WMW 
w i(h Ihc remit riots at I hut idnco; and l have b request tlw.it 3011 ml] 11 W 
Mr El drills that his proposal to call the ntuntion of the new A uli In the® 
mwced&gs, add suggest that they should ho revised, is approved,, 

(Signed) * * SAUSBU|y. 


S3 

Nth 12, 

g; r IT, White to the Marquis of Salktwnj.—(tieceivcd April 20.) 

t? 0 / Centfhm^aepJe, April 20, 1888. 

C MY despatch to your lordship No, 130 of SOth Mnrch, and your Lordslup to me 
Trr ii 7 ,.f ociii, Marnh ■ Arnienisiu Gi'ievaueos juid uHcgod Armenian conspiracy. 

J ' 0, TamWa koSulbm luis mcctel fwm l«t « 

idm ire said t« In' tliorou^hly under Mr. Itagopiau, aiid ho liitcxnl ictiLiuin.- 
' m-W-v as taMhim. 1 l.«s° tfct onlm haw been issued to 1ms them imMW 
landing and kivo Uiein «sikd l<> Africa, wtee »'-v >™'>B lnc11bl:en c l u,ta laWl > 

m w'wdsliip will know best whether any warning can be prudently given these 
parties without causing suspicion and inconvenience. 


No. m. 

Sir W. ir/Jifl to the-Marquis: of Salisbury,—{Betewd April 21.) 

(No. l-M. Confidential.1 Cmsmlimpte, April 10, 1886. 

y ifoE jho liolonr to forward to your Lordship n copy of a despatch recen'ed 
from Her Ma.icaty’s Consul at Jerusalem, dated the «lst ultimo, on tha subject oi the 
dWutes in rc-ard to the Holy Places hijtwq® Greeks and Latins. 

Previous to the Crimean War similar chum b and counter -claims brought an 
esliuin'cmcnl beUvwm Friuiee and Hnssia; but in the present iustuuce I notice that the 
if ‘ n Embassy is so desirous lo court Russian lricndiiip and favour that one need 
ha™ any api^mnsioo of any difference between the two nations nosing from such 

!lcttUse - 1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


luclosure in No. 43. 

Consul Moore to Svr W. White. 

Jerusalem, March ST, 1888. 

I HA VE the honour Lo report that tlu- Latins and Gr#ka arc retaliating on each 
other in^Warf to miuiers connected with the Holy Places m a manner whndiw ! 
prdbably end in a serious collision between them. As usual at the Ln&Ur ^ ®ii, 
Jerusalem is now' crowded with pilgrims of both seets-a circumstance which n.crcascs 

ilii-ft i^lifkiiGcs ns it ivonlil the of Hindi n« eojiftieti- . , % 

Tim French Amhessadoi not hliving succeeded in obtaining irom the \ one an order 
to the removal of tho Greek cross M Lo in my despatch of the lOLh . = 
he l iaB it h midecHtood, demanded as eomponsatiou certain concession k the mature ot 
U>1 j ’is act yet known, The Latina, however, have not awaited the result oi these 
ucirotiations* * Working daadestiiidy from a chapel of tlicira abutting on the Giotto-of 
Uic Nativity at Hethlehcm, they have tumiellcd tlnougli tho rock il pas^gc into the 
Gi-uSo which gives them free nooess thereto without tho neecsshy, us horetoloa, oi 
passing over tfreek property on their way thither. The ownership ot the Giotto in 

common to both conununities. , , , , * 

To this the Greeks have responded by lilting now tnimefi to certain metmos in 
dunicl of theirs in the Church of the Holy Mepdobre- This not haying been done m 
nreviousagreO^M; with them, the Latins look upon the act, equally with tho erection of 
the Greek”cro&s above referred to, as a further violation oi tho ataJwf quo, w inch, as youi 
i» the crtuldisifed rule with regard to »U mutLcru ..ml ^ 

r riie Latins declare'that they will retaliate by making sonic innovnlioii on fhfltt Jjdo. 
Both as regards thin mailer and ihui of the tunnel Fnlddicm there have been 

rocidmcnl UKKestatiens, find complaints to Constantinople, 

r l’hc relations between tho French Consul and the Governor ot Jerusalem arc ot the 
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most strained description, tli-c Consul openly Accusing Raouf Pasha of bad faith and 
interested partiality to the Creeks. , 

The Russian Consul is naturally supposed to be supporting atm encouraging the 
Crocks in all those proceedings. 

The dispute about the stable at Bethlehem, reported in my despatch of the dli 
0armary, 1BS7* still remains unsettled ; hut Turkish sentinels bar access or Appropriation 
to either party, 

I have* &c* 

(Signed) NOEL TEMPLE MOORE. 


No. 44, 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Stilisburtj.—(Received April 31.) 

(Ko, 145.) 

My Lord, Constantinople, April 10* 1S88- 

WITH reference to my despatch No, did of the lfith ultimo* I have the honour 
to transmit herewith to vouV Lordship a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty^ Acting 
Consul at Erreroum, giving a deplorable account of the distress prevailing in the 
district of Kkanoos- 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE, 


In do sure 1 in No. 44, 

Mr. llrutislaw to Sir H White, 

gj r Erserown, March 2d, 1BSS- 

f HAVE the honour to inclose herewith to your Excellency the translation of a 
letter addressed to the IIcv, W, Chaml^s, Er^eromn, by the pastor and three 
members cjf the Prob&stant colnmuidty in the district of Khanoos* twenty-two hours 

from here, „ , . n , 

The distress which Is the subject of tho inclosed letter is not confined to Lie l rotes* 
taute, but. is generally felt throughout the whole district. Its cause is not so much 
the dearth of grain, for last year's hary||t, though nut lirst-class, was still not very much 
below the average, us the foot that the agricultural classes have no money wherewith 
to buy if, For the last three years the tithes and surplus produce have been bought 
up by a number of comparatively rich men* In theexpectation of n rise in prices; and 
these men (Christians for the most part, I uni sorry to say) will rather see their follow- 
creatures dir of famine than give up a piastre of their anticipated profit, Lass spring 
tho great majority of the imputation had already disposed of their crops in payment oi 
old debts even before the seed was sown, and, consequently, have not now'the means of 
preparing for the coming season. This is whore the shoe pushes most j fox^ now that 
spring Approaches, they will probably he able to keep body and soul together lor a 
lime by eating grass and roots* as Lhey have had to do before, Hut* if no seed can be 
obtained, the outlook for nest winter is indeed gloomy. 

The dist ress of the inhabitants would he alleviated to a certain extent were 
Imperial Government to remit the taxes for the present year in the district inqueslion* 
and thus not expose them to additional suflermgjs irem the brutality of the tax- 
gatherers. This would he a cheap act of charity, as in any case there is no money 

with which to pay the taxes* . , 

Great scarcity is also said to exist in the district of Alashkird, hut concerning this 

I have no precise information* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. €. WHATISLAW, 


In closure 2 in No. 41- 
Letter addressed to the Rev. W. Chambers. 

(Translation.) ifAnmuw, March 8, 1SSB, 

LET if he known to you, that the great majority of the ITom-stanl -s of thisi district 
arc in great want, and burdened with heavy debts. Today there arc many who hav». 


■il 


no bread whatever; some have a little bread, but no clothing to protect themselves 
from the cold, nor have they cattle or any other goods to sell in exchange for food. 

There ore some who have been living on charity fort he last two months, and often 
pass several days without a morsel of food. In the. hope that you may be able to find 
some means of assistance and relief for the more unfortunate of our brethren, we 
appeal to you in behalf of the following, vis.; 7 houses in Henmiik, comprising about 
50 souls; 3 bouses in Ghcvcimcb, comprising 20 souls; and 4 bouses In Elpis 
and Kozloo, comprising about 25 souls; m all, 14 houses and some 05 souls who 
are in the greatest distress to-day. Of the remainder of the community a- part has 
bread sufficient to last till spring, and a part- sufficient to last till harvest; but there is 
not one who has food rtnd seed for the coming spring. 

Under these circumsUmCcs, we cannot consider il nuy shame to appeal to you, 
In the hope that a way of assistance may be found for the above-mentioned 
unfortunates. 

(Signed) (Rev.) BO GUOS KAKAILUHAN, 
AKAKEL OHANNESSIAN- 
GABABEU M IJlt ADI AN. 
MELCIION G All ABELIAN. 


No, 45. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.-—(Received April 21.) 

My Lord, April 10, 1883. 

THE " Revue dc rOricnt" has pLiblislmd in c.xtenso a speech recently delivered in 
France on the subject of French interests in the East by M, Paul Desibiinol, Deputy for 
Eure-et-Loire* 

M. Baseband points out, after dealing with the anti-French policy followed by 
Germany in the East, that -England is also engaged in Syria in struggling against 
French influence, in tlic same way as in Asia- Minor she combats Russia’s policy. 

In support of the charge of England’s anti-French proceedings M* Descbnnd 
enlarges upon our “school propagandaupon tlic “rfllc dc la diplomatic Anglicise" in 
IB40 and ISSO; upon Cf the proceedings of Midbat Psisba and Rustem Pasha when 
governing the Lebanon, both of these functionaries being English ‘proteges 11 upon Sir 
Henry Layftrd^ “ solemn M progress through Syria; and upon the constant inspection by 
British officers of the coasts of Asia Minor. 

Recent British li projects" arc also touched upon—the erection of a new English 
Bishopric at Damascus, the- second Suck Canal, the Palestine Canal, the Euphrates 
Valley Railway, &c.—which all indicate the same purpose* namely, that, of establishing 
British iidluonco on Lhe east bank of the Suck Canal in the same manner as it now stands 
upon the west, &e* 

M* Dcseh&ncl alludes in eulogistic terms to tho Sultan, who, according to the orator, 
is fully aware of the importance of spreading through his Empire French views, French 
commerce, French eivilisatibu* &e.; all tlm more so because French policy in the East 
is purely humanitarian ami absolutely disinterested. 

1 would not have troubled your Lordship with these quotations from a French 
Deputy's speech were it not that considerable importance has been given to it here; that 
a translation, of a part of it at any rate, has been laid before His Majesty the Sultan ai 
tho instigation of the French Ambassador; and that the orator lias received in return for 
it tho Grand Cordon of the Order of the OsuumiA 

Your LOrdship may gather from these proceedings how difficult it is for an English 
Ambassador to co-operate in important questions with a colleague who allows himself to 
be inveigled into an unfair attack in the highest quartern against a friendly country, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) \\\ A. WHITE. 


No, dSI- 

Sir TIL White to the Marquis of Salisbury(Received April 21.) 

(No- 147 .) 

My Lord, (Jon$tantinoplc t Hprif 10, 1338. 

IN continuation of what 1 had the honour to report re your Lordship in my 
despatch No. 11.0 of the 18th ultimo, on the subject of tlic efforts made by me informally 

[ess] it 
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to obtain tlic removal of Kujdto f°“ # * th “ 1 h#W * 

^waRKw i«- *gas*s£s “SS s 

n» e*-h * $■* j,idicM 

6P ^« o^Somo’by the Grand Ybder when I W Urn Honour of «*« 

*1X1 Oowsui-Qeiieral Fridge of tin, . 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE, 


No* 47, 

.Sir W. miit to tki Marquis of ■ SalteHry.—{Received April -1.) 

(Ho, 165.) Co»^anCt»^c r ifpril 16,1&8&* 

two despatches iron' yo* Lordship, m»r k 1 - ■ ^ , u ]dic^-seil to your Lordship by 

* - «" i • ^ - the 
ts 1 ? ,ouo» ,.w^ acstewssi 

has very justly obsmed that authout the ~-oporat>on of ^ l0 „,ld, 

fwpoXl^nM^t they would ho likely to bo over, injurious by their very 

'"""patch So, ISO of tljc 

croBscil on the vmy with these n^triic lt ™ B ® L|, 0 f approaohw this subject, 

here what l stated in it .us to the delicacy a d dr henlty o^^ appro » J and tUe 

tw ***»■» ^ ** 

Hardship for tit® before I cun report upon them* ( ^ yfi &Ci 

(Signed) ' W. A. WHITE. 


No. i$. 


g,y Tl r * io Gfce of (Jiccciscd jl W 2L) 

further arrest of eight AiAmw up°» political charges. &c _ 

(Signed) W„ A, WHITE* 


Sir, 


Inclosure in No, IS* 

Afr, irrniijiifla? 1® Hir* ^ ^ /ule* 

Brzerovtm t April 4, I08S. 

, HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that arrests on political charges 
eontinuo to be the order of the clay in tins Lonsato dis 11 . Mt 01lt fo . 

Lust week a young Armenian .’’f "A to net as pupil-teacher. 

Pakaritdi, twelve hours the other aide tfBmP* ?>i J Kharpoot, who bad been 

»C57S??JtT«2 t&^t&SSS&Sl 




ssa sss ss £^Ap$&figg& -»- 
Sri^sts^rwsft^rgs^ 

jlfbTiStfoifiudi l"lra l f^ b fot wlbttUofc o.ACra i« tlrot a pretest b M« M* f S 
cltotg theProtostant school. Mr Chambers bus already been warned that a descant is 
irihrint^d «»L the school here, ami the Erait^jiau police wore ardently on tlw look-out In 
the arrival of the pupil-teacher, oi wlwm departure: LVom Erzcroum they luul \tr<trA 1 -j 
b^n advised l>y telegraph. The Yah dee* not attempt to conceal his opinion aa to 

a fbrther arrest, of three Armenian Protestants at 
Khnrnoot on the charge of "sedition.” Nothing being found to support (he charge, 
tlioy have just been lot out on bail after an imprisonment or forty days, but not within t 

eonsidernble expense mUumhr has been arrested *">1 imprisoned for 

setofoMCtnlySfor the charge being that lie had in his house some Armenian 

1,aU0 AuXf arrest has been that of an Armenian priest, a B§^n subject, who was 
sent Scortl pB^tincple, it being alleged that he was propagating sedit.ous 

,) l ,ini ™ s - I have, fee, 

(Signed) A. C. WHATiai,AVf. 



No. 49. 


Jfr, Hayoiaa lo the hftrquis cjf Suiijlmry.— {Rtpmd April 2b.) 

through terror. p me. Sic. 

, (Signed) G. HAGOPIAS, 

Chairman of tha Armenian Patriotic Amciation* 


IpcloflUre in No, 41). 

The Cby o» Ajihbnia, 

* vs5te*Ws.mi, 

Berlin Congress there is a special ohligm.im imposed nnoa 

ameliorate the condition of its Christian subjects, and to introduce m country 

y ti5’fh« <4. «s > ,t •‘trtsatJhs 
jbs txsA i^trx^sssssspri % * 

deference to the Great Powers of Kurope, who hod uinlcrtakiai lire dutj , " ’ 

Us deference was much greater towards the mighty Empire ^ im.i.-r 

hcr Cyprus Convention confirmed and marked the obli&tiOi^wl&M _ > . „ d 

taken, and guaranteed their execution before the world. But when years clap c, ana 
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tl0t a single tWop M u Power, nor even Great Britain, interests itself 
of the conditio# of the unfortunate Christian of the fcttt, m,t mil 

Government carry out a single mi? of its wmiaes as W** “ B S ?f former Suitani 
deorives them of main religious immeiuims granted by Inrmaiis issued ., * *■ - ‘ . 

SSfXfc* luiMvitli reiunvuci ti*»* it, MwHa.it> 'W~W>t. ^ 

and wilhont fAr, deceiving nil Europe and even < *™< l ; nl “’“- , , „ e 

The CUrfetiMW of the East pel th* irpt on (he limnanrt,> *>'° Ut as ■*»i n. 

■vyt , | , i* thfiv iiUvavs remain disnppomted arid abandoned. 1 or in.sUnu . n ■ ) 

T li r M “tfisskt&SB 

dorious i«it, »ml who has from the hummus sM up as a warm d^mpwn e\M\ut 
ti0 " ^tLation have already 

its daily sustenance, Hut the Turkish Government, instead of adopting inea.suKs 
^dSriiUe trefcun* tan# under ito tetafoncs and —^g |tb. 

twlertv^riekoi, condition of its subjects, loads ui oitene 

}i imn bv cruel means, Each Armenian village is obliged, notwiilittomlLn., oh . A ; „ 

Tt om door to doov and beg. Thwdiu to tins policy many o» the “ “ V ,,'Wi,,, 
districts of Ynsliouragurd (Province of Van) arc nearly depopulated of the Llmslmn 

element i£l ljjttOO tflJtcii l*y liitirds^ i sirbs P \ k l \ « 1 i f $ 4 i j 

Even ihv t'ducEtLlcmal <x\^nw* of the Turkish pci* are provided out of thu jn^s 
mid bv the Armenians, because the Government, under the p^text «1 opening m; hwU 

** an addition to the «^.n S 

srrmi is at present limited to Atuhummcdmi s|iools. hi Ifott tin. hUu. t Iuik .. 
fw tW Ids children, whilst Slu: Wuwuimi is already a^-ued lo make 

neinmiurv sacrifice® Yet Hi is was not. etmugh. mid uudentl et establishing ^boote and 

b^mng^ofbtb US the pi,tb Of piMLU-^s lim Government 

Hosoh nmnv uf our schools, and exercises ®c\o and imue^^aiy I" 1 ™ l11< - . .. , 

' " r y m \ j n the eyes of Turkey thy \nueuiun is a *hive am. bond-servant the hmd 
is always regarded as its legitimate ami beloved nun, t'ov the hurd there J* nnilhi.’s lay 
unr tuxes nor const mini. nor even regular military service. Now, it is precisely loi this 
•Mum [hut ilns lU'etliitovv and brtrhnrous people haa become so emboldencLl tlml ii 
devtatateSi robs, ]||b, aid burrn, ami yet always remains mipamshed , _ am. when w\ 
omK^lion'lfi o^ed, tlse GovcniiiKnt wears out the Life ol the flclt- tie lend mg lmioeent 
1 ,copie by confining them in prisons for years together ns rebels and murdeivis. 

‘ VeiTuf'tcn iminbcTlvs rotibeifc.s and terrible outrages take place, hut the - 

inewt b wilfully hltiuL and dqftf, hvemtse these arc lor the most part perpeLimed In i.s 
own otllciab, ' Fureed nmrrmgx’H, loveed conversions to 1 

thousand and one irregularities are alwOffS ^ Sett mS 

ji™rs find who is it thai stretches Lorl-li the hand ol mercy ; In om L J VI : u » : 

ISl^^diliily bn .., i. «C!V \M% ^ 4 «"«-» nlwl d *»« ted 

from Lhe land off lie Armenian® ssniijecf. tn turkey. , ,. ,, iu 

Corruption reigns supreme among the (iflbmK without distinction, irmn tlio \y ^ ■ 
to has hiome a taw. ’ Every oUiciaL even ike (iovenmr himaalt, obtoma 

ids otTiCe I'roni the Cent nil Gov ermnent only by large bribes. Ihese coiifritlcL n -an 
duty not to devote thoir attention to make (he cnuulry prospei-ou^ and orderly, but to rolJ 
f i I ,v , .1, Z rooplc, uml With tl«f fruit of its labour to mi m (te W> 

, ' 'r ,,. alicariii" tlic shecu, Itev etuWtooor to suck Us Uofl olw. It M f« 
icaMn that all sorts of irregularities nro freely perpclrated, but lit GoYCVWncnl » iviy- 

"'““uiiSis art 1 ... various Courts, and for long apneas of time rutunin 

umicfiduU, for ibo i iirpose of obtaining bribes from the litigants, anil often mi nmu-i 
" „ , ci W giruu in favour of tin: party wliid. 1.M given tbe largest bnbe 1' ~ “* »»“ 
S’S, .lure |„ protest against the injustiee (Une ! Tl.at is uonsulore, « mine, a.nl 
UpS bv imprisonment for life, or bv perpetual exib:. » «% 
ilrivv up pel,lie Mennirinls. The month ot the press is gagged hi suUi all * iKut t . 
ZM «"'«»« ' ""T 1 !*'- Consequently, every irregalanty remains hidden. 

The following !:avv Lea added f our inUilcialilo griefs and sultermgs .— 
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The Turkish Government seems to led a special pleasure in discovering new methods 
of oppressing the people. The houses of numerous individuals arc searched, owing to 
e,S unfounded sLpicions. for finding the traces of revolt. Detractors and 
calumniators are rewarded with bottoms and offices May young 
indefinite periods, aiul their defenceless and helpless families fall into ctrudml 
wretchedness. The prisons are fiUed by numberlesa ArniemM (many of whom ate 
olcmymeuY all of tliem anested for groundless reasons. Whose heart can st&nd the 
fSg or seeing of the o»*ic3ating suffering to which thcHO unhappy people arc 
CFinsolSsly subjected? Some bf them bfiva bfeon kept more than far £ 
fftotl and Water; their \mmh t feet, ami necks m chains, extended in crucitonii ou ,bc nalb 
in a dark, cold, damp, underground cell. What a barbarousi inhumanity, what an unhear - 
S dishonour to the holy Christian religion? If they had been left a boors lo«gc 
crucified in that maimer, those unliappy young pn Me of whom was a efergyman) 
would have doubtless drawn their last breath, because they were already rah misted, 
uArnlyzed and insensible when, under the supposition that they were dead, they were 
taken down. These, with many others, arc even now being worn out in the prisons 
without protection, and in misery, deprived even of the means of religious consolation 
and coinfort. Their families, in despair of receiving human pity and justice, have 

placed their hope in the good?#* of the Almighty. , - . 

Tlni duty of searching the houses is mtrusted to Eb hair-bramed and brutal hu of 
the Police, who, h Jjoudng a special veugeance and hatred tj&mti the Armcnimis, I ns 
found ail excellent, opportunity to wreak his entire personal ranoopr, and to role ate 

numerous innocent individuals to undeserved misery, and, in the course of his searches, 

Ui indignation at seeing this olliml without a conscience, ou 

ilLC occasion of his searches in our celebrated Monastery ot \araka taking up with ha 
impure hands and eastitig on Lite, ground crosses* Gospels, and a number ot 
iumturies old, and even procee<ling to demolish the nlinr m the sanctuary in the hope 

Etndin# arms hurled underneath? . . , . ... *1 

The Armenian people, deprived of all its rights, seek in then holy religion ti 
true connotation ; but when they behold their religion irented with so much cruelty am 
contempt, it is impossible tor them to stand it any longer. .... , 

This h a brief sketch of our condition, which is becoming worse day by day. 

What we have written* scarcely forms a hundredth part ot the miseries borne sy 

^ 1C ^hall Great Britain keep silent any longer ? Will she not restrain the hands cl this 
arbitrary Government, who, following the example of the Northern Bear, surpasses it m 

ltS ^Th^lirfstian^'people of Annonia, like nn innocent and defenceless lamb delivered 
to the fury of a hungry wolf, Imvi^ put its trust m the mercy of God, and in the 
atsistoaco 'of its Christian brethren in the West, is waiting impatiently. ^ hat shall 

out let and what shall our rains give hirtli to. , * . ,? ,. . 

O' ye children of Great Albion, what would you have done or felt had you been m 
tlm nlace of tins inhappy people of Armenia? Would you not Imve stretched out yoiu 
trcmbliue; hands toivarfs tlie Vmmono and asked tor pity 1 How it is unhappy Armenia, 
S l^tbe loveTtke «,un-1win K CruaM «d in th. name of ObnMmn pity, «.«* 

for helu at the feet of your glorious Empire. _ . - 

The Armenian nation has the right of ehiitnitig great things fwm Grent Britain, tor 
it \im seen that she 1ms, in many parts of the world, stood forth as the powerful 
diampion S the down-trodden Christians. Indeed, great is our hope that tins our my 
v,\\\ not remain without an echo in your hearts, and that the humane Government ot 
Jh i glam I will not delay in extending her helping hand and saving the unhappy people of 
Armenia from this miserable mid intolerable state* 

Vw, January Ifl (31), 1888. 


N'o, nth 


$!> n\ IVhite in Me Mttrquh nf Salisbury.—(Received April 25 ) 

M Crmulfi n fiN opfc, April Id, 

111 the honour to transmit lierowith to your Lordship u copy oi a despatch 
Iroiu Her Majesty hi Consul at Smyrna, giving n most deplorable account of the statu 



* L l.i, cj(; In’ aiFcrlttined [ruin tin.- Eti^iili Ccowls. 















Ms a. mm* to *“ %ar ^i|gai 

Vizier to this state of affairs, ami to Ultimate to him that should 11 J:, 

SC sumo fate as M. Amiro, Her Majesty's Government wonld hold the Turkish 

authorities responsible. T ^ 

(Signed) "W - A* ^ 

Inclosmre 1 in No. 50, 

GoMul Dmu to Sir W. White. 

Smyrna, ^#1* 14, looo. 

I HAVE 4 honour to report that the Mate of public purity at Smyrna has of 

tetcL , v ry ar Cm satisfactory, Never, indeed, during m to* *SWMfg 
here has tlw public safety b#n so seriously impelled. and the police proved sc 

"‘“t*LKS..- <*- *r"‘ “r •nSSSSf.SSS 

occurence, some of them attendedmill immler or alto m\**a ■_ [ L sti^cd 

perhaps, |lj®§^fiuisiiec of jealousy or nfflry» hut in tht ■ - » 

]i ' ” l T novi'l m^thwl^for Smyrna at least, has recently been adopted, of attempting to 
rxtoi't money by means of letters threatening death in case oi won-eomplianee wall the 
demand. Ort Saturday, I !»* 3 It!. March a wealthy Greek to 

iiiurdfji'ud bv davlielit in the street near Unsown house, m (-ojistquLiiu a) ■ um o 
ZCd to V £ toCCatcning him mill, certain « ***** fi 

|Oo to a “ Bund of Seven." instead of ««u,dy.n«, .W "»*u- « 

locu i mT ) [;r w hioh published it. The totter dainnwtod that be should ^ 

™! the sum of CT. 100 hi -old, to ho banded to the first man who migliU# lum 
for it it be failed to do tins he wmdd drive them to commit a gi-eaUnme, wd 
K «&*£** abated. Tin, writer stated that Ihc b,nu n *™ 
lie Indorsed were closely pursued by Government, mtimatwig tliftt y - 

'^T'u second letter, the demand w increased ,o £ T. 13B, the 

mi It Amiro for Lavimt token a guard from Government, for not haying k t 

"-.I f»r b** published it in A-l t ^ 

calli'd on him to contradict the publication, ami declare it. to him <- ]l • ) L ; j 
fmrn some Meads, aiut threatened him again with death, and Ins family also, m case 

ul 1:1 lCr^iue time 1L Amiro went out ms usual, always attended by «■ guard, but. on 

the fatal Saturday he was accompanied only by his rtephew, win .ml 

™*3 bv u man who demanded Ibc 125 liras, M. Amiro pretended not to urnlcr- 
'V'lih 1 but was instantly stabbed and fell to the earth. Uis nephew, coming to hu 
iShce, rns tHm stabbed. The thlrr man died m. the spot; the 5 

not proved fatal, but he is still kepi in terror or assa S smat.on ; Oi IwtStand to 
will sitting with his frinnlv in his drawing-room, a hand ]jasstsl thioogii tltf ip.n 
window and dropped a totter in the room, tlimitoiiing him arid Ip hnndy with death if 

the sum ilnriunttod of his- mule was not- fdi'theoniing. . , . ,, 

“SCmurder nf H. Amim nut « few Other pa™,* have ttrcwdMte. 
demandin'’ money under simitar threats in ease of uon-iwuiplmnco. Iu puiUcutar 
W IhvlMi-IL U wcalthv Armenian maroluuit, and President ft tl.a Oluunhm of 

CbrtZrco, revived <m the Sth April » IcUcr signed by the W ^ZlUlZta SI 
the puvmcul which Ue was U, pl«S in a drum fig^ M^ to^Uw to tw 

m-LL wha would be sent tor it within four days, llo (jommumcatod tlw kttoi at a voe 
Hhc ZhurilLs and took .tops cording. Two days • 

Ids huusc and dciuiuidcd the %-h*. It m 8>«0 M '“i 1 , , vZh whew he 

mutoals, mul the piiltac Lpowcd him to the neighbourhood oI Ibc^^Aoitak, i 
wns .Lvivsted and tm bring urged bv the influential Jews and tUreatenul b> tht pmiu, 
toZSMSTZt him In, li the nay to uerffi, where he pmntod out * „ 

Greek, who v>’$ at owed arrested as one of the baud. _ . , 

Allot her Armcuiau, M. Hakirjtan, Ills uj*. received r. h- u 0 • 

demanding SOI., which he forthwith couimumcated to the nulhoutics, nu.l has 
intcution of paying ibc sum demuudod + 


Ml a Ui-i r, «UnnkccDcr received a letter demanding 50 medjidies, to be handed 
., , on • bridge on the read to Boornnbut Ir^ of 

'. 4 t... amdied at ouco to the Governrmjut for permission to carry arms. 
l “ } "f hi™ f«*d of other simitar cases, but as I linvo not been abta h wfe 
M I have verified those above mentioned, through the agency of Mr. Aice-Cous 

Bnmtatt-I ^rbcta-lo dte thmn.^ ^ ^ termed, and wblla brigands 

ment, and remain on duty all “ n ^ ^ d<Bnnncnt the 

fflgSjS^^ggte^Sk imUtanco of maintaining the public peuee and 
Dcftoidar acknow u.u a .. • /|fiv™iment to louder the public security 

AJ£jj..Ui.,..|«Ma tm St 

r.'T.i^-'cf-r's.rsr; r 5 * a SS£& <r? 
ife r * 2 k “Sii t £? 

!,c ° rf ta^lS^'nltliou-h it is not easy to determine with botv much truth, for ugly 

^?^«r^-sS£ 5 SS 2 r« 

>»re«• «HB» VBSLttSSSSi»■«.<m 

bogging letter of the lMtcrd.u. ■ immigrants from Bulcm ia and Itoumcba, 

ivho'Z’Ve 5 paidf ™ 1«C <h» native ami resident Smyrl,iotas, hut who moot 
ncccssarilv, a? new comers, be loss eflfciCti •■ ■* Isavp 

(Signed) 1 GEO. DENNIS. 


Irtclosure 2 in No, 50, 

Ktidri Berj to Coiwui Dennis• 

(Translation.) ^pni 18B8, 

thi9 tenn^T« f ^ 

atondiLg of Smyrna, arc 

?« bS«s^ , f , fe Zw»* wliWi bos attended the orgauimtSon of the i«tlioo A 

mietceth ^ z;;, ternm*w 

tameUcial. ^ ^a tile shepkoepers, mcrehants, and householders S*wdgc tlio 
fen' 1 1iL’ir Mid mi itl ysiftotiuKic as rtswirdB- tluaa.' duty in this uuiit - 1 \ .-.o K, t . f i 

cft.hc Municipality. 1 have, to. 

(Siguiid) to A Dlvl ( 

-Prif.iuj finursmor-Gifrurfff/ CTl^ Di'flfranf. 
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Ho. 51. 

Sir ir. Fpe to the Mttrqnis of , Sdishihf ^{Received Mny 5.) 
f]S o. 1 (35.) Constantinople* April 24 lSBS. 

My \vmi Serene® to mv despatch So. 148 of the 10th instant, I tow «{««««'» 

of the Trench Consul to Cairo. j hav(? &e 

(Signed) TV. A. 1YHITE. 


Inclosure in No. 51. 

CJjraijii Dieftssa &' ir ^ ^ e * 

Duntfl^^i -djfriJ 1888, 

bsr ' WITH referinde to mv despatch of t|e 28th ultimo, reporting the death of 
U, SKlid * I 1 tow the honour to inform your Mtog «"* 
Naail' Pasha, the" Governor-General at the Vilayet of Aidm, h.n, been ' -m , 

as s&twroeirf 

(JonsiiU ltorl^ JJ M pp^tid, has been removed by order of Ins Government 

to “ e*to the dismissal of the late Voli. the question ; ,l the vmlaUm 

of the French Consulate having apparently heen adjusted al Constantino 1, '' 1 
Llm neeeiitv of tin inquiry on the part of the Delegate appointed by the l ranch ni d 
rateSSfiova^r Kite Bey, the Ottoman hcpwscntntive, did not come to 
Damascus, tint M. Xmliert, the French Delegate, visited lies city privately, am , i- is 
stated, with the object of investigating certain eases of disputed P^ec tion. 

TIL Guillois, French Consul at Cairo, has horn appointed to sucu.uL Al. luc. , 
nnd is daily expected to arrive at Damascus* &c 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON. 
P.S. April 13.—Guillois arrived here last night. j ^ 


No, 52. 

Sir T!\ tl "hiii' to (he M&quis of SaWstary-”-(R™^ 5 0 

(Ko. 10(i. Secret,) Co^Umtimpk, April 26,1868. 

■ MIA.YB the honour to forward to yrnir Lolgship the accompanying copy of a 
Report laid before me ton days ago by Sir Alfred Sinidisoii ivith relcreuce to ■ 

Armenian Memorandum WSimH to War fejfvKESffiS 

Committee in London, and the conversation Sir Alfred bad on the subject tu 

G ‘* Tim Sect, as your Lordship is well Uaro, is ono of extreme delicacy, and had 

attracted my "serious^attention long before Mr. ***& «*"““» >w laptop 
million and as far took OS til® month of January. 1 have endeavoured to uupron 
loth the Grand Vfaier mid the Minister of Foreign Affairs with its groat importance. 

i 4-x.p advisability of avoiding acts looking like arbitrary proceedings and irritating < l 
papulation MOiertS docile ml laborious, and amongst, wlumi rtf^lution^; prmmpl^ 
wows m>( likely to dud aec^s unless limy won: dnv^i, in i cspcralioiL UUcnI 

Hut l cannot conceal from your Lordrtup that m tins like in most pontiia 
matturs tins Sultan's Ministers have no initialiva or real ftutliontv, espcmllv in e 

Wit!, real or alWgcd; lib l^XJ 

tnVos these into bis own hfubi, rebuts interfere^ and works vuth hihuuM JUbDu 
merits, frequently not tins most trust worthy ones. 
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In the present instance I have, by acting with great caution, got so *»«•*? 

♦ rtiifta flip (rrand Vizier l.o mention to his Sovereign a conversation I lit 
«2im„dv with his HtehmL on the subject of Mr. Hagopian’s Memorial and its 
Appendix, and I must now wait patiently to see whether I am able to produce any 

V aZoU the Armenians I find, what I have always found amongst oppressed 
nationalities there are those who take a calmer view of things, who are satisfied with 
the removal of more crying evils and gradual reforms, endeavouring to keep on good 
terms^th tw rX<-FoSer, wliiist the others, te, the younger generation of men, 
invariably belong to those who are impatient and by their resh proceedings brinB Ofi. 
on their face, more evils, and more cruel ones, than those from winch they are ry S 

t0 eS Thc Armcuian Patriarch, who is about to resign the Headship of the Gregorian 
Armenians, was a representative of the former class of persons amongst them; rt 
remains to be seen what will be the result of the next eleetento that high office. 

(Signed) T?. A, "WHi IE, 


Iuclosure in No. 52 . 

Me-moranifitJrt Sti* - A~ Sandison, 

(Confiiiontml■) d v . J t0 . c i unnfiieially, to put your ^eetteney in a 

position to answer the facts enumerated in the KernorandmwW* I u|b* 

lands privately on Saturday \'M, his Highness began by mymg mi iharo aw 
waiting for soW information on thft sublet, althoiigh ^ 

pi-oofs that the arrests of the Armenians mentioned in the Memorandum clm.tU r^ted 

‘“igto^STweto on to say that if your Lxeelleney 
in its tine lHit vou will soon perceive that everything combined to shfw tlmt ttuasia 
was the principal actress tbrougbont the play, with, the secret o ycci - o ; | - a 

a recurrence of what she *a ivel! suM in effecting in Homnehn and liuigana 

before the breaking out of the last war. . v i 

That she ifi resorting, in this instance, to the very means that she liad then 
cm clov ed vix the formation of secret political Committees, the publication jk 
ecdiUous papere, and the employment of active ngonto who encourage 

in politiill offences in vtot A enwring ftoteby nrterfs tod <XZTifavSrf 
mcasincs calculated to excite irritation and secure sympathy in England in favour 01 

thei a“rUlainte contained in the Memorandum, added his Eighnciw tod «o 
refevenee to nnvUung like administrative abuses or misrule, and ttt less lo mokatation 
J the part of Kurds or Circassians, hut that they 

for political offences for wbioli the Government BSJ^pfflSSaS 

preventing by exile and pnpriSoiuncnt the spread of seditious Ams i^nd proponsuics 

which tlic Porte hist Iv considers might lead to consequences .. ■ 

JInture as regards tlic‘f,dure tenquffiity and perhaps even the preservation of its 

obsorving to the Grand Virier that, oven > adnutting die. eto^ 
in question to ho true, a good deal bad certainly to he «ud » <o * “ ““'V , e , L , X 
tired- had been brought forward, and more especially as to the n “^l r n d d tint I 
accused and suspected bad been dealt with «4 now. It may he well to at d that I 
waafully confirmed in this view by an Armenian of very high 5tandin = , in wbom l 
i foil cuuttd™cc, and who, m sj.ite of his loyalty and rttehwmnt to flm Ttoku* 
Gnvcmmorit, bitterly complamc-f! of the arbitrary, illegal, and i ; CQIl ducfed 
the examination and trial of the Hocused and "“spited Armenians tod been «n uc - 
hotl, at Constantinople and hi tto I»bvte#s, Even 

observed, had in many iusf,inces M httwly disregarded, ««f '^» U9 1 ' » 

into exile without anybody knowing precisely now and ter " ‘‘ f;,J ; f ( . 

W r Lillst 111 , 1 i>roiitiv distiliiu-oved. hosvevGt, ira nildod, of tin: proceedings ot ■ ? 

ArmSI 1 SS &deserved punialimcwl 

not understand, on the other hand, how cortein people m ^ D =“» f ^ y 

disposition to listen for a moment te su'ccpmq nceimtfons ngwnst the A^.ncni 
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nation at large, coming, ns they do, from a spiteful renegade of Shappaz Effondi s 

character and antecedents* _ ,. , r * 

This, lie concluded, was becoming much too strong oven, for ms own feel sags, anti 
there was therefore no saying how far the Armenians in general would submit to a 
similar fct&te of things, which could only end "by loading, at no distant pt/iiot, .o 

e^speration and disaffection amongst them. ^ , XTVvT<7( >h XT 

1 (Signed) A. SAN.DISON* 

Pffrtr, April 17, 1888. 


No. 53* 


Sir W. While to the Marijuk of Salisbury*—{Received May 5.) 

My Lord,^ ConBtanifMpfe, April 30, 1888, 

THE Sultan sent me a message on Saturday evening to say that His Imperial 
Majesty would receive me in private audience on the following day at 12"ri0 p^i. 

I repaired, therefore, to the Palace yesterday, Sunday, the 20th instant, and had the 
honour of being received by Ills Imperial Majesty, and my audience lasted upwards of 

an hour* I „ . , 

The Sultan inquired with particular interest about the Queen’s journey home and 
Her Majesty?* stay at Charki-ltetiburg, and it was evident that His Majesty felt the 
greatest- admiration for our Queen* and the warmest interest for the Emperor and 

Empress of Germany. . . . 

The eon venation was for some time of a general ami most gracious kind, without 
having any s|>ceial political character, until the Sultan entile to «pcah oi the Armenian 
question, and alluded to my conversation with Liu; Grand Vizier on the Huhjed , to which 
your Lordship will find a reference in my despatch No* IOC oi' the 20th instant,marked 

The Sultan snitl that all that bad happened was caused exclusively by the acts of 
certain wild and evil-disposed persons, who wore now sufiermg punishment for it, whilst 
the Armenian nation was guiltless, and could neither he suspected nor incriminated of 

disloyalty, * 

His Majesty assured mo I hut he only disliked persons without any religion, out 
respected all religious convictions alike, and os a proof of this named several 
Armenians of my acquaintance who enjoy his confidence and occupy high posts cl 


tri ' St il<a then explained to me that the Armenians, his subjects, could he divided into 
three sections: those who wished to constitute an independent country, hut- those were 
extremely few; more of them were looking forward to annexation La Ilussin, hut the 
large mass wore perfectly loyal, 

As regards those who had been lately discovered as engaged m a conspiracy, the 
Sultan said that the evidence against them was so conclusive as to have assured their 
condemnation to far greater penalties in Great Britain or even in the butted States of 
America, and this evidence had been property sifted and inquired into by a Comtuisuiou 
selected by himself, who possessed his confidence and sat, at the Enlace. 

Your Lord-dup may perhaps remember that I reported on the appointment and 
composition of this very Commission in my despatch No* 48 of the 4th February, 
marked Confidential. 

Hero came the important point of Jib Majesty's conversation, and the one lor 
which this audience had been granted mo unsolicited. 

The Sultan stated that it was his intention to send two of tlw principal Pashas 
who had sat on this Co in miss ion, vSz,» Dervish Pasha and Djamil Pasha, to myself and 
to the other Ambassadors, with a view to submit a summary of the proceedings, 
together with documentary evident# of great importance, showing the treasonable 
purposes of the persons who had been punished. ... 

On my suggestion as to the importance of employing the Armenian Patriarch vu 
matters concerning his nation, and as tn the value of Imving a proper person in that, 
exalted station, lllis Imperial Majesty expressed u hope that the actual one could bo 
induced to continue his tenure of office. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Mb A. WHITE. 
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No. 64 

Tht Archbishop of CmMary to til Marais°f Saiiebarp.-(Rcceimt Map 15.) 

, , ... Limhetb Palace, Map li, 1838. 

My LokI 11. L . iaojMB a letter from M. flagopisn, which. as your 

“ucsted to lay Mta-II* Majesty. All that it ,s proper tor 

a ™°- is an “ iau of,,ish 
ohgjicter aud resWeut m Lmadon. tlle stat< .mmts made in the 

abroad. j j iaVtJ( 

(Signed) EUW. GANTUAB.. 


A' 


luclosurc in No* 

Tfte Armenian Patriotic Association to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

r„„i A^i.i.khoi) 25, Cfiesflton Koad, fWta, London, April 2i>, *888, 

r wp ^ reoSial’bythe cSmittec of the Armenia* Patriotic; Association to 
forwMd^to your* Grace tlm inclosed appeal from Armenia tq 

Christian ^jcoplo ^ArmeSa^f^oiir'Gra^Twouldf alto roetffiiigTlia 

SMf«y3S»t^ to Her Most Excellent Majesty the Queen. 
M1 Wo have, &o. 

(On behalf of the Committoo), 

(Signed) G. HAGOPIAN, Chavrmmu 
1 h 1 M* SEVASLY, Secreiary t Uetncm ff» 


No. 55* 

Sir W . White to the Marquis of Salisbury*—{RtCpVpd May 15.) 

1?° V 1 ^ Con$lQ ntinople, May 7, 1, 

flagrant act of injustice has occurred 
which demanded the interference o! Her .Majesty * Conb.uk c, ^ ^ 

(Signed) W. A* WHITE. 


Inclosure in No. 55, 

Acting Consul WratkUw to Sir If, White. 

EF'jeerflitaii, April 28, IfiES* 

I Have tSSSpr m^rn. Chambers to ^^^vhkh 

rekatio, but the case docs not as yet npp^ to , , , act of injustice or 

M^cat^k Consulate is iT^TLhnritiM andth# man E&s eorlamly done wrong 

oppression has been committed by the J -, j , imturflltv anxious for lik 

at EtiCiuum two days ago. It is asserted that he is a Russian spy. 
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AH travellers entering the town nrc examined bj police agents specially stationed at 

each gate for that purpose, H , ., 1T . , ■ , . 

To the heat of my belief m& information, the susptcion& evidently entertained by the 

Turkish Government are entirely groundless, and its severity uncalled for, iso move* 
ment of any kind is intended by the Armenians ot this district, who have been cffeclsmlly 
cowed by the ill-success of thrir abortive attempt at forming a Secret Society three years 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) A. C+ WRATI&LAW. 


No, 56. 

Sir W. White J& the Marquis 0 / Salisbury. — (Received May If),) 

K' Gonfid8Btia, ) Co^ntiMph, May 8,1888. 

’WITH reference to my despatch No. 147 0 If the 10th ultimo, f have the honour 
to transmit herewith a copy of a. despatch from Her Majesty .3 Consul-Genera3 at 
Braroul, eoutainEn® remarks on the likelihood of Ivupdian Llftmdi obtaining a judicial 
appointment, and bis being thus removed from the Lebanon ,^ 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE. 


Inelowure in No. 50. 

Coniiui-Gtfrif^J Eldridye to Sir il . ITfttle* 

(Confidontiah) ^ t ^ 18a? . 

I HAD tho honour to receive your IkeoUcncy's despatch of the 5ih ultimo, 
transmitting to mo copy of an unsigned Petition from the inhabitants of the Labjumi, 
complaining of the corruption of Kupetmn iflfe&di* and mutrueting mo to tall 
■Wasln Tosha’s attention to this matter. lot the purpose of obtaining kupelmn 9 

* I |[> At the time of the receipt of vour Excellency* despatch £ was suffering an attack 
of fever, and unable to leave the liousi; for si mm days; consequently, the comniuiuca^ 
t ion to liis Excellency tvas delayed, and about that time rumour* were circulated that 
it improbable that Kupelian would not return to the Lebanon^ m ™ 

friends ho had ceased to mention the subject. ! therefore thought it pnidont to delay 
still further the communication I whs charged to make to Wassa Pasha, and to aw ml 

the course of events. in .. . , »- 11 

1 have since had the honour to receive y»ur Lxcclleiiey s despatch of' tin. nth 

instant f informing me that the Gifffil Vi/.ter had told you that us Highness \i as 
endeavouring to have kupelimi tvansfevred to some judicial appointment at Lonstmi- 
tiuople, which I consider HMuuily disposes of him ns far ns the Lebanon is wnccmul, 
which was the object in view, ns lixfi my long experience of KianuL lasha 1 has. 

always found him a man of his word. , * . . «■ * ; 

The reason that the Petition was sent unsigned is obvious, as had Kumlimi 
returned lie would have undoubtedly wreaked severe vengeance on those who had had 
the temerity to sign it. 

I have, 

(Signed) □. JACKSON ELDRTDGE* 


No, 57. 

Sit IP. White I to the Marquis of Salisbury*—[Received May 19.) 

iw°T nrd ^ Mfe 9. 1386. 

WITH tv Eercn.ee to my despatch No. 95 of the 2 nd March, I have the honour to 

tnummli herewith « copy »t a despatch from ttor KMt Ac(.»| W ^ 
reporting that in view of the had state of public security m the feirndpik of Marini, the. 


m 


iBiritunl heads of the Christian community there bays telegraphed to the Sul-lime Porte 
for protection, ™d tint the Vali bus sent two Coinminsioners^o that district. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


Inclosura in No, 57. 

/JtgtNp O&nsi^ Wratislaw to Sir W. White. 

Ef£erQum t March 15 , 1888 . 

* ir ' WITH reference to M. Boyajian s Confidential Report of the l-tth r ^" 1 ‘“ r l> 
a cony of which was forwarded to yoar Excellency in my desjmtdi t t f 

L. ve the honour to report to your Excellency that the state of insecurity ot tlie Sandjsih ot 
£!n to *S.at3ion wk drawn in the above Report, appears to become ™^ and 
t bad is it, that the spiritual heads of tho Christian community that d strict 
latelv forwarded a Lclegrapliic Petition to the I’nrte, atating that their co-rehgiomstshiyo 
Sl&tSn&rU/fcf life and property, and appealing to the Imperial Government 

for lection. ^ ^ fttso aMt [0 li]C y „ f Diarbekir who, »» #*,«** 

at once dispatched the Alai Hoy and a member ot the Mcdjliss to Mardin, to investigate 
and report upon the ease. Ibave,&c. 

(Signed) ’ A. c. WRATI8LAW. 


No* 58* 

Sir rJ}, White to the Marquis of Salisbury—{Received May 19.) 

(No. 196.) Caiwfon tinufk* May 11,1688. 

• Iy WITH reference to my despatch No. If ot the 17th ultimo. 1 have the honour 
to forward hSwith to your Lordship copy of a despatch have received tom Hot 
Maicstv’s Actin'' Consul at Eracroum on the subjeetof the arrest of an Aimiuai 
p! I pi 1 tMchor^at 0 & Protestant sehool ou a charge of having in too l-o—n cerfaia 

\Vr»ti»Uw ask# for iiietivictiims as to what action ho should 
fakt 1 in cast] the school in question bis dosed by ihc iurkisk nuthon 
Afterbonsnltation with my American colleague, the 
„,i. n A..W't AfiPD interest in all questions conoariunff irtlmuitionttl eetehisintieivt^ 
s iSrv Mg Wratislaw not to resist for the present tta ohawg 

£tl ' [j tc aali&ol should & Turkish nuiborities ddtenume upon 9 Jicls n c0Ul ^-> .. 

of tho present state of tilings in Armani,i any olUmat acti.oil taken by Tor .^1 i 
I?mbaaa5 would undoubtedly arouse suapici on m.Hie mmfls of tho iuikitli autii nt ■. 

Tha'^nfoimS^ Mr. Wratislaw that if the school be now doted it may to 
possible ou some future occasion, when a iavourable opportunity may present itsclt, to 
take steps towards obtaining the reopening of the school. ^ ^ 

(Sigued) W, A. WHITE. 


IuoIdsuto in No* 58* 

Mr. WratUkw to Sir W. White. 

Erseroiini, April 19* 3^H3, 

^ WITH reference to tho »m*t nt EwiJm of a p«pU of the Trotestent school U^, 
and two KtoS?Td2*A teported in my despatch to your tellw; cT the 
if w ■ _i AT1 | t luvvo the honour to give the following further deteiba on tlio faubji-ot. 

Tho two doctors have already been released, as nothing of an mctimiuatmg uaturo 
wan Cid to their^ possession. It appear-* that they were only arrested ou suspioroo. 

* h ®S8Mto 5S 1 ‘t^tor.Shppai, is, however, serious, and sce^ likely to 
involve tbo^'rotcstmit School in gmve dilfieulUes. Not only was one of tin, songs 
[525] 
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fotmd M Mm, M» own cmaposttion. of atnftor violent fit 

other things, the words " pitiless" and “ rdigumleMs applied lo the Tui ^ 

„i sr> corrected in a handwriting which the Amonuui teacher of the 1 rot^t&ut Mdionl 
has m to moogim m w# JU. The school is thus ritode directly Tes P™J^ fl 
wlial it mi-ht otherwise have disavowed »« bang merely # private «fl^ioo of a 
foolishlioy. The teacher has been called up to the Government House and mterro^tod 
srvcml times during tho past week, hut, much to the jjneral astomflhment f lias not 

was inform^ yesterday that the papers coimceted with the 

ease are to he sent to Constantinople by today *1 109 *; , H i r 

Tims the authorities are evidently taking a senous view ot tfo matter, and L am 
stamdy of opinion tkxl. this tot m fe only tin PtatadA to the c «mg ° f ' 

the seiiool building to American property, urul 1 beg L^„ Xmuabtv 

"Rvrrllencv to instruct me as hi what, course I should pursue in such an Lventiiality. 

As your Excdlnncv is doubtless aware, “ Protestant " and “ English are countered 
;, s almost synonynnms terms in tto* park :und 1 be closing o the 
eaieralB looked on as a direct dofifef to British influence. 1 I) 13 ' , 'f. 
strnigtliViied by I in f«|t that tho Messrs. Obnmbars are tbamsclves Bi ii ish snbjoets, 
‘Hid as such continually receive assistance from She Bntish uonsuiatc* 

Tiie school is a most useful institution, and in gonenl exceedingly we 

eondnetod ihuugh there ha, certainly been a lack of care and proper fermion on 

ihi present octauo ^^^ rnpnt, though for several years ft pupil of the Protestant 

school, is himself a- Gregorian. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. C. Tit' RA l ISLAh. 


Ho. 59* " 

WiV W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May Ilk) 

(So 201. Confidential.) Co«*m l!( iaoplr, Afay 16, 18 * 8 . 

• V HU VI’’ notliinc aeiv to report with regard to the Armenian grievances brought, 
, K ,J 0 1?* 1 Lrd& M. ! lagorian and bis' friends residing in London. I have not 
■ 3 iWitti thft Palace or from the Sab!line Porto to information which had 

CWSfiM ®?i. Ito before year Untohip the omeial version 

_. w i it did facts alleged by M. Hagopiun m his Memorandum. , *. 

The Patriarch of the GregrSton Armenians, who wanted to resign, has resumed Ins 
iLillies out of deference to the personal wishes of Him Majesty the Sultan. 

It to to Be hoped that bis Beatitude, who to the natural tepresentative and 
Keelosiastical Chief of his nation, will bo able to remove succcssfally the axistmg tension, 
and restore mutual confidence. 1 &{; 

(Signed) W* A. WHITE. 


Ho. GO* 

The Marquis of Salisbury to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

(Confidential.) ^ . Q ~ 31> 1888. 

■ ty rQAVE the Honour to nokiu.wleihjr the «tf«t «( Wf «» " f % 

instant, sailing my ntt.mtion to a coinmunieation which you had received from 

\r Ua-oumn respecting the condition of Armenia.. . 

] bnyc alreildv received Mils itonmmmt, togotor with other Memorial* on [he si i . 

subieot ... to Committee of Armontan Re&identa m boudotti to I have inform©! 

M. H«»pton iliat the paper* will lie forwarded to Her Majesty s Amhuudor at 
rrmstimtiiioule with instructions to b-'iini' upon tbe statements of tact. contiinuHl 
them in or<£r thrrt Liar Majesty V (Joverimicnt may be enabled to judge wlirtlioi; tiny 
of them pim properly tod usitfully be laid before to Tuvkito Ministers. Bui I pto^K 
1 to him at to flame time diat in a matter whirl, affitftu tto proper m&m ^ the 
l^aty of Berlin, it can scareely be Imped that to ndvico and representohous of Curoat 
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Britain alorto will be cfTcclive uute the other Governments parties to that Treaty 
a,rc d&pcsed to ioin. . , , L+ 

Sir VV. White luia since reported that tlie statement, forwardeti to him go 
over so much ground* nud that the means of testing their accuracy at his disposal are 
po limited, that ho musi ask for time before he can report upon them. 

In view, however, of the existing situation in the East, it is not, in my opinion, 
desirable, in*to interest of to Armenians themsdves, that this question should bo 

agitated at- present. . ,. .. 

I should add, for your confidential information, that some caution is necessary m 
corresponding with M. Hagopian, as he usually gives publicity to the replies which 
he recei ves, 

I llllTP dVP 

(Signed} 1 ’ SALISBURY* 


No. 01, 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W, White, 

S^r° H Foreign Office, May 1&98. 

I HAVE received your despatch Hoh 1SIG of the 11th instant,, inclosing copy (d a 
despatch from Her Mnieaty’a Acting Consul at iirwroum relative to to arrest of an 
ArmonifS pupil-teacher at a Protestant school at that phiec, a ad the fears entertained 
that the school may he dosed hv order ul the Turkish autliaritiea. _ 

The instmctioiis sent by your Excellency to Mr. Wmtislaw on the subjeest am 

approved. T * 

L1 I ami &c. 

(Signed) SALISPURY. 


No. 62. 

SU ir. White to the Marquis of Salisbury,—{fcecmwd June 2.) 

MyLord^ Constant inapt?. May Lift, 1S8S. 

J WITH reference to mv despatch Ho. 180 of the 7th instant, I have the honour to 
transmit herewith a copy ofa despatch from Mi. Acting Consul Wrutislaw, reporting 
the arrest and subsequent release of three Protestants at Erainjan, and alsu 
commenting on some uiTCJls at Lbiirpoot-*- 

I have, &c. 

(Signed.) W, A* WHITE. 


In closure in Ho. B2. 

ylchnj Consul Wrathlau- to Sir IP. Whittn 

g. Rrseraum, May 14, 18&S. 

' SINCE the date of my last Report to youi 1 ; Excellency, three Protestant 
Irmeni&tis have bnun arroeted on suspicion at Emnjma None ot them ^vorc, 
however, detained in custody more than twenty-four hours* and their speedy release Um 
occasioned m&h comment at ErKiujan, where it is attributed to foreign protection. 

Scvcnil pupil* of the Pioieatimt sdwol here were anjcstcd a fow dnys ago at the 
gate uf to town ** tov vwu going for a walk. They were aeuKtod Wr - seditious 
documents, but none being found on lliem* were at once released* l lie toucher of thu 
school is still in prison, uo decision having yet been arrived lit m im eiisc, _ 

Mr Boyaiian reports tliftt scvoml i»isons have lately tou arrested and imprisoned 
at Kbarpoot on political charts* hut were nbh- to prmuw their rel^sc on boil within 
a low days. The judicial authorities of Kharpoot appear to he making a vcgulsir 
traffic of these arrests and rckases. 

[ liiLve, ite. 

(Signed) A. 0. WBATI8LAW. 






















Sir IF* WUtz to the Marquis of Salisbury—{deceived Jane 2 ,) 

5r%^V Cons^ttiiiiopie, May 28j 1BE&. 

My t ’patcNOT Bftv ihat mv mind is by any moans easy fin fins subject of the Asiatic 
r ro Stlffi:^ tejA % the name of Am« <* at other M 

“ tact. Uavc come to my M&P srece & 

Oddw^na Ytsm Lonfcbip conearning the ArnKomm. Mat .fell 1 fed that this quu 

.**> | ii 

«« * * —. 

ST3&%S3& &8& &3&&P hud occupying** *!«**. ^ 

lbfe Iw^^SCkW, Padiaa l U# W i*e ^ rf 

“^{i^«nftir M l t B »hU»ni. g eninc iml™vnucnt for people of th* ovm ™c 

nadw I^uUan's ewr^- „ r tlie wportpd rolaxa« S in the systeax of 

agitation. T have, &e. 

(Signed) ^ A. WHITE, 


No, fit* 

gf r ]Y, White to the Mjjfcqute of Sulphury ,— [Received .hint.- 2*) 

1^ 0 V 20 ^ 1BSS, 

" WITH reference to mv despatch No. 153 oi the lOth ultimo, in u 
Jffi a ^py of a dcsitdi from Her Vqwty’* Consul at Smyrna, reportin 3 on 
hLTtotf h^rtty of that to** 1 Lave now the honour to a eopyoU 

kimtoli train Her Majesty's Asjhg Consul at Smyrna, m which ^v.BuiAwb states 
,1 ’! C1 ,:„f n[ tlic “ Hand of Seven" was shot by the police on the I3tli insta . 

BShSSw'&taS to . disreputable caieer appears to have been nmuh 
brought about \iy tho energy displayed by the Greek \ «*■< «gh 

{Signed) W* A, WHITE* 


Indosure in No, G4, 

Acting Consul liurnham to Sir II * H htio. 

Smyrna, May 1 C, IPSSw 

k '** l am happy to inform your Excpcucy Unit Vrupgiola, the Chid ot the i^nu Q- 
-v Scveo;' was ahot by the police in the atreota of Smyrna yesterday nrnuuug, 


Since the Hth April, tho Jute of Mr, Dennis' despatch reporting the existence of 
Hit' bind rind the assassination of Mr. Atniro, many persons have received threatening 
lettcnj demanding lnrge sums of money, of which particulars were from time to time 
published in the *' Levant Herald," Ah, however, some letters had been received which 
proved to have originated in u practical joke, 1 thought it better not to trouble yOur 
Excellency with frequent reports on the subject, especially an there was every reason to 
admire tfie prudence and energy with which the new Governor-General and the 
Dcfterdar have acted, and to believe that official action on the part of the foreign 
authorities would do more harm than good. 

About three weeks ago Dr. Boulgaris, n physician of standing in this city, received 
u packet containing n letter addressed to a gentleman mimed Migto, hi which letter were 
fcHirid cheques addressed to fourteen wd!known Greek gentlemen of Smyrna. signed by 
lhe Band of Seven,” and calling upon them to pay the amount* stated thereon to 
Misto, who was ordered to collect the amount and hand over part- to a Dr* Alexandrov, 
part to a certain Hadji Andou, and to retain part upon ids own person, cadi being 
responsible for the amount intrusted to him until it should he called for* This 
programme was so extraordinary that the affair was generally regarded us a joke. 

On Tuesday Iasi Mist® received a second letter, threatening him with death if he did 
not carry out the orders he Imd received* 

As most of the gentlemen who were threatened were Hellenic subjects, the Greek 
Consulate bus taken an active part in tho discovery of the band. The detection and 
death of Fmugpn is, however, directly due to Lhe energetic action of the Greek Yiec- 
Cansulj who, having received information that Frungiolu frequented it house in the 
Armenian quarter, placed spies near the spot. When the man was scan to approach the 
hou^e early yesterday morning he was Called upon to surrender; but as ho replied by 
11 ring upon l'lie police, he was at once shot down. Papers were found upon ins person 
bearing the name# of people from whom he had demanded money, and one stamped with 
the seal of the '* Seven." 

There la no doubt that Frnugiola vms the murderer of the unfortunate Mr. Arnivo. 
He has had nmuy imitator, but they have mostly been detected, and are now hi prison. 
; will not trouble your Excellency with their exploits, 

I have, &c. 

(igued) HE SHY D. BAENHAM* 


No. 05. 

Sir FT. Whits to the Mttripiix of Salisbury.-^(Receii'etl Ju?t? 1C*) 

iNo. 227A 

Mv Lord, Thttrapw* Jane fi, 1BSB. 

IN obedience to the tustrudbus contained in your Lordship's despatch No.llj> 
rd the 11th April, I informed Mr, Eldmlgo that your b^lship lmd approved oi Ins 
proposal to call the attention of the muv Vuli to the trial of and sentence passed on tho 
Christians arrested in eimtieetion with the imit riots at Heirut. 

I have now received a despatch from Mr. Bldrldgo, copy of which is herewith 
inclosedj m which he states that All Panhit refuses to interfere in tho action ot his 

predceeeaur, . d . + ,, . .. . 

I do not therefore propose to take any lurtliei action in this ji latter unless 
instructed by your Lordship to do so, as matters have- quieted down, and 1 doubt any 
good resulting from advice of this kind so long after the event. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W* A. WHITE. 


hides are in No. flo, 

CsjuruJ-Gone rat fiUridge to Sir If. White, 

Bnruf, May 22, 18B8. 

t HAVE had the honour t4> receive your Excellences desputeh of tho 
md ultimo on the subject of the trial of and sentences passed on the Christians in 
connection with tho riotwliieh took place on flic 5th Fehrmuy last at Bomit, and 
informing me that the .Marquis of SalLbury approved d my proposal to cull fh« 
attention of the ruuv I'ali of Hoirut to t.hcse procecthugs^ auggesttng that 11 Ley should 
lie revised. 



























A.( the first private interview I had with All Pnaha 1 explained in him the whole 
u flair* as I vmderatuocl it, pointing out that I considered a great injustice had been 
feoaunitted and the CUrfcttans were unfairly treated* iLis Excellency sanl that from 
inv point of view k, appeared Ht'iet justice had not been meted out to all parties 
impartial ty j hut, as the occurrence took place before hia arrival and the accused seat 
to Damascus for trial, it. would net become him to interfere in the matter or with the 
action of his predecessor, an argument which, in spite of all. my endeavours* I von Id 
not overcome, ultlitougli we discussed the subject, on two occasions* 

1 have, &c. 

( Signed) a L ELDIURGE. 

No* Oft* 

Sir W. White to the Marquit of Salisbury — {Received June 16*) 

(No* 22S.) „ _ „ -i acu 

My Lord, TAernpm, June i>, I 888. 

WITH reference to my despatch Xu. LJfi of i-hc I U-li ultimo oti tiio subject of Lhe 
arrest of the Protestant teacher at Emirmun, I liavt the tioaour to inclose a copy of a 
further despatch I have received from Her Majesty's Acting Consul ul Rrzeroum* 

Mr. Wratifijaw further reports that, an Armenian priest and three laymen at 
Erzmginn have been condemned to exile tor hie* 

The priest. Hirkf, whose imprisonnicnt I reported m my despatch Xo. I-Amu the 
30th March, is now, Mr. tt'mtisl&w reports, only confined to the foidre-ss of Eossaa 
Kald, but that Ms fellow vilMgdra #c still in prison. 

Mr, Wiattalaw* in eon elusion, states tin# the proposed emigration ot Aimoixuns to 
Liiiesda has been vetoed hy tins Porte, and no passports are now given for passing the 

Russian frontier, ■ 

I have, &c, 

(Pignad) W, A. WHITE* 
Inclosure in No. GG. 

Acting Consul IVrati at tw: to Sir W. White. 

^ j r Hirzetou rtf* M el y 24t, 1S$8. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge with thanks the receipt ot your Excellency n 
despatch of the 11th instant on the subject of the possible dosing of the r l uvkudi 
authorities of the Fratestunt school id Kmwmim. _ ... 

The cast) of the teacher* Bilriimiam and the pupil, Sirriput, is still under considera¬ 
tion at Constantinople, Imt- 1 hear that a telegram was this week received from the 
Porto inquiring the names id' tho olfieiuls engaged in investigating U, and mtmud mg 
that, their acal will be suitably recognized hy the Government. k , 

An Armenian priest and three laymen,arrested sonic time ago at lutfiugiiu* on tho 
charge of having seditious documents* i.r. 3 national songs* in their possession, have 
hetuiCondemned 1 by tin- local Court to exile lor life. Tins sentence has tins week been 
hiid before tho Erzerouiu Cnuvl of Appeal for rati3ication. ^ t 

The priest of llU'kT* wlio.se ease was reported to your Excellency in my despatch 
of the 2nd March, is no longer actually in prison, but is detained within the 
precincts of the Portress of llassun Kale. Thu Armenian bishop here tells me that hia 
traso can now be arranged for ,C T. HI), so he will probably be sot at liberty before very 
long. The other natives of JlirUT who wore arrested on the same charge are* 1 under¬ 
stand* still in custody, pending the nr rest of the Stamboul Armenian referred to in tho 
above despatch, who is stilt at large. 

‘With reference to t he propotnd umigrattoxUo Ruseta of n numhcE of Ai meiuana 
from this district (referred to in my Confidential Report to your Excel let icy of the 
22nd February)* 1 arn informed that the matter has been allowed to drep, at any 
rate for the time being, us the i'orta bus absolutely refused to hour oi anything of the 
sorj, Indeed, the local authorities umv refuse to grant passports allowing poramia to 
cross the Russia ei front icr, thereby causing aonsidcrable loss and inconvenience* m at 
Ihis season native eattjjfc merchants are accustomed to make extensive pui'daiscs of 
sheep* &c,. ill the UuBsiftn markets. I ■hoar that the Russian Consulate has 
remonstrated against I Ills action, but in vain* 

1 have, & o* 

(Signal) A. C* lVRAlWLAW. 
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No* 67. 

Sit Jl\ White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received June 23.) 

^v'LovV Therapia t Jane 10, 1888. 

‘ WITH reference to my despatch No. 192 of the 8th May, in which L reported that 
Kupelian Effcmli was about to be provided with a post elsewhere than in the Lebanon. L 
have the honour to inclose it copy of a despatch from Her Majesty^ ConsugGenerai at 
Btirut from which it appears that sonic fear atill exists Itet he should return there. L 
consequently instructed Sir A. Saiulisou to see the Grand Vizier on the subject* and 
from Hie inclosed Memorandum your Lordship will perceive that the Grand V izicr 
enured him that, for the present at any rate, there was no danger of bis being allowed 

K return. .. . . 

1 have* Ac* 

(Signed) W* A, WHITE. 


Inolosure 1 in No* 07* 

Consul*General Eldridge to Sir >1 White* 

g. Bcyr&Kf, June 1, 1888. 

’ 1 ' w iTH reference to my despatch of the 30th ultimo relative to the corruption practised 
by Kupchan Effcmli in Mount Lebanon, I have the bommr to rnlorm your Excclhuicy 
that during the hilt few days I have seen several ot the Notables oi the ULamm ot 
carious denominations who all express* in various term*, the same sentiment, viz., that 
since the departure of Kupcliim the mountain ha* bean Ef resting ' rom his exactions. 

There is, however, slitl a feeling of uneasiness nmongaf all c asses that ha may vet 
return, an he still continues to draw his salary from the Lebanon 'I roasury, and there is 
no minoimcemcM that lie has been iippointad to a post elsewhere, or disimsscd the 

As tar as my information goes, 1 am convinced iliat there is not a single imlividiml 
in the whole district who desires to see him back again, except, perhaps, one or two who, 

acting as his jackals* shared* to el certain extent, in ike spoils. 

1 have* Ac* 

(Signed) G. J. LLDRIDGE. 


Iucloaure 2 iu No. <57^ 

Mffmoi'artffEiwi hy &ir J* Sandison. 

1 HAVE the honour to report, Lhatin obedience to your ExcefUeuey’s instructions, 

I did not tail to lay in a strong light before the Grand \ laier the inexpedieney 
anmeetod with KupcUan*. nmn to S,r«, aUhv that m presence ot the infitmctvOM 
received from H«r Msjesty’s Ooveratneffl. «w4 Hie *t*tamo»t ho hed made some months 
11..0 to the effect that Kajiliiia Eflendi would hu provided witli a post at Consluutmople. 
any departure now from this nitderntunding would lead to rcnioiiBtrauce and strong 
reprcaenlfttious from the British and hranch l'aidiassics, , . ... 

Ilia Highness stated, in reply, that, notwithstanding M. knpolians importunities, 
there will he no danger of his. being allowed to return to Syria in u burry. 

June It* 1888, 


No. G$. 

Mr. fa pie (Q the Marquis of Sulkbury r —{Received July 14*) 

ify^Lord^ TAffropifl, -taly 3, 1888. 

' ' [ ij\vE tho honour Ui ibnvavd herewith a copy of a despatch from Jl.er Majesty's 
Consul-Geneml at Beyrout, iiiclosiug a Memorandum by Mr. Vice-Consul Eyres 
respecting t!io udiuiniHtration of Southern Syria. 

(Signed) Te ' EDMUND FANE. 
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In closure 1 in No. 68. 

CfMwI-Gt'iuTti! Bt$ri<hjc to Bit IF* fH&ton 

Beyroutf Juiui 13, 1889. 

Sir? I li 1VE tV.fi hriftur to tranJLit he re with a copy of a very mteiyatmg 
r'nuVmi fumiiVed to mo Vs Mr. Vice-Consul Byres relative to the administration <>i the 
cn.iii1.rv from obscivatomsVnado by bint during Ins journeys in the south of \vria, and 
especially in the Strict of Ante, which ! venture to recommend to your Excellency 

sovml tears JR I « that part of Syria, and, acceding to 

M,. E.' VI -^ 'FeninriunUnii, 1 Vic stale of afftiig does not appear to have improved so fur ns 
ilu- iitiininisliiii ion is ™m-enurt t Hut rather to !*» reteogradod, W it laraumfcLkmg 
contrast with Bey rout and the Udmnnn, ^ ^ 

(Signed) G. J. EI/D 11-JB. 


In closure in No. fiS. 

Mein 4 rMdi}m % Vta-Ganxiit ifyres ' rii tite Voiulhitm of dm ihxirict. 

ISA VINU too.de three journeys into the knuljak of Acre during the last hvo yeai^, 

1 found mvrell' lii b position to. make certain o^wvatiqtft which may he of m cr. . ^ 

1 er "l' ( Sv 4 fioveriiincnt. My journeys were always nimtrt, One inojt of the we 
at my disposal was token up by the special work tor which was sent ; cou^qm nt U , 
i V r ls hin able to inquire ns fully as 1 wished into the state oS She vuantry. 

One of {Uo most notfceulile points Oh laying Boywut »«» entire nl.s.'M<'i; ;■> tile 
v-irni.il of .-iviliattion wWdi exists in tl.m town, whether os wgM* sw » n ’ lllr m J“ 
re2a tds the Gwernmeiit. In Bmout the pneswee »f lhVge nnmb«» of IJWpWJJ 
!L-nl 111!' Consuls n[ nil till- Uumjieiin I’owei-s inis n distine-'v eivilmin; e kl on 
Ihe eovoriiraont officials; trim dent not net arbitrarily or withowm injiistn'r m ■ 0 • r 
„ . iiremiit rsniwure vhi., 1 . will follow sod. deeds; littt in Snnb nn< i.i most towns 
■, , 3 , there is no A mbaihb> K mth.euee, the resis t of winch « that, a* tar 

the Government is conew-mni, .me might imn&ne one hud snilltenly ben phnigml jj*| 
llti L most barbarousancl buL-ofAlie-wav districts ol Asia Mnmt. - 1 _ 

ill, re arc Vicc-Conimls* hut they have not much influence, and ho Kaunakaim, nut. 

11111,.11 os they chouse* The Christians arc imt united, and are therefore unablo to 
im JL. u ih iu front to oppression and exnctkffi, whereas the Moslems combine together 
in- ts'l and soul, and, by the force of union adthii to the Savour ot the local S llvl ' l,s_ 
mcnUru enabled to carry every Liu ag thole own way, Tim Modems oi W m 
indeed of the rnort fauniicai m Syria, They consider, il is said, Mw lornn of Sanla a^ 

-. second Mecca, and tluvv wish and hope thill if may he established on Hurt mode!. 

The ..ilieilils ere enlirely Moslems, C**pt in those £«.<-. .hrt 

|. lW lor Christians, and most of Ihem m-c mil ivw oi ^uto. I he i^l.w liO xire j» ^ 

Sudan Moslems, follow the haul of their udlen-ucs. an make a show ol o« m 
•cJilaOy Imiatlcnl. The Katoirtkaius arc fitiqucutly chanped, and sliouhl an 
tiiau he -li .in ted Ui mrc iieciirrehec) matter tor the time improve, but, as a i nje h Ihpy 

dowiSd liy the .1 ttive Moslem* 'Oie Olnisfems era J 

the whole Tioimtoiioii is about 0,000 lo LthOOO. ol which not inou- tjuro a quaitci ire 
ctSfK i-imsf.nii-m-.' k this stite ef tWjigs 
ndmii.istn.li.,.1 is hopLsJy twrupt, rttul Cln-istmos hnd J* 

iustico cxcfepl by personal inJlmmcc or pecuniary inducements. I ho „u,o si 

ditlk-uLtlcH »Jr plaeeil iu the way of foivi-n ^ubjeeEs who holt 
avstun of mcostoto imrrlemice ifi adopted by the mitlmrities. with the 
I‘luvsumc. of making llnau gitfe up in despair and sell Iheir pope^mns. 

an- rcco-nlKed as such when it h disiulvanto^ous lo llinn, Imtnhu tl - 
cobitKivy would he the ease, il is only afier much delay and eoutmua iipplicat oils 
lVu J that the. local authoritir^' arc [AmmA to tsmwdo the toot, bisect y he 

S^d—I the I,n-umoneuecs,. 1 he Governor o MaypUl. whcUlfir 
l. , u (1 r , Wall or ii MouU^aiilV, appears to have very httle power ol making hismdn^ 
(J jJ pVW i (Upside this town, rt nd the unumiit of hi tenuityexpanded in exptotmn^ away i 
, lain order and imUiim some other construction upon it is asloutulni^. 

and arbitrary disposition Hr owes his appomlment, which wn. 
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sdi'enuGusly opimsed by the late Xaslvid Paalia, to tlie influence oJ his father, Kiaxim 
Eashfi, and an ollldul who possessed many good qualities, lb saw Bey, was displaced to 
make room tor him, 

Tlassan Bey arrived without' notice at Sidnji, and for some 1 it tie time there were 
two Uovcmors iu liic town, the Wills supporting Ihsan Bey, while Hassan Hoy Held ft 
Birman from the Sultan, The latter was eventually successful* to the great chagrin 

of Nashid PaaM. ^ . 

r ryi'° is the very opposite of Saida in every respect. It is a quiet httle town, 
from which a complaint is senreely ever heard. The Okriattans are united* and 
live in amity with the Mosh^ns, who do not attempt an opposition, which they know 

Acre and Caiflh, being directly under the supervision of Mr- Vice-Consul Schmidt* 

1 .lot- ]impose to discuss, more especially ns my stay has always been too short to 
enable me to obtain an insight into the position of lo*\M affairs. 

At Tiberius the Kaimnkam is a Christian* Selim Mel Vi EtTcndi by name, lie is 
:i fairly honest, well-intentioned man, but is afraid of the extremely ignorant and 
fanatical Moslem officials by whom lie is surrounded, H’lie latter* uh a rule, go their 
own way without reference to the (Governor, whom they despiwo. The various Heads 
of Departments no longer look upon Llio Kanuakaiu as tho person from whom they 
Eire to lake their orders; he is simply a channel of comtolUmoatioii* and they umy to 
liis written communications generally to the effect that they must ivter to their 
superiors in the siuidjak or In the vilayet' Sentre. 'Hie Courts of ilusticc ure absolutoly 
independent, according to lav, hut besides t hese, I lie Census ufiici&l (Tilirin Nul nss 
Memouri), and the Tkipou oflleiul, consider tb(jnbelves_ independent also, ami take their 
orders .from Acre. Consequently, il is impossible, in any disputed case* to ^da ] n 
satisfaction, on the spot; the Kaimnkam has one set of orders anti the various officials 
others, while the vilayet, if appealed to, declares that one or other is in the wrong, but 
taken uo stops to right it* and permits tins duplicate system of (iovummenl to continue, 
with the result (agteeabltr no doubt to tho higher authorities) that it ia^door to 
in-,possible to arrive at a satisfactory conclusion of any business. 

The district of Tiberias is, however* quiet* ami l heard no complaints oi outrages 
or of misbehaviour on the part of the police. Progress has been made with a roau to 
Nazareth and Cmffu, and steps Lave been taken to rebuild certain portions of the flne 
old buildings which cover the hot mineral springs at Imlf-andioiiBs distance the 
town. A bufgc sum was collected sutboieut for the total rebuilding of those baths, but 
after the vihEL »l" a high personage the greater par( of the- money disappeared, and tho 
works were restricted to repairing ruinous portions of the edifice. _ t . 

Sal'ccl is the worst govci'ucd (own and district that ! have visited in Hynm it 
was almost- incredible to me that such a state of things could exist within 70 or 
HO miles of Beyrout. The Ivalmakam is of the great Shehnb family, a Mosiom; he is 
a plausible man and speaks well, but is a t reaclicrous, coriupt, and arbitrary miscreant. 
Those are strong words, but are 00 than tho truth* Under his government 
tho Mnslilinan, Jewish, and Christian population suiter great oppiwipn h'<m 
exactions, nnd from the high-handed and illegal proceedings of tsic police. No 
complaint against any official is iLStenod Lo p mid it is impossible to eh tick the rapacity 
of the tfapt-iohs; or to obtain justice against them even when they commit the most 
abominable a rimes. The members of the Courts arcs crassly ignorant, and have no 
conception of their duties. The Jews and Chmti&us naturally Buffer most, but the 
Moslems also are not exempt. In tho case of foreign subjects not a semblance of legality 
k observed; their houses are entered, and they are dragged off to prison niton without 
bearing any accusation. They an.' putLisbed without trial, and harder measurers deal! 
out to them because they claim foreign protection. The only answer to Consular 
protests is, that no foreign subjects are rceogni/ed whose curtUieatos are not counter- 
signed by the Sublime Torto, and in this reply the Governor is aupportod by his 

In the streets of the town Europoatts mro eontlmiully insulted, and Jews are 
frequently maltreated. The district is not suto, and no efforts are made to punish 

roving marauder*. _ 4 ,. _ _ . ,. 

fl minini iniention* except by tolegranu is difficult With Saied 3 as tins post goes 
round by CrtilTa, and orders from superior authorities are often not carried into oluad, 
there being no one Mhoto interest il is to see to their execution. , . 

Even the Post Office is net exempt from the prevniting uialadmimstmtanu and 
the TostmustiT, the foiir Kaisftr Shcliahi stops lettots, newspapers* nnd telegrams if 
iiu has n grudge against the person who is to receive or scud them, 
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Id conclusion. T may add that I would urge the necessity of the d™®* 1 
Xfllmafeiina of Sated and Si don as a salutary lesson ; but it is not very probable that 
^ audition of those districts would be permanently suoh 

unless the Governor-General tan be fraught to exercise an offieiLut contuo 

bubmdmatein outljdn^p^^^ ^ ^ r >nly possiblb remedy tor this state ot things 

» eoiLSai expose and protest, so m tv Moa Cte h<mi of *SSid. ft 

oompet tliflocal authorities to act [airly or wgard 

Beyrout, June 7, 1SS8. 


No. 09, 


Mr. Fane to the Marquis of Salt sitarg ;—■ ( Received July M.) 

Mg The rnpia, July 10, 1888. 

J i have tke honour to tofcwttd herewith a copy of a (lapfttel. Iter 
Maiastv’s (Voting Consul at Hreeronm, «w> raippelJHuWe of the llusMan 

iirigandi Kerim, iind outrages committed by Kurds ocnr^raui^iim. 

(Sigued) ’ EDM U X D FANE. 


brigand i Kerim, anil outrages 


In closure in No. 09, 

Consul Wntthfaui to Sir W, BTuGe. 

Erser&wiH* June 2b, 1888- + 

S|rp I KEG RET to have to report to your Excellency the reappearance in this district 

„r m KSSr fiiSE brignml, tift. 'Be atriherWea # * 

last ,v,.ck nf liis presencu, will' ftvi. followers, nt a village m the Ca-/a «E . 1 

tm hours from Er/erouiu, and fifty cavalrymen were at once sent to capture him, 
under the command of a certain Captain Mi ran Bey, who has l^onso otten unsucc^ 
luitv cmnlovcd on the same service as to tic popularly supposed to| j utV ® loi JE 1l K ? 
^ It U friendly umtotaniing wA Kumn. Th.s <M«M 
succeeded in surrounding the brigands, who, however, appear to have subsequently 

*m. -* m T b r 1 ** 

HsJLidi tribe of Kurd* last week waylaid lour: Circassian 

lag to VUuisli after selling their beasts .» the market here. ih d he Un*e». 
were murdered, and the fourth severety wounded. None o! the Kurds have been 

”"'tLl minor outrages have been committed hy Kinds during the present month 
lucI although till lately, the district has been unusually free from brigandage, tins 
f Is probably only due to the prolonged wet weather and the 

consequent bud state of the roads. ( ^ ^ 

(%ned) A. C. WRATISLAW, 


Wo. 70, 

Mi\ Font; to tin Murtfuix of Salisbury*—*July Id.) 

(No.202.) Thertqm, July 10,1888, 

y i LEAVE the honour to tatfintiH herewith a copy ot a despatch from Her 
Majesty's Cun sul at Danmsous, reporting generally oft the Sjfi** * ** 
disirict, wed stating Hint muck dfcwxmtwil had oT late onriedammg flu, troops. 

(Signed) EDMUND FANE. 
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Inclosure in No. 70. 

Comul Dickson to Sir IT. IVMte. 

Damascus, June 2t>* 18S8. 

' ,a * I HAVE the honour to report to your Excellency that Nazif Pasha, the Governor- 
General of this province, left Damascus on the iSth instant for Homs and Hamah* m. 
K superintend tlie farming of the tithes, and that the “Muavh. ( Andjomt du 
Va li ”) Sms also prodded to B&lbec for the same purpose. 11 u* expected that their 
Exigencies will be absent nearly a month ; and as the crops have been very uhiLTuUnt 
liiis year, it is considered that the yield to the local treasury from the tallies will bo 

' Ll ^caravan started from Damascus for Mecca* with tlic usual olhcial 
ecremony, on the Uth instant* and has been joined by akml dOO or 500 rcrsian pil-rims 
and other Asiatics, The total number of pjlgruns, however* nt aU iiat.muahties* uas 
not larce, its many preferred to proueed to the holy by sea. 

The Feast of the T&i'ram passed off verj' quietly, but much dLscontout, Mims m 
have been felt among the troops in consequence of their not having received_ the 
payment on account of their arrears of salary which usually made on such ocoaious* 
an5 it is reported that an animated discussion on the subject took place between the 
Commaistier-in-chief and the .©oyemor-Genaml, the latter rhch.img Jo ^ 00^11 an 
advance Tram the local Treasury. The Mushir eventually negotiated a loan of 
£ T. B f 000 with the Ottoman Bank on Urn own personal guarantee^, and1 was 
accordingly able to distribute £t certain sum among the treopa, who were thus uitislied. 
Ttet&mi however, has, during the last few day,, been a subject of general 
comment in Damascus, t ha ^ ^ 

(Signed) JOHN DICKSON. 


No. 71. 

Sir W, While to the Marquis of Salisbury{Received August % 4-. r i f.vi.) 

fSeffraphieJ Constiintimpk, August 2, 1888,1*55 p.h : 

1 ' GBAND VLZIEll contradicts the a^eriion that the IVto intends bringmg 

Circassians and settling them about Van* His Highness admits* 

certain number of Muussulmans from Russian Daghestan hare emigrated into Jurkis 

instructed our Consuls to report to me* and have called their attention 
to this* which ought, to Imve boon noticed by them. 


No. 72. 

India Office to Foreign Office—(Receipt'd August 4,) 

mov Ondcr-Beareturv of State for India presents his compliments to the Under- 
aeoratoofstte forSg.iAlIaira.Aftd, by diraotion of vU.nt Crass, M 
iicreivitli, for till! mFovmatioii of tho Miiriims of Sabsbury, copy of a Memorandum by 
Colonel Boll on railway construction in Asiatic 1 urkoy . 

India Office, August 2 T 1888, 


[nclosuic in No. 72. 

Mtfmortfndum by Colonel UAL 

Qltt 'ra m Sgii«”te vour Dotted the cgniowof Sir >V. White w th* mbjeot of 
ii e nrimai-v imix>rtancc to ua not only politically, hut atratoglflally, of lurkish 
milwavs In \sia I nuad onlv remark that they coincide with the results of a study 
made in this Odico of the ii-ule and miU%' 

in Ada, on the ferminatiou of a reecmiimssinkce of Asm Minor, Annum. 

MWta&m, Kurdistan, and Azerbaijan earned outw i( i tho 

I hope in two mouths time to place before you the details of this study . m uns 






















iticaiiijiuc, for tin- .sulked under cmisidilaticm it- may suffice to recapitulate tbft results 

m-rived ah which are Unit— . U 

L The comuure&L and strategical railways required m Turkey in Am ai c 

imUmlly idciittfeiil, fcrtSusfce Wag the best pion^r to pave flic way for possible 

military <jon tunsrcivL'icH- . , , , v 

v/ The most important commercial and strategic Hues required to develop 

the ».»» of Turkey in Asia tuul to enable her -to defend 1 h« Anuensro frontier, 
and, to admit of n Western oily aiding her in that dr-fence, if advisalde or necessary, 

* U ' A trunk line Irom Satawlanii,* viittlieBailan I’M*, Antioch, and Aleppo loBiraiik 
Oil the Euphrates, and 1 hence ihrn ugh northern Mesopotaiiiia, past Mardmr 
and Mosul tb Bagdad. This line connate the Medjt«vraiican fea and lcnmnQulE, 
traverses a count rv of great ogrimiBurdi fertility* skirls hills of eonsiderabln mmoral 
wealth, and connect* the coijdiricraial mid straiegie contra# of Aleppo, ttiarbokr, mu 
Mosul, necessary raspcurivoly In «ir d<$||| M Syna, Armenia, and Kurdistan, amt 

forthdi commciTial dovolopinont. % . , i AW t 

r rbe- reasons for the selection of SakandamB* as the railway port ara ,mt tnteiul 
into hove. Tlusv are weighty; a const com&etion with the Mei^e-Mana hire is 
desirable; there is no reason why it should not become n healthy port; it iso good 
harbour and can be xeadily improved at » small cost, Sa.% r 

a. This line, bused us slated un the Mcditmftiican Sea and the Lcrsaan Gu t, 
requires to H siiptiloniciitcd by one based on the Uhiek Sea miu ominrrLmg the 
commercial and Smtegte centres of Mesopotamia, At, h those ol KteM* 
Kharput, Malaria, Sivns ami Samsim, necessary also to 'he detente <d Auneuu and 

Anatolia and their commercial development. t :+r-n+sw 

The Elnck 8eu turiuin:i> need hr no s-mrcc id danger to hirkcy, if it DC to) titled 

and measures taken to defend and eventually dust if ay Uiv hire if iiKf.ss.uy 

l. i?rom this 'latter line, noth f nr the defence and further development.east \\ a rib 
nf Armenia mu! Kunhslnn, a line is Ycquired which, starling 

a line through Emghiaii and iitsseroum to the ft#.£J? Kharput, vtsl Mu# 

ilitlis, Vn»,'’to Kotin- Pass; both aiv perhaps necessary atmtegeolly- _ . . . 

5, The study points to the military value of the positions occupied_b\ ^tias \u 
regard to Anatolia of iStirhokir and its outposts, Kharput and Malatia in wjffigj* to 
Mesopotamia and the iHghhmirhood* rif Misais and Aleppo m reboot to the defence 

The lines of railway mdicuied, including l-beac obligatory strategic points, liable 
the (Hence of Anatolia*and Mesopotamia to he conducted mi sound hues, and the 
iiiil.iativo iificmuy for tha defence of Amn-nb to b" vigorously prosecute<U 

Tins system'of railways will also he to Britain »l 'J 10 ., llt " UjS 1 r ^ v * llfc *l! t k. “ 
compelled to coerce Turkey. Such Coercion lse(i(1 iml V result 1 u 1 urkey s inora^ed 
strength. The lino# Routed give her the advmiam ol ire 
Scutmh wlrilst at the same time securing to her the best of bases at. Sakamhi u 
(ovifrihidowed by Cyprus) and the Persian Gull, and enable her to occupy, uH 
desinildo, the Mmb-i-ienl cqntFOR m-vessmy to the- Ww ^ 

Kurdistan, and .Mcsopokunin, for these are readied hy the hues V' 01 ", J 1 }. 

«!imsun and Van, based, us already stated, on ft doubte bas^ the 
Sea (md too Tersian Gulf, on Ilritaiu and Lutllft, and it necessary, on the m,uk ; .'n J 
at Samyun us wcllj nor enu they, in my opinion J>u surpftsod as cnimucnunl hucs 
uniting as they do the tortile aieas of Hivns, Malfttia, hbarput, Dimhrkn, mid ih 
nMtm of Armenia with the plains of Mesopotamia and thei Aleppo \ilu;nt and 
tollowing as well the natuml lines of c&minuiUOfttion tepcatod by the topographical 

features of the country, . , , - .■ 

They follow upptotciraatolv the strategic carl-roads, in whole or m pint con- 
stirhOtod by l-lio Turks, and tlidr strategic value u kuma ij^ theins ft mat cr ol 
moment facilitating the likdilmod of a concession being granted tor their const ruction 

Witb rcfi’ivnue to pi'oposition (S), I would remark that it Ihc liucs of r-iils\ ay 
ura likely to result in great \nipcwal advimtage—mul l would i«|e that tho a^nte^ 
to Britain both commrrctnlly and strategically if Turkey in Asia 
railroads designed to moot her IraporiiJ requirements fur 

to any other ^mver—it is wnrtli spending on them Imperial Intub under I mH-l nil. I 
guarantee, and that we should not expect to gain great advantage at too low 
figure, but ho prepared to pny for them their market value, 

* fkmailanwn (Ali'xandrctin). 
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The deductions from the reconnaissance referred to, and here given, have been 
necessarily made on the assumptions that in the abstract it is right to prepare to meet 
TOSsibititles, for tow can predict what may Or may not happen; that it. is sound 
poliev to strengthen the Turkish Empire in Asia by all the means in our power, and 
that \o pave the way to eventually enable the Powers to introduce the long-delayed 
reforms necessary to the amelioration of the Armenian race is very desirable, 

I have here'purposely avoided entering into contention as to the relative values 
of the different lines proposed at various times by promoters of railway scheme* and 

have stated conclusions only, + 

The details as already stated will bo before you in two months 3 time in a torm 
capable of ready reference. Here, l would only remark that no great stress is laid on 
the value of the Meditercanemi-Berskn Gulf line as a through military road to India. 
|ta main importance rests on far wider considerations of Imperial policy, development, 
to the trade and resources of Asia Minor, the defence of Armenia and Kurdistan, and 
through them of Syria nnd Constantinople, 

The only drawback to the lines proposed biimggassurfld commercial successes is the 
venality of Government officials throughout Turkey in Asia, tPasha justice (!) 
Pasha venality ; Pasha greed. The peasantry arc thrifty and hardy, of tine physique; 
Turks, Armenians, Kurds, &c., by no moans gone-by peoples, 

But if these tinea are to be of use to Britain in enabling her to aid I urkey to 
defend Asia Minor, money should bo ex pended on them now and not rat the eleventh 
hour, us one of their chief values lies in the commercial development of the country. 
Should there be but n remote probability of Armenia becoming a theatre of war for 
British troops, or troops acting* in concert with them, the posjsihilgjy of their being 
useful to Great Britain is a contingency worthy of being provided for. 

It is a first importance tiud the Turks should now consider veil the Auutiuau 
theatre of war, and place flic lth Army Corps—the front# corps—on a (satisfactory 

Leaving out of consideration the military necessity for one and of nil these lines 
(the Mesopotamian as well aa An a tel inn and Armenian lines), to enable Turkey single- 
handed, or aided by allies, to defend her Asiatic- possessions against llu&ia, and looking 
uiion their hearings upon British trade atone, they must, 1 think, be considered 
necessary bo enable England’s commerce to compete favourably in the East with 

KussHh grow 1 ing mamifucturuig uml carrying powers. + ^ , , ,, 

Britain’s Imperial position depends upon her continuing, as hitherto, to be the 
great carrier ami supplier to the world at rates than other compelitora enn attorn 
to accept. I tor commercial bundle is made up of a number of sticks some larger some 
smaller, but the smallest of them, such as Persia and Turkey, she cannot aEtom to lose, 
lest others shako too&e and be lest to her, mid these lead to the loss of others. It this 
be sound political economy, and it seems ihfrmtestahle, PiihilnGobject must bo to keep 
her hold on all her present markets and customer, to further develop tlm termor and 
increase the number of the latter, and to this end the Asia Minot railways are very 

necessary to her, * .. ,, ,, 

l So not further enlarge upon thi* here, although l would invite your attention to 

the gradual outward increasing wminercial pressure Unit Russia is exerting along the 
whole ol her Asiatic border^, whether in Persia, Afglianlstan, or China, ft# to the 
steady manner m which Sier home and border raiivrays are being systematically pushed 
to still farther exorcise this pressure, and which are likely, in years to come, to give hor 
advantages over otirsetvcs, wliuLhur :ls supjmier or carrier to the Boat (meludmg Lridia)^ 
advantages which must aEiOusly cripple British trade in all ite branches and 
throughout ite ramifications uulc^ she counter-rail on a well designed system. 

(Signed) M, S. BELL* Ojljiwii 

Shah, May 0, ISAS. Deputy Qmirttirmatticr-Getierul, Intelligence Branch, 


No, 7d. 

Sir IF. fSAiVc? to the Marqui* of Sididurp.— {leaked August 10, 6 30 tf.M,) 

(IMlegraphie.) Gortfftonrinoplfl. August 10 , 1888 * 

SCHEMES for railways in Asiatic Turkey, 

On the 25th July, 1887,1 laid before your Lordship an exhaustive Memorandum 
on suoh Concessions,,,in which I argued on the inexpediency of Her Majesty s Embassy 
[525] 8 
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gM* support to any partioolar sd-amc of toe Wad without a through sifting of 
their respective merits at. homo- FTniflaj Pasha Bail way, and who lints 

Alt,who is toe ■g-flfiShW M Colts (*l W dental, 
now connected lumself with iTCtjc / mefcod by the Foreign Office to give 

No. SS9 or the 21st July) lolls w. 1 w>now oSer offJrs, *»ne horn English, I 
support to to ^i^c- A* - i()l , „,,, iu.-x,,,:,li.-ucy of mu acting 

^ Information as to too value of to«* rival 


No. 74 

Sir »F. IFM<. (a tfr Marais |f ^ l ° } 

(No. 309. Confidential, Ext- 63-) TAe^M riwpMf 10,1888* 

My VHAVE the honour to state W 

putouedto ednncotioh Lordship a 

1 m year, on too 23th ,[uly l lm<l too S had boon fnt 

forward, end ! urged the necessity •> (* yXX whteh w.ld result 

support •»“ Zr P oJ***»ri thout i,s meritfl bdu3 C[mi£u!ly 

toquuSInto in Lnflaod ,leIore ^^^S^ilwy, called upon me to-day 
and SS‘2 ^ 

Isv Oil? messenger on Monday to auppoi ■ '- ■ qAw thlcontractor for the 

(’oniicclcd l'itiiicll with “■ wU. I addressed to 

ottoman lighthouses, and this » »i conl „ Jgff Co[o „ el , v it is not the only 

your Lordship my d&patda ^ o.Conccfi&ibn ‘'Other British Companies have 
Englishman who is competing io to a. C s ^ - ) j0 rds!iip the extreme 

now put forward schemes, and L «£* ' th(! merfo if the various 

Strand e^^JTres in l#tod hetoe I receive instructions to support, any 

0n0 ra^ilfonourto forward the sLtance of the above remarks to your Lordship 

by telegraph to-day. i Wn &c. 

(Signed) Tff- ^ WHITE, 


No. 75. 

Sir W. mitt to «<■ Jfa** of m**r-&** ,i 11 ■ ) 

(No. 367-) Therapist itupuit 7, 1888- 

My Lord, , (l hi v jiJjmteh No, 238 of the 25 th ultimo, aijil to 

WITH reference to vemi b) ^ tu inform your Lordship 

my telegraphic reply “‘f'Vstnsmtoo make inquiries at toe Porte as to the alleged 

Christian population m 1* 1*. ™‘, Memorandum by tl.at gemlemau, 

1 have now the to* 1 l l ; , J .Ministers for foreign Allans and 

stating, mi toe ^Utoorily ol thr. rr. ; Jlnlionuucdan Tlussian subjects, 

tho Interior, that tin- Dagkestom *. ,, T# or # t i funis itself reluctantly coin- 

forced to quit their nte tee it entails. It is 

tecetegaffi rjg 

Lf™teifew:i4 ?ar-« *—-—* 

*"*“ <Kp U“”’w:A.wnm. 
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Tncioaiirc En No^ 75. 

Mmvrvndvvi. 

I HAVE tiie honour to report, on the authority of the Grand Vtrier,, as well as of 
SlliiI Pasha, and Munir Pasha, the Mieistor of the Interior, that tho Ciicasshoa 
mentioned in Lord Salisbury's dc^tpatoh are MahomuiLMijin Russian subjects whom tho 
Ministers desaribud as (t Dajbfefltftiilis,” forced to quit their nat ive country and emigrate 
to Turkey, much to the regret of the Govemuieiiri in view o£ the expense ;md 
inoonvonicnec wbiob their immigration will entail upon tho Imperial Treasury. As, 
however^ the Porte finds it. difficult to refuse them hospitality, it is now propo&ed, 
according to Munir Pasha’s statonumt to mo yesterday, to assign them huoIl availaok 
ivasto InndE end other State property as are to he found for their settlement, in the 
Vilnycts of Sivah, Trej^&d* anti ErKeroum, these being the nearest, provinces to tho 
Russian frontier and lihok fpa poets which could afford the munigrants land and 
shelter without occasioning great expense to the Government in the shape of 
transport, &c. 

According to what I was told by Said Pasha and Munir Pasha they consist of 
about iUO families, and, as stated above, will be act tied, in different parts of the three 
vilayets in question, 

(Signed) A. SANDISQN, 

Thera phi, August 5,1S8S. 

No. 76, 

Sir R. M&riw to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August II.) 

(Separate.) 

Aly Lorib London, August 10, 1SS8. 

! HAVE received the three letters which 1 inclose herewith from Mr. Hardinge, 
recording observations of various kinds made by him during a tour in Trans- 
Caucasia which I authorized him to make last spring* 

Though of a private kind, they contain mutter of sufficient i Everest to authorize 
me to communicate them to your Lordship. 

I have, &o. 

(Signed) it. B. D. AtOEIEB* 

Ineloanro 1 in No* 76. 

Mr* A. Hardhuje to Sir R< Morier. 

Ekhmiodzin MooaA^nj, Gotn'rnmfa^ of Eriunnj 
Dear Sir Ttolicrt, April 21, 1888. 

I HAT> meant to write to you From Tpis, bat iny time there was so taken up 
i bat 1 was obliged to put it off, 

1 got there on die 15th (Sunday) evening. Herbert and 1 separated at 
KharkholT, and 1 stopped for a couple of days at Taganrog and ItostotV on Don. 

I had intended going up to Novo/rcherkask, but the badness of the roads* 
owing to tiie incessant rain* and Lite awkward railway arrangements, made me put 
off my trip to the Don Cossack territory till some more Favourable opportunity 
arose, l heard a good deal, however, both at Taganrog and Hostollj about the 
famous annexation of those two towns to the Cossack region. The object of the 
Government in incorporating them appears to have been u double one;— 

L To conciliate the CoSacks, whn have undoubtedly teen mi comfortable about 
toe plans said to be maturing at.head-quarters for the extinction of their peculiar 
institutions* 

a. To place under closer and more efficient control two somewhat suspicious 

centres, . 

As you know, Hu* toll' and Taganrog ware, so to speak. M liberties’—- 1 mean 
they were politically united to, but geographically isolated from, lhe Government of 
Ekaterinoslav, from which they were separated by the intervening Don Cossack 
territory. The Governor of Efc uteri nod uv and hi* superior, tiie Governor-General 
of Odessa, Look, accordingly, little interest in towns lying fin away from their 
borders, and this circumstance, combined with the exUtoncc there of a large 
IIDating Labouring population (especially at UostofF), made them neeto of South 
Russian revolutionism. The police authorities, imperfectly checked by and out of 
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t£h wilH lh* to**. «« 

pQi'fc rules were very loosely applied, l. > * .. n r^onti^r towns'—people 

fcvJ8BaBIEoSa«u#« **■.»•> “■ ■ r >“’ 1 

when the barges bringing the wlic^i 1™ J 2 connection with unloading 

with theta crowds oi'workmen seeking employ mci 3 1 -.20 000 This 
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seething mob ol labourers is T Uu , * > <, _ Christian,they pillaged all 

occasion of acme frivolous dispute betwer L n i* F overpowered the police, and kept 
tiio Turkish shops and houses, wreckciI a - > the ^rival of a Cossack regiment 
up :i state oi riot, which was only put an ti .. , hunting-ground for 

from Novo-Tcherkask, Such a place *V9^ ™™ ^ wile mmlfiea- 

the Nihilists, ami the < recovery oi a conspwxv thc cxis tenc» of 
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Nihilism at Koetoil, is said to Iwcdt-Udci several thousand suspicious 

manager of a large business house to toe fifth three months of the 

political characters had been expelled fto® We tow n t , vl , M aL,srt>rntioiis, which 

present year, and although I Mwtedmyto™ 1 '« «• or n ‘X b >Lm all l hoard 
make me hesitate to accept all h,s statements, Thc first 

then, that thc police, since the union, h.n< ll> , ' j. .JI t ( lc rooms, and 

thing 1 noticed in my inn at J uganrog was a poattv, stii _ 1 , reminded 

hearing the signatnre of the Acting nr 

all keepers oh or visitors to, hotels of the vm&IM hm '\ < m R \] 

concealment of revolutianan litoral lug, A „' v „i 0 f an y gangers at their 
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second-hand Information 1 ’ffP.jffij, Teherkask, and 
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Cossacks might, they seemed to think, be spil'cientl) . ^ , couk f heftr| 

Petersburg!! IchutoTmlia to reasop. How erer, J* •' 1)c \he rcftl designs 

oTprhico'hlirsky, whethcr'l.eTsTeaUv toying.'as somesuspectto InH ^Cossacks 
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SUOd r,v'u not trouble you with any account of my journey from Vhuhkavkns to 
'S'illis. * The Georgian military road is a well-worn 

nothing fresh to bo said. I stopped a couple of days at t ad ha k. -, > j 

"ome Sf the Tartar and Cossack villages in the ^.ourhtoto ^t'dayTot 
belong to the Terek Army, but have improved ui i.ivily^tton since ,J t .| R . ( | 
Tolstoy's novel about Uiefti. The nun-coni rniastoiied n\]u <\ ■ ' ffinnff tha 
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a travelling revelutiunist. I( Minus tlnnc/ 5 be said : <E tout bon Anglais est r£volu- 
tidlkiAirc cn Russit;.” I told him that if he absolutely insisted on my prcaidiin^ 
insurrection, and would see that his police didn't arrest me by mistake, I won hi try 
to carry out his instructions, but that he must coach me up first in the causes of 
Armenian discontent. lie laughed a good deal, talked about Wolff and his desire 
to be friendly with him, Ridgeway’s article .pn the frontier, the folly of “ les geits 
uerveux,’* and all the reasons that there were for oul 1 being friends ant! not fees, if 
vve would only have the sense, on both sides, to understagd it. 

Then Im Look me over the Government Palace, and showed me, with evident 
pleasure, among Ids relies the pen with which Sir Ken wick Williams signed the 
capitulation of Kars, and the uniform of the Afghan Colonel killed at Pen jock. He 
5 poke very bitterly of his own Government, and of the way in which they had done 
their best to nullify his work, i suspect lie is sore at Trans~Caspia Saving been 
taken out of his jurisdiction ; you know he always took such an interest mil. 

■* I could settle matters" he said, ff with every one else, with the natives 
here, with the Turks, with you English; but it is Peters burgh and the permanent 
officials that make me despair. Les Chancelleries et les parasrasses— votli ee £jui 
tue ’ When I retire, which will be before many months are over, to my country 
house near Bskof, ! mean to carve, as an inscription over my door, a saying taken 
from one of your English poets— 

,L Whfji vEco prevails, 

Tito peat cf honour is ji priATito ulAtiGiir 1 ' 

"Surely, TGKCcVlepcy,” i said t f£ that is rather a severe reflection on your 
Government.” «Well“ said, "perhaps you are right. Home of my friends 
thought so too. I dare say it will be beat to restrain my feelings ” 

[ was not long in hearing more aljout the Armenian grievances to which Prince 
Onmloukoff alluded, 1 was thrown a good deal among Armenians during my stay 
in Tiflisj and at Erivan I stayed with a iM. Johanisian, an Arnumian ProtVssor, who 
hat! been educated in Germany, r I'he discontent of thc Armenians with the Russian 
Government has been growing steadily during thc last five years, nnd has begmyto 
spread from the (t yonng Armenian party ,J (who are chiefly literary men with 
Western notions derived from study in thc schools of Western Europe) to the mass 
of the population, The Armenians believe that thc lUjkian Government is deter¬ 
mined to stamp out the Armenian language, nationality, and religion, especially the 
latter, on which the other two chiefly'depend. As usual, they Imve begun with thc 
achobja* In all the villages inhabited by Armenians there existed elementary 
schools connected with thc Chinch, and voluntary secondary schools in the towns. 
These Armenian schools were shut up about four years ago bv the Russian 
authorities, and although since the accession of the present Armenian Catholicos, 
who is a Russian nominee, they Imve some of them been allowed to reopen, this 
concession has been neuEanalizod by a fresh blow, dealt only a hrv\ months hack, 
in the shape of an order that in all gymnasia, or State second ary schools, all 
instruction, even religious instruction, inapt be given in Russian. Formerly, in thc 
<j "viiinasia, Armenian boys received their religious instruction in Armenian, partly 


The whole of thc clergy accordingly declared that they could only teach the faith 
In the traditional sacred tongue, and, as a consequence, for thc last six months 
idurians teaching has censed altogether in the Government schools frequented by 
Armenians. All this is made additionally bilEer by the fact that the Minister of 
Education is him self an; Armenian; they speak ol M, HeliaaoR almost exactly as the 
Kins do of Minister Braun, tf a mote Peters burgh Tehinovmk, desirous only 
of courting favour in high quarters by being more Russian than the Russians 

themselves. „ . 4l 

\nother very sore subject is the action of Russia in connection with She 
appointment of the Catholics of Etchmtodr.iu, the highest dignitary of the Armenian 
Church. The Catholic os is elected by the Armenians themselves; each of the 
Armenian Dioceses in Russia and Turkey sends two electors, \h. t the Bishop and 
a lav representative, and in addition in them the monks of Etchmiadv.iii have 
between them seventeen votes. The total number of electors is (1 think) ISO, the 
^reatmai or! tv representing Turkish Dioceses, As, however. Etc hm hub in belongs 
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uniform and Astrakhan cap, something like the dress of the Russian police. I 
talked to one of the recruits, a young man of education, who otiemed not only 
fluite contented hut even keen about die service* 

I took the best part of two days getting from Tiflis to Eriv&n, From Tiflis one 
ij-oes by rail along the Baku line to a place called Alestafla* whence the Envait road 
branches southward; thence one can post in a “tarantoEs." Our lavantaas held 
three—myself, a Georgian priest, who was Parson of Igdir, a little town on the 
Turkish frontier, south-west of Erivan, and an Armenian commercial traveller, who 
was now touting for an American firm of the name of Clarke* and who had at one 
time acted as a colporteur for the Bible Society, but parted from them in disgust, 
The Georgian priest was a very decent fellow for his class ; his living was not a 
very good one, being only worth, so he told me, 500 roubles a-year, plus perquisites 
for administering the Sacraments, praying For rain, Stc.j when wanted, not reporting 
nonconformists, and the rest; but these pcrquisities he said hy generally got in kind, 
fowls* eggs* £tc,, a money present from a peasant family rarely exceeded a few 
copecks’ The best livings in Trans-Caucasia do not rinc above SOO roubles; all arc 
in the gift of the Bishop, My friend unite agreed with me as to the desirability of 
altering the rule which confined all Bishoprics to the monks, and as to the objections 
to an hereditary priesthood, but pointed out, wtiat 1 had act realized before, that the 
latter was an Inevitable evil, owing to the fact that the schools for the clergy give a 
free education to priests’ sons and thus naturally attract them, but require them to 
refund the expenses of their schooling if they enter any other profession but the 
Church, As they are loo poor to do this* they have no alternative but to take 
Orders, and, as my friend said he hail done, make the best ol it, I talked to him a 
good deal about Liisscnt, of which 'I rans-Caucasia is lull, especially the paifc of the 
country which wc tiaverscd. In fact, after leaving a little town called Delijan, 
where the roads to Erivan on the one hand and Alexandre] ml, Ears, and Turkey 
on the other separate, we entered a hilly trucL, separating the valley of the Kura 
from that of the Araxcri, which was entirely peopled by Molokan settlers, trans¬ 
planted by the Government from Tambov and other Central Russian provinces. 

Some of these Molokans were of the curious sect called Subb&fliki, or 
- Jidda" who in their seal for the literal interpretation of Scripture regard the 
Mosaic Ceremonial Law as still binding, abstain Irom pork, keep Saturday, and 
practise circumcision* Wc haul a curious instance of the extent to which these 
Judai'/ing Mofoknus enforce their creed. At Eleuofka, a Molukan village where wo 
stopped on the second morning ul our journey, our tarantass was supposed to 
be that of the doctor, who had been sent for to examine a dead body, and a peasant 
was sent over to the post-house to show us the way, When the mistake traus- 
s pi red our peasant all of a sudden became very silent and egnb&i mssed > mv 
curiosity was aroused, and after several uasuecessl'nl attempts to get at the truth l 
learnt from a young Tartar that the dead man had been murdered by the whole of 
the village with sticks and stones for some offence connected wdlh the Law of Moses, 
One of our fellow-travellers afterwards informed me that this offence was adultery, 

which the Pentateuch punishes with death, . , * * 

The planting or these Mulokan colonics is another of the grievances of the 
Armenians. They sa\ lhe Russian Government wishes to break up the compact 
character of the Armenian population, ami to introduce a purely It nasi an wedge 
between the Armenians of Trans-Caucasia and those of T urkey* so as to prevent 
anything like a cohesive and continuous Armenia, All the country taken from 
Turkeyrtbr example, at the end of the late war has been handed over to sectaries 
from Russia, who have no idea how to develop Its resources, whose fanaticism 
makes them u n plena# t neigh hours, and whose only reisoj* tttlre is that they help 
the Russians “ to divide and rule," I am bound to say, in justice to the Govern¬ 
ment that the uplands assigned to live Molokams seemed a horrible region, with 
an inclement climate and a poor-looking aril. Their villages were an exact copy of 
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I should rotation that before leaving TiHis 1 took advanta-c of the mewiy of 
a Turkiab to my paasjwrt Lo pay a visit to the Turkish Consul-Gene rat, 


those ol RuBsia. 

I 

rbmai Bey, with whom I had a long coinertation, lie is a very emphatic and vivacious 
little mail and 1 should think extremely busy and wide-awake* lie said he could 
nut . understand the indifference of our Government to what was passing in the 
Caucasus as evinced by our not having si ( niigufi at 1 lids. 1 eacoak, ,il ibitoum, 
though a most admirable roan, and with a thorough knowledge of the country, was 
not in a position to obtain for its the infonnulion which we needed. As an instance 
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and “ progressist^ Armenian school 1 have described, and is, in fact, a somewhat recent 
copy of it. The Georgians are, however, at a disadvantage as compared with 
the Armenian9, in that they have no separate Church to serve as a rallying point to 
their nationality. Being Orthodox, their old National Church has been absorbed 
into the Russian, and the Bishops are the mere nominees of the St, Petersburg!! 
Holy Synod. They had, until lately, a Georgian Seminary atTEElis for the Georgian 
clergy, but the minder of the Rector by a student who had been expelled For reading 
a Georgian newspaper (an offence very severely prohibited) served as a pretext for 
closing it, and thus crushing what might have developed into a seat of Georgian 
culture. Throughout Georgia the Church services are celebrated in Church 
Slavonic, but where the people do not understand the Russian language they are 
allowed to say and sing the congregational parts in their own, 1 saw a service 
of this kind at Mleti, where the priest read hjfe part in Church Russian, and the 
clerk and people responded in Georgian, The Georgian “ literary patriots,” howe ver, 
are endeavouring to counteract this Russifying process by keeping alive as much afi 
possible tSie study of Georgian literature anil history, and, although there is no love 
between them and the Armenians, who have enriched themselves by the ruin of tSie 
Georgian nobility, they are beginning to draw near them for common objects, I 
had meant to c;o and sec dm great Georgian Monastery at Kutais, hut it would 
have taken me too long, and I must reserve it for another occasion. I will write 
again from Kars, and remain, &tc* 

b (Signed) ARTHUR H. HARDINGR 

P,S,—I Kliould add t hat llassi Bey told me that though the 1st Regiment of 
the famous 19th Division (quartered m Cis-Cnupasia) had received its marching 
orders some time ago, its departure had been indelimitciy suspended. 

A. H. IL 


InclosuEO 2 in No. 76 + 

Mr. A. IJtifdmtjF to Sir R* Morier. 

Dear Sir Robert, Ka ™> $|P 25 = 

1 RESUME my * f notes de voyage ” from Etchmiady.in, where l slopped fora 
day and a-half at the great monastery. It is a curious old place, a monastery with 
a great school attached to it, which educates young Armenians e!itelly, but not 
exclusively, for the Church, a library full, I believe, of valuable manuscripts (Aris¬ 
totle, &c t , in Armenian), and a printing press. More than all this, it is the great 
centre of all the literary, religious, and to a certain extent, political, life oi the 
Armenians; and therefore, though its purposes are itbininally Religious, and its 
government strictly ecclesiastical, its whole character and sipirit are secular, it is, 
in fact, like Oxford in the last century-—a lay soul in an eccl&ia*Ucal body, Tiie 
conventual rules seemed extremely lax* It was Lent when I got there, and in 
hall, on the evening of my arrival, I partook ol a frugal dinner of herbs; but. on the 
followiJig day I went to lunch with otic of the monks in Iijk ecil a icn fairly coni'* 
for table little room — and a (i-'icittH-r yrux was duly served us, in which the other 
monks of the party joined with evident gusto, the Chancellor of the monastery, a 
venerable Church dignitary, who dropped in during the course of the meal, looking 
on with apparent approval. 

My entertainer was a verv enlightened young man, who had studied at lleidel- 
berg, and spoke French and'German perfectly, He had taken Orders, he said, 
“pour fake la femme,” but his occupation hi the monastery wan not a religious 
<me, "1 am the editor*” he said, “ of the newspaper 4 Ararat/ which is printed 
free of censorship at the monastic press, and is at once a monkish chronicle ^o t at 
least, I understock! him)—and an organ ol ArtiU’tiian aspiration*. 

He was a strong "Progressist” in his views, and enlarged, ae he puffed his 
chibouk, on the usefulness of the monastery as a rallying-puint for Armenian 

nationalism. ,. , _ 

tf Even those of us,” lie said, *' who arc avowed free-thinkers *as is, ol course, 
the case with many who have studied in Europe—defend and support Etch mind sin 
on this account i it is not merely n Church sanctuary, or even a quasi secular 
school, it is the head-quarters of our whole organisation/* 

The moat complete harmony certainty seemed to reign between die monks and 
[525] ■ ‘ V 
















the Euraixianiaed—Of rather G erm ft n Sited’—lay professor?* whose acquaintance I 

made at the school. . . ^ * 

There was a kind of speech day going nn there (it being- fonndcis day), to 
which I was taken by Bishop Ormanian, the Th^ol^lcal PrufesSur, a very culti¬ 
vated man. who had been a Roman Catholic in the days before the A al.jt an Council, 
arid had acted &s private secretary to Antonclli. The proceed mgs consisted of 
essays on the life of St. Gregory iff Armenia (the hero of the day) and other 
Armenian worthies, which were rend by the students (in gowns something like those 
of Winchester scholars), with interludes cl what l gathered to be Armenian national 
hyms. The school arrangements seemed very good, and clean. The hoys dine m 
the monastery hall and attend chapel—in gowns or surplices* according to their 
status—in the monastery church. A party of them were being taken over the 
library when I visited it, and being shown the maun scripts, in which they seemed to 
take great interest, fav one ol' their masters. Altogether, a far more Western spirit 
seemed to pervade the place than anything 1 had ever seen in the Orthodox monas¬ 
teries of Russia.. 

Only a minority of the monks seemed to understand Russian ; the lay teachers 
generally spoke it, and a Western language or two* French or German—but more 
often German- as well. The hoys are taught gratis, and those who do pot enter 
the Church, become, in most eases, schoolmasters, uod ultimately, if industrious and 
able, professors'iu higher schools, but there is nothing to prevent them trnm going 
into other careers. They appeared to be of all ages fVmn in to 1W or W* 

From Etchmiad^iu I rode across country to Arexandropoh i had meant to reach 
Kars bv a moresoutherly route by Kagi&mmi, where I heard that the Russians were 
building a new military read, but 1 was deterred by the bad state ut the coinmunica- 
tions. owmg to the floods of the AraJtcs, As it was, 1 he road^or rather track, to 
Alcxandropol was in a shocking coEditb^find the horse which 1 lured at EtemnindKiti 
proved so wretched a screw that l had to walk by his side most ol the way. the 
country we travl|scd was bare and thinly populated ; during the whole IJO miles ue 
only passed a few wretched Armenian and Tartar mud villages. At one of these, a 
Tartar hamlet, we passed the night, and early next morning crossed n high tunge 
of mountains—a western continuation of tiioirC I had crossed between 1 kdijati ami 
"Erivan, on which the snow still lay deep and the rain turned into an icy hail. At 
an Armenian village in these mm ml This where wq stopped for breakfast the people 
took me for a Russian Tchiuovmk. mid were loud in their com plaint^ and appeals, jn 
broken Russian, about the hardships of the new Military haw. '■ Is it true, Bn vine, 
riaid one, who appeared to he the principal speaker, kt that the ‘ Goaiidar, after 
I'tldn^ our sons away to be soldiers, is going to take our houses and fai ms limn ns 
and transplant us into Russia?” I assured them that all such talcs were inven¬ 
tions, that the t>.ar loved his Armenians,, and that. :is he protected their lives and 
properties, it was only reasonably that when lie (Tilled on them they should help him 
ill the defence of Ihc country, which wavs., after all, their own. All sorts oi stones 
had evidently been circulated of the intention nI llie Government to take the land 
null give it to the Molokans, and of the horrors of military service. In the villages, 
if one patted the children, anti said how welt and strong they looked, the people 
answered, half defiantly, 11 Ah, yes; they are all to he soldiers now." I hey 
seamed miserably poor. It was a great triumph if one could get a cup of milk 
anywhere. Their only fond appeared to be what they called c lovntehj a kind ol 
flabby, indigestible, bread-pancake, which one tore info long strips, and which was 
tough and without much taste* Their houses were merel y sheds tor their cattle aud 
horses, with a kind of raised pen in the irnddjc, separated from the beasts by a low 
paling* and having within a low platform again si the puling on each side, on which 
they slept at night and reposed in the daytime on mats and rugs. 1 here were u<> 
chairs or tables; one lay or sit on this kind of da'is or platform and ate one's food 
from a dish hy one's side. I found ten nearly every where, and in Mahonjumdati 
houses almost always Turkish coffee. The Tartars were far more hospitable than 
the Armenians, and gave one all they had without taking payment. . 

i only stayed one night at Alexnndropol, a dirty, dingy-looking town, made 
more 'doornv by a pouring leaden sky above, and a slough ol blacf; mud in all the 
streets, .Vt the little in.ii, whose bar seemed a sort of club lor the Tdbuovniks and 
officers of the place, 1 very nearly hot I n row with a drunken student, who, seeing 
I was a foreigner, assumed that i must be a Prussian or English spy, and hied to 
put me through an insolent interrogatory, ws&uHng nie aL Lhc s.:mie time, amidst 
the applause of some officers, who uud also hud t<ip much, that tie, .is a Kussian, 



nficd England and Austria and Germany, and the world. However, T kept my 
draper, and declined to take him seriously; so, like a true Russian, his drunkenness 
jon took the maudlin form, and be ended by violently shaking hands and swearing 
sat. 1 was “ a knight without fear or reproach/' and that he himself was another, 
was very glad he came to this conclusion, as at one moment i quite thought I was 
i for a nasty row. 

Before the late war Alexandropol was the frontier fortress of Russian Asia 
gainst the Turks. A little stream, a low versts mil of the town, marked this old 
rontier,, a more visible landmark being afforded, however, by an old Turkish tort, 
ow crumbling into ruins, on the summit of a solitary hill. The Russians since the 
onquest hlive made an excellent road, along which we posted, from Aiesfimdropol 
o Kars. It keeps for most of the way near the banks of (the Kars River/' but 
^easiDually leaves it to make short cuts across bleak-looking uplands; Tim whole 
if this country, since the Turks have left, has been settled by Russian heretics, 
dojok&ns and thick aborted I came upon the lust sect for L lie first time at Argina, 
he first village at which we changed horses after leaving AlexajVtlropol. Tim it 
*11 An, as they expounded it. to me. is extremely simple. They reject all Sacraments, 
iricsts, and sacred books, even the Bible; their worship consists in extempore 
i ray era to Christ ami to the Virgin Mary offered up by each member of the 
congregation in turn* Though they do not allow iniiiges, they revere all the Saints 
if the Orthodox Calendar, and have a fc&st, partly picnic, partly sacrifice, every 
month of June, in honour of the Prophet Elijah. Yet, oven among them the love 
if external marks and Symbols still survives. I asked whether thby differed from 
the Molokans in any other point beyond the rejection of the Bible, Ji Oh, yes/ 
ihey said, "there is another great difference; the Molokans grow their hair long, 
and wear their shirts os r er their trousers; wc cut our hair, and tuck in our shirts. 3 * 
s asked whether this had any symbolical significance, but they could only answer 
that it had always been so, and they appeared to know nothing f>| the origin of 
their sect, or uf any positive doctrine held by it. I suspect that, with no written 
standards, their beliefs fluctuate, and would be found to he different in every 
district, and that the invertebrate character of their creed, and their consequent 
freedom from fanaticism, makes them less objectionable in the eyes ol the adminis¬ 
tration tian the Molokans, They arc certainly less distrustful of the authorities* 

£ The Molokans/' they said, “are cunning people, but we arc Irauk and simple; wo 
tell every one about our religion, because we have nothing vve need hide/ 1 On the 
other hand, from all l could hear, the Molokan laith is often adopted as a disguise 
by the immoral and revolutionary sects, which are thus enabled to practise their 
rites unmolested iu Lhcsc remote and little-known districts. The Hue habere I saw 
all came from the Tambov Government, which would seem to be the cliiel nest ol 

heresy in the Empire. ... 

After passing three more large Molokai* 1 village®, distant each about 10 miles 
from the other, we came insight of Kars, and si splendid place it ecu a inly looked 
from a distance, on the top of a tremendous rock, washed on three sides by the 
Kars River* Inside, however, it is simply a filthy Turkish town, which the Russians 
have done little to improve, The Governor, General Korniteh, was away, and 1 
accordingly called to-day on his second in command, General Pitiuider, u Finn, 
and, I am told, a very douce man, to ash permission to visit the fortress. " t am 
afraid/ 5 said the Genera), * that we can’t -let you du that. We arc building a lot ol 
new forts and oilier works there, which it is impossible to show to a foreigner* 
*« Well/' I said, tf I am not a military man, and you might show me all your torts 
and I should be none the wiser j but, of course, it is quite natural that, you should 
not wish to betray your secrete. Would you, however, allow me, without going 
to the new forts, just to drive round the old fortress to see ii asja matter of historical 
interest ? Being an Englishman, and having it-nd about Williams defence, yon 
will understand my wish to see the place without reference to its modern, military 
importance/* The General thought lor a moment. “Gli, he said, 1 think I can 
du that., 1 will write you an order; at least, stop a minute, and he rung pnd^ ^eni 
for his Secretary, a somewhat truculent-looking Colonel. "Colonel, he said, *' this 
English gentleman, wlio is recommended to us by Prince DomlmiknEI, wishes te 
have a general view uf the did fortress, the historic part, you know, nut, ol cuni^e. 
the new works. Don’t you think wc might semi some one round with him? Nn 
Colonel's answer came sharp and short, " Without a special per mu imu 
St. Petersburg!i—out of the question." The poor old General looked snubbed, ant 
tried politely to console me by saving that l might drive round the walls of ttu 
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accordingly did tins uttcrnoim. 1 /, 0 «. s into Turkey, and us their 
round ail Armenian horse-dealer who is ^ine ^ ^ ^ wiU to ride one 

export is forbidden by the J*"*"*"^ • ^fUe Turkish Consol, Danil Hey, ol 

and take it acioss the frontier a* h ■ ■ Chancellor is also going home on 

whom I have been seeing n. good deal, ^«|*^ iln( i not bo loft entirely to 
leave,fu I shall have his company as iar as i.r^rmm. 

‘ hc “"‘ ,er ,nCTd “ rf Ar ’ ncma “- jielicve me, &e. . 

(Signed) ARTHUR IT. HARDING*.- 


luclosurc 3 ia No, 76* 

_\f r , A. listingt ^ Sir R- Morkr. 

Trebizondt May fl, 3.888, 

B«ir Sir Robert* , , t he stumer to Constantin op! e, 

l HAVE ju si a m vc c l lie re too 1 ate • to t a t* l ^ p _ : ou rn0 y | ro m 

and shall Imve to wait till Vr cdneathiy nr “■ atl |d ea J wl|L Orientals can 

Kars to Kocroum has given me, ^ ,lie T s £ ou ul be thbught hopeless, 

be, and ! am no httgtr^ surpmed thatthAamc time as 
A, I told yon in mv l^t letter SX ChabcoHer oi the Turkish 

this). I had made arrangements to travel w 1 1Ijl M ^ w(j wcr0 to g^t at 
Consulate and a party of T urkish merclmuts t ^ C0V ^ T as much ground us 
* o'clock in the moromg, and start at oni^ ,; li * tllc chanedier, a very mce 
possible. At S accordingly I w ** ^J h p W J already booted and spurred 

man, an Armenian, who spoke yet y fun F ’ including a very smart swn$J, 

for the journey; he had put on In. Consullarun fom;on Ids 

presumably to be ready for any nlnjr 0 f the journey, the sword 

tumbling over Ids horsed h^d iho ^ul iMgnowhere to be seen ; 
snapped in two). The rest of the but in vain ; so at last l 

hours passed, messenger were sent m di leie a t about VI we got ofY, 

insisted that we should start without wadit^ ossibility of reaching Sari Kamish, 
having lost the early mprmng, and with it I J a i„ nf? * good broad road, 

tboci»J of the first day's journey, before night c „ ^ bounded pretty 

running parallel with the Kars i wer, ihv*JgJ two hi !" arrived at a' large 
well on all sides hy snow-covoted oils : d u a ^ TurkilSh one, which 

Molokau village called Vlad.kars, built on * . \-ffl«es inhabited by Russian 

the Turks abandoned after the war, Lto Uoad and muddy street, 

heretics in this country, it consisted * 1, , { n | f t, WW Y up it the little Motokan 

with wooden « izbas ’* on each «iife and . hm, Hal{ u [ he building there was 
meeting-house, which M ^ long straw-colon red 

a kript of peasants talking toguhki " , £ 0 od opportunity of hearing 

hair and sWp-skms—and, t,uEihmg - ina rte theta show me their 

something about their sects ami rnstuuu. I n ^ i uive been the Little Betlml 
church. Inside it was per cctly plain, am ■ b(V > rUc ^ . in[i at L ho end a table 

or Sulein of »n Oilier* in U«U»« and Church Slavonic. The 

with a number o! Bibk^ .oul l-.d- ■ w it bout any of the hesitation which 

Mnlokans were very emnmuijicaiiyO' am m [> 1 f HtSst i„ lls about their system and 

one notices among the Old BcIkwus i I belonged to that category— 

prueticea. The non-Judumng om^—and ^ & veiecting all ecclesiastical 

itiT evidently very like some ol our own e> ^ t ^ v take, inclusive of the 

ordinances not Explicitly numtioued i 4 . ^plaining those prescribed in it, 

Apocrypha, as their om rule ot Utc ' ^ bil^Sud in my account of 

in a spiritual and figurative sense, II. > make a statement oi injr own 

ihe English Chmvh arid b ^ible agree% with them in regarding the 

views on these subjects* \ sail Jim 1 , y t wliand their position respecting 

worship of linages as unsenpt nrak I t '/uk ^ h - g wQ had a discussion, 

the Sacraments, and especially Uvlinti , < their chief stress 

ulik-li I'liablcd me HI iivrra an <i|iMlH>9 1,1 1 . f . , (_; ()s , le i ns indicated 

on the ditliatmca la-la«» tllc lim-UKnt ,,T Joh» m that, vit „ Um 

by the (cxi. “John i-alm ^'V hAr I ne.v iirth, someth in | 

< h.iy <ii-M," b V .«inch ‘ -y;”;««* ,hc m«m™» n«#y 

Jike the “ eon version uj I'aiiWJpiicihimii. 
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(nl whost! origin its own votaries know nothing) must have originally spread from 
the German Pictisis and Ilerrnhiiter settled by Catherine II along ihe Lower Volga, 
probably finding receptive ground among the extreme priest!ass sects of the old 
Ritual, though 1 must fifty I found no trace among the Molokans of millennial or 
apocalyptic notions, 

Wc made great friends j they were evidently much interested at finding a 
H< Barine ** who could confute them out of the Scripture (as I, of course, had no 
difficulty in doing), Unowlete of the sacred text being with them one of the 
urealest titles to inspect, and they begged me to stay the night at their village, and 
meet their principal men for discussion. I was very much struck with their 
knowledge of the Bible, and evident interest in it. It accrued strange to hear pure- 
blooded moujiks debating <piile Like Scotch ot English Nonconformists* They all 
came From Tambov originally, but they had been first settled at gltaa^tpu], and 
only moved to their present homes after the war. They have not, however, been a 
great success as colonists, anti the country has, from an agricultural point of view, 
gone back since the departure nf the Turkish peasants. The latter were extremely 
nflustriouft, whereas the Molokans, accustomed to live miserably at home, arc quite 
content if Lhev can get enough nut of the land to scrape along with, and do nos (so 
[ om told) make the most they can of it. Under Turkish rule the revenue of the 
Province of Kars covered its expenditure; tins is im longer the case, though t of 
course, it must bo said on the other side that the Russians are spending money 
on public works which the Turks never thought of, and that their elaborate 
bureaucracy is naturally dearer than the more primitive organisation of a Turkish 

province. . . 

Ten verfis beyond Ykulikurs we stopped for dinner at an Armenian village 
t ailed Bela Achmcr.' All the peasunU could produce was a kind of mess of fried 
eggs and butter, which we had lo eat with our fingers out of a dish on the ground. 
Just as wc were sitting down to it wc heard that the rest of our caravan had 
arrived, having started at about 10, with a complete disregard for their appoint- 
ment. 

The party consisted of it Kars Turkish merchant, llalil Isey by name, a 
man of about 50; a friend of his, Hadji M chained EfTendi, a good deal younger; 
ami a Kurd named Ala lick. In addition to these there was my Armenian horse- 
i I Cider, and two or three low^cluss Turks, who took advantage ot our caravan, but 
whom the gentlemen of the party, he., llalil Bey, the Chancellor, inysoU,kept at 
a distance. And now began a long palaver, the first of many of the same kind. 
It appeared that Halit Bey, whom 1 soon found out In he the bull ol Ida In ends, had 
tumbled into a river on the road, and was in a stab of such moisture mid agitation 
that he wished a halt made for the night nt Bela Aclimet, our present stopping- 
place. As it was J in the afternoon, 1 vehemently protested, and declared I would 
go on alone; the Chancelier supported me, and the other Turks retired rather 
sulk'dv. As soon, therefore, as we had finished dinner wo started lor Kara Hamza, 
the next village, about Lfi versts nlf, still traversing the same kind o! country, and 
passing about l ml I-wav n large Molokan village named Woromtolf. Judge ot our 
surprise and disgust when, on arriving, we learnt that llalil Bey and company had 
started while wu were siiil dining, had got to Kara ll[iEuv.a just before ns, and 
secured the best quarters for them selves. 1 ftfterw'ardu found out that wc had the 
whip build over them, as limy trusted to our official characters to pass the frontier 
without trouble, and would have endured anything rather than lose us. Wc 
stopped at the house of a Turkish peasant, Kara llutrna being a mixed settlement 
of Molokans and of Turns who limn pverty and apathy had elected to stay in 
Russia. Our host, a my decern- sort of fellow, with a large family of sons (the 
female pari of the establish mm it was, of course, invhd bio), complained bitterly of 

tho Russian authorities. .. * . 

He said that his co-rdlgimlists were constantly being bulbed and robbed by 
i he Molokans, who on crunched upon their farms, shitted all (he ocul burdens on to 
their shoulders, anil got all the best bits of land for thenisdvea; mid thatj ns the 
poor Turks were regarded ns " aliens/' and, moreover, knew scarcely any Russian, 
the « Natehnlnik,” a Georgian, would give them no redress, and always decided in 
ravoui' of the Molokans* Their lot was so hard that they wished to cross the 
frontier into Turkey, and had almost got permission to do so, but at the last 
moment Prince Dondoukolfhud stopi>cc3 it. lie was very civil to me on being told 
l was au Englishman, but said sadly that, during the last war, they had always 
teen expecting English help, which mwer came. Next morning at about 6 we were 
[5tiEH ^ X 














which he whs inordinately proud, .anil I 
found that the one means of hurrying him. on was to work on his vanity in this 
animal by telling him that we should arrive ill hrxcroum he fore him, and explain 
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that Halit Bey had been left behind because lus lioree was too old and nlnmtn 
keen pace with ns. Whenever this possibility was suggested he gave the beast an 
angry cot with lus whip and galloped cm a little ^stance hNpjJ* I J«W|jJ 
was "a fairlv pleasant sort of man, and tonic grant deUght m eha|i.ig Hafil Bey, who 
he said was one of the biggest liars and fools in creation, lie described, with much 
-'■unto, his tumbling into the river, and how ho lay in the water with one font m tin' 
stirrup, calling Ids friends sons of Bitches and all sorts ol opprobrious names been use 
they did not wide ill and pull him out. The Kurd, Ala lick, was a rough, good- 
natural fellow, and as lie had a fair stock ol Russian, I talked a good dca will, 
him, but he was too ignorant to be really interesting. It took us four hours u. get 
frani Kara Ibunmi to'Sari Kamish. travelling slowly so as lint to lire our liaises as 
we had a very rough road before ns in the afternoon, file country after leaving 
Kara HamMt'bccame hilhvuul as we approached the mountains, very cold and more 
Russian than Turkish in appearance, q.mnlto ol b ack-looking inne-woo. s on a" 
sides, and ice and snow in all the crevices of the rocks, bar. ka.vnsh itsell be on 
the slope«f the mountain range, a big, dirtydooking Russian village, with*.third- 
mto ■■ Trait tir.” and lots <>i Russian soldiers about. A rcgimoot of thodilili Division 
is quartered there, their barracks being tlm only decent building m the place. 
After breakfast and a good deal of unnecessary discussion caused by an attempt of 
Halil Itcy’s to make us stay till next in.iruiilg at rati Kgmish, 11 so as to Iw quite 
fresli before crossing Hits niouatains, and arrive at (lie irOntter beloru sunset, we 

started once more, this lime along a shocking bad track 

At Sari Kamish Lhc Russian post-road from lithsends. Before the annexation 
,1 stopped at Alexandra,>ol. blit during the ten year* which have elapsed since then 
it lots been extended to Sari Kamish, and ihe Hussains are now ra.npletmg it up to 
their new frontier. They have been making at the same time two military roads 
parallel to it. one to ihe north from Alexnndropol to Old, and another to the south 
front Ktehnna.lr.in via tgdir and the A raxes Valley U. Kegisman. 1 his latter one 
is being pushed on with great energy, and 1 was told that the annual manoeuvre^ 
of the 39th Division near lgdir were to be given up Lins summer so as to enable the 
1 roods to work at it uninterrupted. 

The bit between .Sari [tarnish and tbu fruitier is at present very bad, and was 
made worse bv the masses of .nulling snow The d stance is only 38 versts (or 
Pi miles), hut we took ifearlv seven hours to do it. The road tor path) winds up a 
succession of pretty steep hills, and (litre is a most break-neck descent from he 
lilHiest point to ft fittia Armenian hamlet called I landaru, at %% Inch si lew < ni»saiU 
frontier guards are stationed. Here the track divides, or seems to do so, one 
I,ranch -oing to the right in a north-west, mid the other to the left in a south-west 
direction. The former has the appearance of being the man road, and the 
Chancclier, who had been this way before, thought it was. but Halil Hey insisted 
that Lliii was not so, and his assumed superior knowledge* sup pot ted by tint stele- 
menl of a villager, prevailed. Before we had gone lar, however, it was clear that 
he was wrong, The path (if one can call it so) ran alongside a little mountain 
stream, through a gradually narrowing valley, and after a liom bceatne a mere 
track for goats, up and down steep, rocky banks, which obliged us to gel oil and 
lead our horses. The unfortunate Chancclier, who was not used to this sort of 
tiling, and whose smart uniform was being lorn by brambles and splashed as * 
floundered Ihrougli muddy called down curses on the head of Bald bey; the 

Other Turks sweated, groaned, and swore. A together our pr little caravan 
presented the moat wofol iippeavauee. At last the valley ended, and wl mint.out 
.lead beat and covered with mud on to the rood wind, we cuglit to have taken rum 
the first. Wo were nearly two hours' ride from the Immure. the sun was sinking 
and the grave question was, would the Hussion dlitposis let us cross that night; 
The Chiuicelicr’s blood was up. “ We’vc got our ofhcial papers, he s nd, we l 
gallop nil nnd bully the Cos&eliS hit,, letting us across. As lor Halil and the 
others, we’ll let them stick here; they’ll he llayedohro by the Cossacks and servo 
thein right." OIT we galloped aeeonbngly, followed at a respectable dutouic by 
the Turks, llalil spurring on his exhausted grey, am! arrived just as the sun was 
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setting itt Kara. Urgan, the Inst village Oh Russian territory. At the Custom¬ 
house, the chid' building in the place, we were stopiwfl and told we could not go 
further as it was past sunset. We produced our pass ports, tel ked big about our 
official character, I brandishing- Domlnukoffs letter, and at last succeeded in 
getting permission to go on. Just at this moment our Turkish fellow-travellers 
came up. But in their case, the officials flatly refused. It was touching; to sec 
the. despair of Halil Bey when we ex plained that we should have to abandon him. 
The idea of being left helpless among devouring “ TchiupvrLikft ,' 1 of having to pass 
the ordeal of the frontier without our official support, seemed dreadful in him. 
Unable to argue in Russian, he anticipated that the validity of Ids passport would 
be questioned m order to wring money from him, and his bales of merchandise 
confiscated, unci ha begged that we would not desert him. Angry as we were with 
him, sve could not. help feeling sorry lor him, and even the Russian Tehinovnlk, el 
very nice, civil fellow, was melted, arid said, fl Well, well, he and his friends may go 
oyer as your suite.” Our passports were alt duly countersigned, and I thought all 
our sorrows were at an eind. Alas ! 1 had forgotten " Dual Russia,” Having 
squared the civil, we had to deal with the military power. About a quarter of a 
mile beyond Kara UYgan a little brook divides the t zar's Empire from the Sultan’s. 
On one hank stands a stone tbrt manned by Cossacks; on the other a sublime 
sentry box in a state of advanced dilapidation, and characteristically enough, 
without a sentry to guard it. In front of the fort ei wooden bar, [minted black, 
white, and red. crosses the road, and on its roof puces a Cossack, with a loaded 
rifle, and orders to shoot any one attempting to pass the brook without leave. 

This warrior immediately challenged us, and we pulled up. Then there was the 
*;iuie old story over again j no one could cross after sunset, the Cossack officer eared 
nothing about nur pass from the Customs, lie took his orders horn his military 
superiors and no one else., On our side we urged our .official character and urge til. 
business, Don douk tiff’s letter people of our sort not to be trifled with, and the rest, 
Our Armenian Chancclier was most eloquent, lie would telegraph lo his Government, 
and remain, if need be, for a week for their reply and further orders. ^ He solemnly 
cast upon the officer the entire responsibility of the grave results which might tallow 
our detention. As for Halil Bey aiul the rest, who kept respectfully behind us, they 
were, he said, our escort, lie declined to move without them, people of out rank could 
not bo asked to Lravd without attendants, The officer began to be visibly impressed, 
and, after about half-an-hour’s uncertainty, while a sergeant was being sent to Kara 
Organ to confer with the authorities there, he gave in. Up went the bar, we dashed 
into the brook, and, amidst many pious ejaculations from Halil Boy and his friends, 
landed safe on the Turkish side, 

I very saoa realized that we had reached the Sultan^ territory- It was by now 
neariv night, and we had a mile to ride to Zivin, ihe frontier Turkish village. To 
my surprise all our Turks, who had dawdled the whole day, began to ling and spur 
their horses, and to shout to me to be quick, to gallop, not to mind the beasts beicig 
lagged. I said my horse was tired and the track Full of stones and pitfalls. 

*■ Don’t talk nonsense/ 1 they said, ” ride fast, we arc not now in Russia, Brigands! 
brigands! the country is full of them j if is dangerous to be out al ter dark. Before 
we get to Zivin we may be stoppftl t we in ay bo plundered, we may be killed." 

I pointed that in this case it would have been well to have hurried up rather earlier 
in the day. The only answer was, “Quick 1 , Quick 1 . Brigands l 1 ’ At last we got to 
Zivin* a T little Turkish village under high crags, with a Custom-house at its 
entrance, at which the Chief ol the Customs* a staid old i uric, and his assistant, 
a very civil, amiable man—Nasim Effendi was his name—received ns with great 
politeness, The Customs office was turned into a bed-room for us, and nothing 
could be move friendly or hospitable than our hosts j but I was very glad, especially 
as 1 could not enjoy their conversation, when, after apparently interminable rounds 
of coffee and pipes, they at Length allowed us to go to sleep. Next morning, 
however, they fairly tried my temper. I wanted to start early, so as to reach 
flticroum that night, or at least get as near it as possible. To my horror l found 
i hat a long Customs examination, which was to have taken place die night before, and 
had simply been postponed from Turkish lax mean, had to be gdiie through, and never 
did [ sec anything done so exhaustively nr with auch exasperating deliberateness. 
Kirst of ad the bones had to be valued, as an import duty is imposed on them 
calculated on the price they are likely to I tch, and a long discussion look place 
with each owner on the subject. For the first time Halil Bey was heard to 
depreciate his old grey, and on tliis point the Customs officers seemed to find 
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110 difficulty ... oRnwing him. The* »U ** J£ 

ant] cadi article taken out l1 'M lfU * 1 ^ ' Ll . ^ sl jJ t , ■«Impossible/* said the 
all had W:, repafctl, I pw°*d i£ h «m «r hoMor." la 

Chanced cv, * the Customs 'dicers . J? nltoKy to Erv.eroura. Nasim Effenth 

vain l tilled that \§ oughtto ton ; ' ,> an d we had to stay for it 

protested that the prupara mus_ a 1 > jf vcl - y great length j first soup, 

with tho best grace we could, 1 he I n ^ ^ sort bfswgfet 

then pilaff, then a Kind of tnArom oulmiramt.” Far raft 

“as *n? 

at iu ckw ' v:it0 ''- 

or even !i;i»sa» Kiilcli, the iumii.sI u, " n .. ) 1 ’ Kiiprikcoi, about SO miles oil. 

stop for the night at an Am,muon X/ei /v on™It,vMuff, hat with 

Oar ,-oatl lay across fc.ru I"j™.M /^ants were ploughing with 
stretches of arable here and thoM wlnodl 1 [.^f-priats. XTc pJU * 

buffaloes or oven, II was a mere ll “’‘ . ( t ' c(l ;j e( i Ardost. Kuprikeoi, 

single village, a wretched ruinous k«»l o1 She nalv deeenV place 

where we stayed for tig M^HggL Uff tf,™ hi.r*' ride from 

on the whole road was the l.ttlu lo»» J'S,^ 0U1 -track joined the 
Kminkeoi, "tneli wo leai.lm '“'A „ a- fontier,and for the rest of lhe way 

sat* 'Ez&srss *£> SS4-*■» -— 


going. , . . ribn^iiFs a former Student Interpreter 

| put up at Evm-nuni at oui Act g -. ', _ J [c drives. The only other 

named Wratislaw, who is in charge u .■ Recently dl^l and the Italian 

political Consul in the place (the I'VcncW.#;and a military General 
being a native ciiennstl is tlio Ku»« „'' onn" es in lvrzeroiml. 1 met him on the 
too, and one of the most ivnpi ■ i . Consulate to play “ preference,’ - ' the 

night or my arrival, when he cune to ou l^nWtajr^T ^ ^ g0I)d ^ of 

one Civilised w'asatiou d’eic inlvi?tler . “lie is sure to suspect 

humour, and,, Rom all 1 M'-u, <_ ./* ...:n brains to guess it, so d yon 

vou of a 1 mission/ ” said \\ ratidaw, ; ivstorious n aec<mtingly I was, but not 

want to tease him be very mystenouv .1 llc -nvn me a capital dinner. 

loo much so, and we soon liet.nm 1 . Cossack on tile box anil mounted 

and then took me for a nw >» 1 "// /i //l to have a aalatary moral 

StrtiTc^r-i *» for the -.MoskovV 


POWef. . ; ,b* Ciovernor-ticneral. Musa Mnsha, so this 

\i ratislaw insistc 1 >n a st m 'fc VVc wa m|red about some lime, saw 

looming ! was duly led by him to ; , 1 (r | , CIlt mBC h of our time in 

a Turkish service going on m a ta. mH. at » • ■ , French-speaking 

a hot lit-lle office Iwltmgiug to the V^sSMtUbuT. a^-W» f 1,is'master. 

Armenian, With a deep hatred, m.xtsi wd U■ « ^'d. r / q „ i(m . VOO m, His 
After waiting ten minutes ^lie was Shakir’s Into. - at the 
tixcellency is a very old man and a ‘ . :p s (i.niornalie abilities, lie 

^dihu-y College, and a ^latErof^•■« foreign iU1 Alstom moralist 

is ii very strict Mahonnncc am .a ^ '* 1 : - tll( Jadice of which arc said to be 

lint nut. it appears, a proplwl m ,lh f ‘ t |, e j r ' favours Oil the first good-looking 
very bee and easy, n, j^ ’*£ J,/, / | think, utterly useless. We had a 

Jloslcm who applies, lobtaidy, ■. W ratis!aw translated to me were 

long talk on the situation, at d tla. W«i« »« ^ f , 1ta , !lwfly from Turkey, so 

certainly most senile. As llulgana -"i ■ ■ vl| Kmpircs tended to this 

would Saxony and Wnrtcmbcrg bom be||n} ; it . Thcn came a 

sort of decomposition, the examples 1 l aometliing to do with IJismarck, 

metaphor about the shield j£Sd jffi quite make out; 1 

blit whether Uiamarck was -'vhdlts • lalkiiiSE to him was the complete 

rather think he was both. “ ™| a./eEastern ones, such di«Ut 

« 1 mson so entirely dilfcrantly from us that it is 

difficult to rcadi any really common ground. 



The Vali, Trora what 1 hear, m very greatly under Gene rid Dennit 3 s influence, 
and there seems reason for suspecting that his oppression of the Armenians is the 
result of the Generali advice, The Turks have the wildest, most foolish ideas 
about the supposed Armenian revolutionary movement, which they ascribe to 
English designs for.converting 1 Armenia into an autonomous “buffer*' State—the 
" Asiatic Bulgaria/ 1 in fEict s of mv TiSlis friends. The sympathies proclaimed bv 
Bry ce, atul the activity of Protestant Missions, whose converts learn our language, 
trail themselves "Injglisi/ and Injltevc thenisclvea entitled to English Consular 
protection, have done much to confirm these ideas, of which the Russ inn k have 
taken advantage, it being naturally to their interest that the Turks should harry 
the Armeniaris, and that their own Armenian subjects should see that. In spite of 
the conscription, and the war against their language, they Eire better (iff than their 
brethren across the border. Vet the Turks are such fools that they won’t see 
(1) that the wretched Armenians, without weapons, or fight of any sort in them, 
are not a revolutionary danger, and (2) that the Porte is simply playing into the 
bands of its enemies, The Vali, when he is asked why he keeps in prison, without 
trial, men guilty only of reading ancient histories of Armenia, or possessing maps 
of the old Armenian Kingdom, replies, in jargon learnt from General Drain it, that 
the prisoners are ^Nihilists/* and that a Er strong Government’’ is needed “to 
stamp out the spirit of discontent.” On his side General Derm it sings hla 
Excellency 1 ^ praises, and swears he is the best Yali that, over lived. 

Early qn Tuesday i left Erfc&ronra for Trebizonch W rat is law Is ad procured for 
me a horse and muleteer, and had urged me to take a ■"zmptieh 11 or Turkish 
gendarme. He was anxious that l should keep the same one the whole way, hut 
this the authorities would not agree to, as the zaptieha arc not allowed to go 
beyond their own districts, and I was told that I must take ei new one at each 
stage, Ou the morning of my departure, however, the aaptieh who was to go Lite 
first stage with me announced, in a cheerful tone, that if l liked he would go to 
Trobkond with me, t told him. of the Govemor^Gener&l h s prohibition, and that of 
lhe Alai Beg. "3 laugh at them both/ 1 he replied, with an agreeable smile; “1 
will go with you to Trebtzond.” “ But/ 1 said I, “ won't you get into trouble lor 
going, against express orders, beyond your districtf* 1 “Ob, no,” he said, “when 
you reach Trebizoral, if you are pleased with me, you will give me a paper for the 
Alai Beg, stating that when wo got to the end of the first stjigc I wished to leave 
you, but that you forced me, by the threat of blows, to disobey my orders and 
come on,” I suggested that this device might not impose on the Alai Beg, and 
besides that, die excuse of being forced by threats of blows from an unarmed 
traveller into a breach of discipline was, for a police officer, ei disgraceful one; but 
the zaptieh assured me that it was the usual course, and as \\ ratlslaw seemed to 
approve, E consented to be a party to the fie Lion. I had no reason to regret it; my 
KEiptieh, who was a superior sort of gendarme, being an "Ombashi/ 1 or Captain ol 
top—what Freeman would call a “ tythingeman 11 —proved most useful as a servant. 
Besides which, he knew a few words of Russian, so that I did not feei absolutely 
helpless, Wc did the journey in four anil la-half clays, sleeping ni solitary khans 
the two last nights, and ail a Turkish village and little town, known respectively jib 
A sbkaleh and Bftiburt, the two first. The road i* a pretty good one, but in a 
shocking state of repair; here and there it (tad been washed away by moon tain 
strcatuB, and on the Kop, a high snow-covered range, which we crossed the second 
day, its condition was simply disgraceful, owing chiefly to heavy avalanches in the 
winter, one of which had destroyed an ejttirc caravan o! camels, whose rotting 
remains still lay ou our path, and made our horses shy, I believe Lite road was 


















82 


kIi. Courts, afttl have .von them- Cmild such a fin* happen m ymir country t 
\VV1I if so, it is a grand thing/ 1 It was the old story—the relatively good rule of 
the Russians as compared with that, d' purely- fitttern governments, and the 
gratitude of these rack a|1 adiiinitration which protected property and dealt 

which M .bonld thi^ atypi^vaa^ 
town. There is a Consular Body, whose mem hers all quarrel 

and a few mongrel European employes. borne of tbem —notaldj Hie Ruifcian 
Consul and his wife—have been very kind to me; but 1 shall not he son) b lea 
for Constantinople. I will write again from there, amlj™«un, &c. 


rsi; 


rnedl ’ ARTHUR lb IURDINGE. 


No. 77, 

Sir rr. White to the Marquis of 8(ilisbtiry.^-{RweiMd Avgust 27-) 

Mv ^ Thtrapia, August 17, 1888- 

WITH relevance to previous eon'e-spoudmivc on the subject of (he alleged per&ecu- 
tii)a of Armenian Erotestoute, I have the tumour to forward herewith, io vour Ijowto 
a wpy oi a Memorandum which Mr- WraLrtaw, lata Acting Consul at Lmnourn,has 
dr^wii up at my request, of the a\st>& which came under his notiqe dmfrng Ins, residence 

at Erzoroum. x havC( & c . 

(Signed) W. A. "WHITE* 


Inqlosure in No- 77, 


WITH regard to the alleged persecutions of PiBfeatant A/men tails in the districts 

of Van, DbrtM«r, andWrpool, I bog to slate ll.at. «. lar astlie Ihire 

last-named vilav'ete are concerned, nothing of the nature of "pui'smititjii came to 
l.isMunu.a \u*y < .■. fw ida to for Kurdistan 


my 
Kurdistan 
up to the 
in future, 



niirl iWfl/ applied Lo LLie 1 UrKS, oesjuus :m irnioum ■ « ' jV,,M . .T p TaA ,rin 

rise and throw oil the Turkish yoke, for which purple SikLmum considered h , ( > ^ 
(l .j i s t 0 [ x > necessary . The Fmeureur-G6u$$Ll further inlomuid me that btiupat 
Cl eo^ted to writing his ri.ws ,m the desirahiuty of hwign -and mum 
uaHicuhnlv Urilisli—intervention, lull lei’ llu truth of this I am unahle to vouch. 

Simp ill died i 1 i prism i of i y p 1i uid fever on t ho 2 ot h J ul y> u day oj -in«> h ■ tore' 1 L > 
departure but it wu' nut suggested by his friends that his death was caused 
arceleictti’d by ill-beatmold or'neglect, lie was not himself ft l rotoutaut* thou-i 
lmmEbfc up at a Protestant: school. Siklimum is still in prison. 

Two Protestant doctors of Klmrpool, fell'm-travellers with Siinmtj were arrested 
■il oust with him at Ereiiymn, but were sum, after allowed to continue their j$umc.v. Ah 
Z *bid. had Miuh fallen on the frototot school scjwera o 

Agates of Ennnwm and ■NoM. but 


nothing of a suspicious nature being found on them, wore not detained mure than a few 
minutes. 

At the beginning of May three other Protestants were arrested at Erzinjiam 
Their release within twenty-four hours was much commented on by the Gregorian 
inhabitants, and attributed by them to special favouritism and foreign, i.c., British, 
protection, It certainly contrasted strongly with the invariably longer detention of 
equally innocent Gregor!ans. 

lastly, three Protestants were ^treated at Khaipoot, and released on bail after forty 
days' imprisonment Our Agent being at Diarbekir at tlie lime, I eoukl procure no 
details on the subject of their arrest, 

The above are the only instances which came to my knowledge of interference 
with Protestants by the Turkish authorities. Of tc persecutions. 1,1 I have heard nothing. 
Of what occurred m the Yilayet of Yan 1 have no information, 

(Signed) A. 0. WRATISLA’W. 

August 10, 1868- 


No. 78. 

Sir IT. White to the Marquis of Salisbury j—^R eceived August £7.) 

My Lord, Therapia t August IS, 1888. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 30? of Urn 7th instant, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that I have received telegraphic replies to the inquiries which 
I addressed to Her Majesty’s Consul at Eracroum.and Her Majesty's Vice-Consul at 
Van relative to the alleged intention of the Ottoman Government to settle Circassian 
immigrants amongst the Christian population in the neighbourhood of the latter 
town* 

Colonel Chcnnside informs me that the local authorities at Erveremii are ignorant 
of the intention of the Porte to grant lands to Mahommedana from Russia, and that 
both they and the "Russian Consul-General are unaware of any considerable Circassian 
i inmignitioiu 

Mr. llus&ell reports that there are rumours current at Van that Circassians are to 
he settled in the vilayet, but in what part of it he lias not boon able to ascertain. He 
adds that thirty-five Circassians have recently been enrolled in the gendarmerie. 

I have instructed Colonel Clmranride as well a$ Mr. Russel I to report to mo 
hy despatch on this subject, and I shall not fait to bang to your Lordship^ knowledge 
any further information I may obtain from either of them or from any other reliable 
source. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W, A- WHTE& 


No, 70. 

Sir IT. White, la the Marquis of Salisbury*—{Receh'td September 3.) 

(No. «34.) 

My Lord, Thorupia 3 August 28 ± 18B8. 

Wri'El reference to my despatch No- 324 of the 3 8th instont, I have the honour 
to inclose to your Lordship copy oi' a despatch from Colonel Cliermsido relative to tho 
proposed sottlcmcni in A am Minor of Modern immigrants. 

Although Colonel Cliermside lias no knowledge of tho proposal which gave rise to 
this correspondence, Ids despatch contains acme interesting information respecting tho 
emigration of Mhboinmedans from liusstan Icmtonv, v movement which ha* been in 
progress for some years post 

I have, &o, 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE. 
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I nclosure in No. 79. 

Cohnef Chermtide to Sir JR White. 

g, Briscrvumj iuju^ XL 188*#* 

T if AVE the hijaiotift in compliante'e with your Excellency's telegraphic tost ruc¬ 
tions of the I2t.lt August, to forward the following. L am unaware of the grounds ot 
the rumour na to proposed settlement of Ciradians among the Armenian population 

^ il AttiietSme of the first gfoat emisntttiou from the Caucus (some twenty-three 
veaT6 U rr 0 ) Circassians, Lesglnanw, and others were settled near Kni'S in Aliili girth -ft 
SirW., in Rnhuvik Ca*a f at Akhlut MM T<*arbiilmr ta 
(Ermtnun Vilayet), and other places in these parte, famflk m other dist-mi Mik- 

TTlLnt A Convention was subsequently entered into by Russia and 1 nvki-y {Wit no 
Chians should be mlablwUcd in Asia Minor east of S.^s, ami, in aeconlanee with 
tins the -rent Circassian Settlement of Amtell, to the south of Sivw, was institiihd. 

3 The Russian Agent at Erzcroum has presumably watched over the observance of 

I hose conditions, so' 1hf>t, although here and there a tew families may possibly hoye 
joined the old Sottkmettts, thdSce has been nothing on a large snde* and no new out. 

hflU1 Steme tone after the bat war the Russian (fvernmept notified a three years' term 

I I min a; which Inhabitants of the ceded districts must decide whether to accept 
nationally or emigrate. This term subsequently received m extension of six uionths , 

Sl X 8teel/tho M Ko^/fulish war, both durlqg and prior to this term, a bi^e 
number uf other Modems (non-Circassian) from Die ceded districts have emigrated mto 
been settled in various parte of Asia Minor. A considerable portion of these were 

^tinee^e^i^tiorLof tbbfo^' forbptmg aa to nationality considerable uumhei» 
of Moslems, Russian subjects, Caucasia ns and others, apply for and mccitc luivc to 
emigiah- s they usually embark at IMotim, and very few come across the land 

^° nt Tho causes for this emigration are various: ordinary Moslems are usually glad 
enough, if a favourable occasion arises for disposing of their lauds, Eo emigrate o 

1 Ur ^The Circassians, though more clannish, are by tu> vntmvtt- <§ptent with Russian 
tide, and thev alto f ini gate, usually in larger bodies; thelliissi™, I nm assured on 
rTfl 0 d author i tv. place ut» obstacle in their way, and arc glad to get rid ot theun 
” By recent enactments (up to November tllc popujfttmn <>i the Caucusua 

the frontier district ate liable to military service or a U\\ m hem 
All the Christians luw<> to I'mnish eonscrfgto 1 lh« Moslems, with tins exception of 
certain Circassian tribes, do not « Ifot pf a tax very similar m amount to that 

paid by the Christians in Turkey- . , r + 1 .* +., v ■ hi 

1 Certain tribes last vmr requested to servo instead of paving the , m stmu 
cases this was rn-cm,mended by 1W ; Doruhmkoh-Ko^kofl and approved at 
SI Petor&burtib, in the other coses permission wns ntf accorded. , 

tj 1 am iol5 that 00 pet cent, of the Moslem population of the ceded ilislriofa^has 
einiciatoO nid that a conMcrablo proportion of tiio reuinmder mould lie glad to do so; 

; “ b -,h *i,{ l S ril ., imuevor ivliothcr tor politioftl or other reasons, do not 
eiieoni'n’e til ide!'. nor, I helinvc, do the SMhH do ao, the latter by making *nA 
of the Uenthileii or i s ding rcfniutovy oner, setim to keop tlio Moslem population iu It 

’1 some months past, owing to the above eaiues, a eonsidorahlc water of 

emigrants, including Circassians, has h«Ml constantly embarking at &*^.ggg£gg 
ftAn f * 0 Eneroum or Van for settSoim-nt, and, 1 undoi stand, none to ireDizona 

itself - hut some have, 1 believe, been landed at Saiusun, in tho wwt 0 ^ the l rebmuu 

Yilfl ^hc civil and military authorities here are unaware of the intention of the WaW 
menlit 1 ned in vnur Excellency telegnim, 

I IlElVG vtC. 

(Signed) ’ 11 EH BERT ClTEKMBlUE. 
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No. 80, 

Tho Archlmhop'a Mission to tho Assyrian Christians to Foreign Office.—{Received 

September 5i(X) 

AL'y dear Sir, 2, Dunn's Yard* Westminster, September 20, 1888. 

IIjL you allow me to add the inclosed to Lhc papers which you kindly received 
from me yesterday ? Tlicy are copies only, and can therefore be stained, if yon think 
hi to keep them, 

I find that the letter of the a|rd August, of which 1 gave you a copy, is dated 
from iCoohanes on the 'furkish aide of the frontier. 

These papers, you wit] see, arc quite private, and contain opinions expressed 
unreservedly. But they may be useful in showing the true state of the country, and 
helping to an appreciation of the feeling entertained by the Kurds towards the 
Christian population in their neighbourhood 

Bclievo me, &c. 

(Signed) R J. G0L1>SMI1>, 

—The papers sent, including those left yesterday, are:— 

Copies of™ 

1. Memorandum by the Rev. W. IT. Browne, dated the ItM.h August, 18B8, 

2. Letter from the Rev. W\ H. Browns to Me^rs, Maclean and Lang| dated 
Koohancij I.he23id id. 

3. Letter Irate the Rev. Canon Maclean to his Grace the Archbishop or 
Canterbury, 

R L G. 


No, 81. 

Sir W. Witke to the Marqui* of Salistiurif,—(Received September 2ii,) 

(No. 340,) 

My Lord, Tkerapia t September 7, 188B. 

WITH reference to the telegrams addressed to your Lordship by Sir H. D. AVolU" 
on the 28tli and 30th ultimo^ and repeated to me by tdm, I have ihc honour to state 
that neither tho Grand Vizier nor the M inister for Foreign Affair* have so far 
admitted the possibility of any plot or intention on the part of the Kurds to cause a 
massacre of the Christians in Ihc direction of Kmihannea, r J ehomun, &e- 

Gat the reecipE however, of Sir E. 1). Wolffs telegram of tho 31 si: ultimo, stating 
that outrages on Christians hud been committed, I instructed Sir A. Snmlison to call 
the serious attention of the Gi#d Vizier to the fact. 

His Highness, though still doubting the likelihood of such acts, undertook to 
telegraph on the subject to the Vah of Van 011 the 1st instant, enjoining on his 
Excellency to guard against tho occurrence of anything of this nature, but concluded 
by observing that there is no such thing in existence as a li Kurdish army,” which i& 
mentioned in Sir II, IX ttfolJfs telegram of the 30th ultimo. 

I am happy to sec by Sir H. D, WollV'a telegram of the 1st instant that the 
statements [>f his Highness'the Grand VinierHeem to bn borne out by the information 
which lias now reached Sir IL. I) r Wolff, 

I have* &c. 

(Signed) W. A, OTB, 


No. 82. 

Sir IF. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received September 22.) 

(No. 359.) 

My Lord, Thefctpui} September 18, 1888- 

WITH reference to your fjordslup's despatch No. 233 of the 25th July, and to 
mv desvaitclics Nos- 307, 324, and 334 of the 7th, 18th, and 2Bth August^ I have the 
K [525] E 
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honour to Mg* „ - * ita-* ^ 

Ciroassiwis Have up to the present hct ui j> __ j ^ 14 th August, the substance of 
3S»» to which he referred n, his m o£ ilw i 8 th August, were 

"hieh I torwarfed to your £»**£ « ^pahliehed ut Conetaut.nople, 

iwte . ™ 

(Signed) TF. A. WHITE. 


Inclosure in No, 52, 

Vi^Cdmul Rimelt to Sir W, Whitt. 

Fm Sept miter % 18®- 

*•....*™y« 

h- vS now the honour io inform vour tW,„ rt e,l ,vcre ranted hy an .article 

find that the r&nours current here J t pnWfehed at Coustautmople. 

Sffi l the « Amvcth,'- nn Ar^nurn - * the 33rd *&■ Nn 

The article or pairaswph "JTMI ' ^ taci in this vilayet, 
dre«*itt» up to the present haye her ,. ^ & 

(Signed) 3. l f - RBhSLLL- 


No. S3. 

Thr Marqiik of 9SBS&1 la ®‘ r H ‘ H 

^n^HBisiioy or canterot wnSj y "*^ * mwo * n ‘ arm "’ 8 

aeoonntaji^attitudCtO^Jfiu’^^n’^^^^^^^y^nAcclicn'_ 


]go; 84, 

mm o/ Saiisimr » tu sir w> whU '' 

(No. 286,) Foreign Office* September 24, 18BS,- 

Sir i v-, nf the Hit! mtitimt* I transmit herewith 

WITH reference to my J j copies of further letters H'om 

tobL* s .. K-, — » 

*■&— r «asssc w “““t 

meaeurca for the protection of the Chr .stun m x avo, to 

(Signed) bALISIHJ itx. 


No. 85. 

n, of an* ft io «• ^mop of &*»* 

lorritjn Office, September 'it, 168& 

\U Lord Atohbisbop, * . from tho missionaries m Kuidisto ■ 

1 office'hygfrF. a^wnidi »»*■ I have the honour to mlm ' 


■ SV 00. 


-*v. -a’ ~ : - v zsmagm 


vour Grace that I have hdegrophed to Her Majesty T a Ambassador at Constantinople 
that you have received alarming accounts of the attitude of Hie Kurds towards the 
Christian population, and that I should wish his Excellency to urge the Porte to take 
effectual measures for their protection. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY, 


No. 86 . 

C'oitifid-General Abbott io the Marquis of Salisbury, —(J?eceinhd September 26,) 

(No. 4, Confidential.) 

My Lord, Tabrees, September 8, 1888. 

RECENT events in Turkish Kurdistan, m the immediate vicinity of the Nestorian 
Patriarchate, causing the Missionaries and Christians in that region to fear a massacre 
on the part of the Kurds, have been fully reported by nto to Iter Majesty’s Minuter 
at Tehran. 

I have further the honour to inform your Lordship that, on the first receipt of 
this alarming intelligence, I immediately telegraphed to Her Majesty's Minister at 
Tehran, and was subsequently in fluent telegraphic communication with his 
Excellency on the same subject, 

1 also imparted the information I had received to my Turkish colleague, Behdjrt 
Lffentli, who, at my request, telegraphed to the Pasha of Van to do everything in his 
power to pacify the Kurds and for the protection of the Christiana; mul he wired to 
the Porte audio the Turkish Ambassador at Tehran that ho bad taken that step, 

I am happy to be able to report to your .Lordship that prompt action bus prod no id 
the desired result. Order has been restored in the disturbed districts, the fears of the 
Christians have been allayed; the Xurdiah army which threatened their safety has 
dispersed. 

Canon Maclean and his American colleagues have written to me, expressing them 
deep gratitude, and that of the Nestorian' mountaineers, for the timely help thus 
afforded by Her Majesty^ Government in consequence of the representations made 
io them by Her Majesty's Minister at Tehran on his learning from me the state of the 
cage. 

The seene of the trouble was Tehoma and Tiary, iti Turkish temtto, where, 
some thirty years ago, the terrible massacre of Nestorian Christians by the Kurds 
atider Rudr Khan Beg took place. A graphic description of that occurrence was given 
at the time hy too eloquent pan of Sir Henry Layard. Tohoma and Tiary, inhabited 


styled by the Turks -Tulamcrk, as the residence ot l lie ^ c^tonan eatrmren wunin 
the Turkish border, and k s wo days* journey from Oroomiah or Urmi. 

It will afford me great cncoui^gcincnt to know that the courso I have pursued on 
Lho present occasion has met with your Lordship's approval. 

I have, &fO. 

(Signed) WILLIAM ti. ABBOTT. 

p ( S.—It k until great satisfaction that I am further enabled to inform your 
Lordship that the effervescence in Turkish territory did not spread to the Oroomiah 
frontiers on the Tor-dan side. Peace prevails up to the present within the borders of 
A wrbiifin :md tho value of the Shah 1 's recoul Proclamation is becoming every day 


Aaerhaijan, and tho value, of the 
more apparent in this province. 


aVs recent Proclamation is becoming every day 

W, G. A* 


No. 87, 


Foreign Office to Consul-General Abbott* 

(No. i,) Foreign Office> September 20, 1886. 

YOUR despatch No. 4 of the 8 th September respecting the recent trembles 
in Turkish Kurdistan has been received, and I am directed by tho Marquis of Salisbury 
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to inform you your 
approved- 


action, as reported in yonr alawc-mentioned despatch , is 

I am, &e, 

(Signed) 1*< C U K-lt 1 h ■ 


No. 88. 

Sir H. t)r\MWwl lVolf to the Mtirqui* of SaUsbunj.—(Received October L) 

^°- 1 J GttM ek , September U 188b. 

J 0 ^ \| iC >7tti ultimo ! repeated to yoiu Lordship a telegram I had received Irom 
rmmnl (jcuoluI Abbott informing me of n massacre said to hove been projected In 
S^ NiiCaXiMi.. I at once informed tl.c Persian Government of the 

SS yK&tf iwW to ®»w* 

nrecaMbns ns far ns regarded Persian ternt^| 1 nlso informed, the urkwh Antons* 
Lidm- who. while treating the Report as mi founded, telegraphed to the Governor of 
Van quA to the Porte m the subject At the same time 1 communicated with the 
United States’ Minister, wlj is much interested in these questions on account- of the 

<* a #*** Pm. Con^-^l 

Abbott inclosing the documents on wliich his telegrams ivere bused, I hey are 
eertidjdv alarming, but the scone of the outrages already committed appear to have 
been on Turkish territory, All that- can be done has been done, as 1 have telegraphed 
to Sir W White, anti the Turkish Ambassador, as I lutve- before mentioned, has done 

" V$£ gl^KS^HOS L tat ue h* Ml from O* 

i’rendi Consul at TSitm of fro murder or violation of twelve Clmpennu omen and 
the lifting of soma thousands of sheep at Tian, vi 1nrkey, by Turkish Kurds, but 

adds that the Persian Kurds ;uv perfectly quj^- AWfl1pjm M +w 

i huve thought it right to approve Sir, Abbot Is hit-Eei to Cation Maclean, as tnt 

facts related may idevelop 1 into more serious proportions. 

[ have, «o. _ 

(Signed) H. DRUMMOND WOLFF, 

PS>.-mM writing the above 1 learn ham Consul-General Abbott, as well a* 
from the Lteraiim Government, that the Kurds have dispersed. ^ ^ ^ 


InejoSurc 1 in No- 88. 

Ctntut-Gmertil Abbott to Sir H. Drummond Wolff 

Tabriz, August 22,1888. 

AVITH reference to mv despatch of the 36th instant, l have the honour to 
Lmnsmii to your ExecUsmcy extmeto ftom letters from Canon Maclean and the 
Rev’: il. Jhowue, English clergymen, and from l>v. Shcdd, an American missionary, 
re warding the apprehended massacre of Nestorian Christians m lurkish Kurdistan. 

" l further inclose a letter tram Mv. Cram, also an American imsaionary* who is at 

^ iU 1 Uidusmc NoMMs ti to copy of a letter which I have add reseed to Canon Maclean. 
I trust that your Excellency will approve of what l have said about- any expenses 

incurred by him. j U(W « 

(Signed) W. G, ABBOTT. 

P, 8 *—Mr. Cowl's letter of great importance. ^ ^ ^ 


1 11 closure 2 in No. 88. 

The Rev, Canon Metihan to Consul-General Abbott. 


(Extract.) Oroomiah, August 25, 1888. 

SINCE writing, we have had a more urgent letter from Browne, and Dr. Shcdd 
lias come boro to consult with us what to do. We agreed that we should send a 
telegram to you, and that we should send you Browned statement-. When read, will 
you please put it- in the inclosed envelope and register it. All telegraphs in Kurdistan 
are stopped. 


Inclosure 3 iu No. 88- 

Tkc Re r. CJanao Maclean to the Archbishop of Cpnterbvty. 

(Extract.) Oroomiah, Augmt 26? 1888. 

1 INCLOSE some very alarming news from Mr. Browne. There appears 
imminent danger of another great massacre like that of Itedr Khan Bey. I don’t know 
if yom 1 Grace will think it desirable to let Lord Salisbury know about this. The 
T irk* have stopped nil telegraphs in Kurdistan, and information can reach Europe 
only through Torsi ft. _ 


IiicIobutc 4: in No. 88. 

Memcraodmu by the Rev. II". 11. Browne. 

IN the summer and autumn of 1887, Artueh (or Artuclmais: this is illegible) of 
Hadji A-a and ether Kinds, continuallv plundered sheep of Christian Kyats of the 
Berner (? illegible) near Kcehaues, and of Leevin, &e., Ac, There were also two 
affairs between Tairi and the 9elni Kurds, in which the Kurd* were (be Eirst id lenders, 
[ii the late autumn, Hadji A glut’s bahtL was on its way towards Mosul, and fian stole 
n lot of their sheep in revenge for what they bad stolen up here. It turned out that 
amongst these were sheep of a 8hcikh, which, when the J.iari men know, they sent 
(1 think, 500 head of) sheep to the Sheikh, but he said they wore not his, but every 
Kurd claimed this one or that. Therefore Tiari did not try anymore to restore the 
rest of the SheiklUn sheep, About this Sheikh's sheep, the Kurds determined to 
wreck Tiari in the spring. fP . . 

At the cdl of dune, f forget oil what provocation by the Kurds, seme tian men 
weui into the Berner (? illegible), nhich is near Annulia, and brought &vmy more 
than 1 GOG head of sheep. The Meera, or Chief of the Kuids, there is also Mudir, 
i,M a Governor under the Ka'imakam, Le., he is an qffioer of tlm Turkish GovernmeinL 
He entire!v sacked a village of live or six houses, his own subjects under his Mudn.'.hip, 

who were of the Tiari mce, . , 

In June, the temporary KAimikom of Julamerk, Abmcd Beg, wliq is now 
sunei^eded by the restoretion of the former Kalmakam, sent zupttohs and plundered 
two villages, Coon mul (P Utegihle), by way of ylleoting the taxes whereas the 
taxes had always beon demanded through a man ol Alar Skimou, or ^vith the men oJ 
Ba/ (or Dfi, in October, when they had money from their rice, 

Tlari sent word to Julamerk that if they named on this game they would sack 
Julamork. Shortly after this, the newly-amvcd I’abor Aghast, Head of the 
Gendarmerie, wont with t-lurty or forty uaptielis into TiM, on Ins way to Amadia toliu 
Shimon had sent a man wifi his companion to Idhoma, to tell Ichomn to let the 
anntiehs pass. 'Without any provocation of any kind, the siaptiehs fired on a village, 
kilted two men, and wounled a boy and two women, nil of whom were at theny.work. 
One of the kilted was scorehed by the lire from the rifle, Tabor Aghassi was in the 
rear, and was told that the Til men had tired upon the zaptiehs. After, they said 
Umt Tuhm-naii wvre there, and fired on the aaptieb*, and ha roturued to Julamerk, 
and thence to Van to give Ida account to the Vali. The r-aptiehs had been overheard 
to suy that thuy would not go to Amodiii to die of boat and to light; they would make 
n row on the road, and way they had been lived upon. Tfllnaii are LLyeis, and without 
guns, Mnv Shimon was commissioned to examine into the Tdl nilair and report to the 
Vali j so that ^lar Shimon is now receiving some honour, thanks to me* T think, and to 
my letters to the Consul, which I am not to send any more of. 

[525] 2 A 












T to sav that in June, on tlmr way from TStosul, Tflhmu wore robbed. o£ 

th> liate. by Kurds of Amadin. The Kaimok™ of 
\uiaditt ami his Counc.il refused redress. 0>e Sheikh and bis Counci. raid rt was 
rcvciiRfi for the other Sheikh’s sheep, but if they would turn Hfnssulmans they nould 
restorp the mules and give them si good village ivith wuref. * ,, 

Tiari allowed Aji AghAs bund to pans north agaii|* on condition that they would 
not plunder the Christian feats; hut* four or live days ego, &ame 0 
plundered a fold in Leevin, and wounded some guardians. The guardians sawed two 
Jrf the thieves but let thorn go again because if they gave them up to m^cc* 
no redress or punishment would be awarded, and certainly the Ms would take 
Thri and Haji Agha wanted to make a eom F ct o£tonsivo and 
defensive, but the Pasha heard of it and sent word to Mar Shimon and to Haji Agha 

** of 120 or 150 hoxuftaof wore *«.-«£ 

(nasturea^ in some A.rtitchnan county, or near it in security, because Ashect.hn had 
yin¥ifs iiftTflrtiifciTLff not utiuidcrtng. The son of the above-meniioned Meora taught the 
tlZSS tosteal these sheep. They killed two men and four 
women Olio of whom Ml on his son end killed him, and two women have recovered 
from their wounds. One of the women, wife of Yaklanes, llio Hew of Aslioetlta, 
1™!"received' twenty-five blows from " hnujars" M One woman was npped 
lln and ttoEl of her unborn child was found protrudwg from the wound 
Yaklanes and Kasha Dnkhs me lierc now. Tieri ivante !Wefee m Jid 

gathered their army at Askwtlia. Hut uow they hear that all the Kinds ate pmena 
■ihrnitwt them and they fear invasion a _ * * 

= Hu nc W Mata^irit Pasha ^ here on Friday. 11 ? ^ im VT 

diwiid to be fHcndlv to Mar Shimon, It is now agreed that ho wnd Sen zaptichs 
/ w Si‘ the Tim men returning here) to flit in Ashcotha and ovor-nwc the Kurds. 
fhtVnU I to rome here from Van. He u « «« rf oppressive man but the new 

k.r ufllttK anf (ujneafs right-minded, Mar Shimon tins been just throughout all this eomph c«- 
;■ . L Edt ] J ou ^h/ to have told the Mntmurif to telegraph to the lwnmakam of 
\madia to send Jftptiebk to the Kurds (or to Asheetfoa) so that zantwhs shwild not 
Ivarn the Tiarl roads. Many Tiari men want to rtduse a passage to lbe aaptiehs* 

r rit t-hesu affairs the Tiarii have stand imes been in the wrong, hut the botluv 
oI ,dundor by the Kurds and rtj <*£~«" * 

the fate Fall of Hekkinri and the connivance or morse 6) the mlbortties of Ja tune A 

The Kurds are continually sending telegrams to Constantinople awl making out that 
the Christians are in fault The Porte and the Ambassadors do not know fjW fads. Mow 
ih’ii-.klh] our Government ought to be that, at first, from my sense of what was Light, 
mid now from obedience to this Archbishop, no such kilns as the above havo appeared 

'''l taH*S tho Kurds have blocked the road ifn Mo«l -» «*» mmd “» b ' 

cannot come with things ! wanl to huv, ±\ Kuid^ pitluscd 

o„„t> Aii nitiht August 19.—News has come that on l inlay tlu, tvmas n 
a, .VM. who are subjects of Urn* Tktaui, and so allies or 
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Tncloaure 5 in No. 8S. 

Tho Uw, W. H< Browne to the Rev, Canon Maclean and the Rev, A. IT Lang, 

(Extract.) Kochane# t August 23, 1888 + 

V THEM has been no fighting as yet, hut the Tebofta and Tiari men are gathered 
]K >ur Ashcctha and the Kur i\* in Ikmep. Mutnssai-if Pasha agreed that he would go 
w ith Nimrod and they two would disperse the two armies, Now to-day be wants 
Nimrod to go atone, because he says he must wait for tho Yah, who is expected to-daj - 
Also there is news that two regiments of Ashers ore following the Yah. Doubtless 
ilmv are for Tiari, ns thev would say the quickest route to the scene of danger jb via 
T iari Of oourse. Tiari carmot, oven if it ought, hold the road against the Asker expe- 
dithm, ns there is an overwhelming force of Kurds ready to fight in Berner, Nimmd 
SUVA it. 115 no use for him to fg to Tiari and try to get Tiari to go to their homes* uule^ 
ibh Kurds scatter at or before that. Tic is also afraid that if he goes down to Lian 
and vet there is a fight* the Osmanlis will put it. on h.s neck or on Mai’ Shimon u. 
aim lin fears that the soldiers on thoiv way will revenge Tiari and not only disarm the 


and Ecimer near here* a prey to the Kurds and their will- * , . 

Nimrod wonts me to bear witness that he wishes to Hcattcf the Tiari men* but 
doefl not see how he can i£ the Kimb are encamped in front; that he is moist unwilling 
that there should be any fighting at all or any resistance to the Government. I let I 
sure that ho is quite sincere in this. Is there anything that we can do to prevent be 
wxedang of Tiari by Kurds or by Government troops ? Oi course, a letter v nald 
lake such ft long lime to get to England* still it might do some good, as Uieaffair may 
;S SO quickly * though I supW it will begin at once. Tho O f ianl., have got 
the Tiari men in a trap, and they will not let them oft without sl&ughtoi and ravage, 

1 fljl ' \hmShimon and Nimild have sent messenger^ and done nil they could te prevent 
lighting, but there have not bean adequate measures on the other side to bold Urn 
Kind*: ft is flic Kurds who wmit to light now. Tiari and Lehonm want to go to 
tlieii 1 homes I find that-at the fold of Asheetbft, of which I wrote in you* the Kurds 
l^hWtbe women, and killed and wounded some of then. This is a new feature 
in mountain affrays. It is aggravating to think we must not send a telegram to a 

(U!lj S doc& not wish his name to appear in telegram or letter. 


inclosure 6 in No, 88 . 

Dr, Shtdd to Consul-General Abbott, 

, Oroomiah, August 2b t 18S3- + 

' ' T INCLOSE a letter just received from Mr, Ooan, written two days ago in 
Kochanes It explains a telegram that we are sending, Mr. Browno is ulso in 
Koch.ancs, and Canon Maclean gives you the view of the ease from lus standpoint. 

The emergency seems so pressing to prevent wmwxoxG, that 1 have comailtcd ivith 
Canon MaS; and now a telegram, I can only add the hopes l hat the dreadful 
mwn of mfuaaerc may not come, and that, you may ho the mean* of averting fbb -t 

calamity. _ _ ___ 

Tmdosurc 7 iu No. 88 . 

Mr. Coon (o Dr. Shedtl. , oil ihbb 

, - ci, r .,i,i AocftontS, August 2J, ISSB. 

y vrii dm, WbMO to Kodiwu*. AVc had famd rumour, rf troubW m 
Tinrv, but lien: got full pattteulars, and they arc sad and tumble. 

Sim I send Itenjamili down iminudialdy as a special recssengot to you tnth Iht 

f °' 10 A n ffiif C KradBTamo up by stealth on tu tho Ashcotha «' mw" (poalaw). 

rii tic were only women witli ilio flocks. They took off 12,000 sheep, 

kilhal alt the women, cutting one woman to pieces, and lulled, besides, a small cl . 
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-fti, fa more than mw «»#• a»d_» the Tiary 

done, and found that the Kinds, certain 0 ae ^S“§| BrTi Jkhoma has been warned, 
lunmip in immense mumbers to complete!) ucsi-ro) . ■ mi- rmrmlp for 

S|K™, tHfl, the Apinsliai ^Ja2 S tho™ 

the defence of their homes. It looks kc . t-f ufimni: if the plan laid out in 

sands of Kurds arc pHitKiE £t “. 1 ' 1 ' v:u : , lf f'i Tia n ^iu both he peer people 
the spring. 1 heard two of the letters rent from "“J"JE was by the 

are malting an urgent appeal for hep, am ■ - , ,j a '8i,i when it is 

Kurds, and they are anxious to prevent bloodshed, hut will n«,m 

THCt,L0S^il J » . -Li Jjjjf Tinvl/Jeli vfjnlfflOUkli W3S it tiio IxottOTlSr 

Wo, f than all, it tafr strauriy « *£> is in their hands, used 

of the whole thing, and helping the hi.ub. I < «■ ? T h«s 

only for their own purposes ho one ean put^,. f Iar Rllint0()I , and 

Pasha is encamped ivboro b^rt „ mid - . , , i +i lf a rt s ^rtoil reason to 

Nimrod (.all me that- they am holmg ' V ^ I 7 ‘ ^ vre&i fear thaft white the 

expect foul Play. Troops arc bang “Bertrf, ^ f& u^«Ih. whoh: thing. All 
real object is nMM the troyernmi.iiMs ^ ^8^ p]jlus may not hr, 

communication with Mosul is cut ol > _' trcnoKmnw and ratten that there 

*»"*■ ,.** tetf? scatter (he people, they 

IS lm reliance m them. II JSimro i g - g ^ fight while he £ there, the 

will only fall an easy prey tp the Kurhs. . . ± ^ lar g^{ |lll){}n and Nimrod 

Government will say he preejpitated it, ■ . ', " r needed for advice, 

aay that Clod ^ « **“ 

and as witnesses lo Jhc mit - . _ , * n hhime noon the Nestoratins. Me* 

active help to the Kurds, are tr 3' ,3l S ‘ - t t y ie j cail £Ct . helpi» one 
who happen to know the truth, know ' ' telegraph from here by Turkish 

ways To appeal to the Government a* m wn. “2L inR the 

tines is useless, so I send ^ple, to telegmph>w^iately 

srsfs tx»™t u sMs 

ordering lhem to disperse the, Kurt i ^ < '* if we only can hold bach 

the Mou i dams. I l.e says he mi hold t w , L 10 [ 5 \ x Consul had letter 

the Government, or the Ctevmmumt he Kni ts . .. | lVoin Constants- 

S5S?BS2^f - - 

(Signed) #EI). G. COAN. 


Inclosure & in No. 8H, 

(frntfid-GtnW dMoU to Canon Maclean. 

Tabriz, Avgvst 29, 1886, 

My dear Maclean, L ,. , , t to Sir Drummond WollI, 

SSMtfW •'*•'■•'' ■•«— ■"* 

“«2!St.i w» ., -gisi:±me& 

Pasha of Van, urging upon him t he impo^nos of dmng H Xs also tolegiaph^ 
to pacify the Kurds and lor t ho protection ol the CbwrtMW. I* that lie has 

to the Porio and to the Turkish Ambassador at Talima to mlorm ram 

tchen ibit stepr . , in.,. Pk , l# i n f vnurs to the Archbishop, and are 

I have tuken eopies ot Brownes icttej>i suut , • . nj firtw'p 

nS m* *» 

Koeltanes on to oui Slinitttfflf. * . „* wni . 

You will thus see that l have done everything m my no ■ Anv 

Haas* keep mo infold ns much as posaihlc of nil that ^ 
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expenses to and from Hiwuc I will pay;; ami if you think it necessary send special 
messengers on horseback to me. Do not trust too much to Persian telegraph, unless 
absolutely necessary. 

Out Minister at Tehran has taken the affair well in hand, aud \ sincerely hope 
that the machinations of the Kurds will be nipped in the bud + 

Please be careful and write names of places plainly; there are one or two in 
Eroww/s letter I could not make out. 

Ever yours, &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM O. ABBOTT. 


No, 89. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury to Foreign Office,—{Received October 2,) 

My dear Sir ( Lambeth Palace, September 28* 1888., 

I HAVE 3iad forwarded to me in Scotland your two letters, dated the 24th instant, 
and beg to thank you most sincerely for the steps you describe to have been taken with 
regard to tho communication left at the 'Foreign Office by Sir Erederick Ooldsmid on 
the subject of our clergy among tho Assyrian Christians, 

I am moat grateful (as all their friends will be), on behalf of our very devoted, 
and able missionaries, for the instructions you have been so good as to give for their 
protection. 

I trust that the representations of Sir William White, to whom we arc also much 
indebted, will be effectual. 

Rumours as to the intentions of the Kurds have, I know, been some time in 
circulation, but tho recent aspects of the situation arc more formidable, 

I have. duC T 

(Signed) ED. CANTIJAR, 


No, no. 

Consul-General Abbott to the Marquis of Salisbury.-—(Received October 3.) 

(No. 00 

My Lord, Tabreex, September 1$* 1888. 

WITH reference to my despatch to your Lordship No* i of tho 8th instant, I 
have further tho honour io inform your Lordship that the condition of affairs in 
Tctri^h territory, in the vichiiLy of tho Nc&fcotiau Patriarchate, appears to linve under¬ 
gone some improvement, which f trust will he of a durable character. 

The Rev, Canon Maclean* writing to me from Oroomiah on the 8th instant, 
states us follows :— 

“ Mi\ Coan has come from tho mountain h # &u<l reports the probalnIity|| peace. I 
believe this is greatly due to your prompt action., It. has made the Vail of Van (who 
pretends there vvas nothing on) send soldiers immediately and take action by telegraph 
with Mosul. Some of the wavering Kurds, seeing that, the Turks bad been obliged 
(no doubt unwillingly) to take measures to protect the Christians, took their side, and 
thus the bate nee of power is so even that an invasion is unlikely. The mountain 
Christians, as well as all of us r cannot he too grateful to you.” 

My Turkish colleague also confirms the above intelligence as regards troops 
having been summoned by tho Pasha from Van to overawe the Kurds and for the 
protection of the Christians nt Iulnmcrk cv Kodinncs, the Patriarch’s residence. 

It is so far satisfactory to note that the Porte’s officials in the disturbed districts, 
utter due reflection, came to the conclusion that, for all parties concerned, it would be 
advisable to remove every obstacle in the way of a peaceful settlement, of queataons at 
issue betiveon Kurds nnd CtiriHlums, and it is to be hoped they u ill continue to give 
convincing evidence of their sagacity in this respect, 

Trusting, that my conduct will meet with tho approval of Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, I have, &e. 

(Signed) 


WILLIAM G. ABBOTT. 
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No, 91. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury to Foreign Office —{Received October S.) 

Jjfjjjibtth Paine# t Octobw S t 1858. 

Mv dear to, with very sincere tlmnlcs yur letter el the 

I HAV h tile honom ^ s b * established in Kurdistan, and 

23tb September, informing ^ Alsbott dated TabikeE, 8tli September. 

kbbs 

™ ftfew* and force with 

SIS twrftd of >0 W offlcm in that country) have **» **. 

th#t ff ’ 1 ^v''CUn-ow.mc.»l is st rnmous in it* rldcrmine. 

ta !KK« ^^to.nntnanearncd, w. M »***- «*"* 

"V m«t ^ # >■» 8 ood #* * , " htt,f ° f 

onr missionaries amt Hie Christiana, and have, m -, CANQ’BAB. 


Mo, 93, 


Sir H. Vrurnmnd Wo iff to the Margots of Salisbury. ^{Received October 8.) 

(No, 180 ,) Quit!tick, Suplmher 13 * 1888 , 

My LoTd.i . . i v.- t fja E .i' f&LJh Ath iiistutith I Iscivg tlio 1rop .0111 S- 1, 

WITH reference to my despatch ^ o, t CcmsuKicuerai at Tabrcea, sporting 

inclose copy of ? tftoclS 

the dispersion of t® Kurds in the n«S» 1,[ & 

(Signed) H. DWJJUIOHD WOLF*. 


Inelosurc in Mo. 1)2, 

Consul-General Abbott to Sir H. Urtiiurmwcf H’ojf, 

HiArcef, Septem&cr 1, 1888. 

Sir, TT . r lOTMJ1 * f b ia moniin^, and 1 tmvo the honour to 

TUB post from Umin.nh came m ‘®^"'^n oBowto - wtwc t tf a letter 

communicate, for vour fcxaeUenc} s ru « t ^ (i j f liave received from 

addressed to me hy Canon Jtacteim mrf <«f »» 

SBl 3 Si*s;“. ”~S" “q« >&<** <>”*■■*- * — ■ 1 "* 

U*t yon %■ *?„■*_ under date of 1st September that Mr Own 

th% Holmes , .i ^ Vnli acted promptly tut receipt of too 

IS fi* f f5; vUr » 

“Dr. Shedd and Mu Conn bom i boi) „ this will ho Urn bat of 

successful efforts to prevent n in Assam ■ - ■ 

tho treble V ,, i Kl .„,.e Tvliioli you wore Sft># enough te 

mltSatpStSfsSAt «~i— - “ «—*•'•• *** 

produced the deaited «fet. 


&5 


I st.ll think-that a. letter from your Excellency te Her Majors BepTCSOriMLv& 
ut Constantinople, requesting him to impress upon the Porte that it is necessary to 
keep n very vigilant eye upon passing events b Turkish Kurdistan* will be further 
productive of beneficial results of a permanent diameter,’ Either 

1 1 in xv* it fi 

(Signed) W. G. ABBOTT. 


Mo, 93. 

(Mo 30 ») Sir n " H kilf 10 tt * 3fnr 9“ i ® VS»fW«rjn_(JJ Mf f l .rt Orfoier 8.) 

^ 'mi reference to my despatch Ho. 946 of the 4,b 7 ^SvttWheGmn.l 
' tm :. '"V 1 tn tr-Icgrapli the Vnli of Van re^wetbs the JiImS of 

,IC ! vn f tls . "a m ^W Cr ^ OliTisl-iiwiti in the neighbourhood of IfttaltaniL l have the 
imnonr to inclose ol' u telcgrnm ham ihai fnncLioiiarv, copy of Which has been 

eouvnumicfttcd to mo hy T-lts Highness, - 

The Vftli states that beyond the itoiial cattle mid^ and four or Eive cases of man- 
> ft .1; JIM. ■ I, no t 1 1 Tig IEU3 occurred ndiich is libel v if> cxc i l c one par ty a gnin sf flS other I fc 

! f> t0 Rays, a pure invgitioTi tSiat the Kurds intend Us inaasttete the Shristiaiis, nm\ (here 
an now perfect irinquillity m tlic district. 

[ have, &e, 

(Signed) W. A, WHITE. 


lnclosure in ho. Q8. 

. 7 3 rfifAfl to the Grand Vhi?i\ 

{[ radiation.) 

ri / a n AB on tt J e - 0111 August hy the Ottoman Minister at Tehran and the 

UonsLil-Geucral at lebrcc^ that the tribes on one aide should not he allowed to -cross the 
frontier in order lc carry out their intention of massacring the Xcstorinn* in the neigh- 
• yurhood ot Lnmab, hiving previously Icaracd that there was enmity between The 
, [ , ^ cstonana, t lately made a tour of iuapectbn to Ohussmerek, and ascertained 

mat beyond the usual cattle raids, which go mi from time to time, and except four or five 
nises ol manslaughter on either aide, there was nothing likely to excite one party a-ainst 
(he other. 11 » a pure invention that Lite Kurds intended to massacre the Nastorian* 
and as the ordinary cases of theft take place in Chuznicrok, wlucb h far from the Persian 
frontier, no nttack has been made on the village of Urmiuh, lint there h now perfect 
teanquilluy and all ne^esary measures have been taken to reconcile the eonijictm- 
parlies, i bis is the real state of the aisc, and the allegations to the contrary proceed 
from calmmuatora, J * 

(Signed) HALTL* Wali of Van, 

August 24 (Spptembw 5), 1SS8. J 


No. 94. 

(X k'O ^ * ,F fT |, ^ e to of SaUibtiyrj.^iJxi’cmveil Odobsr B,} 

My Lord, October 1, 1888* 

i MAVh Hit! Iminmr to mdwc copy of u Memomndum, drawn up on the 
-Mb ultimo by Colonel Trotter, on the subject of the recent disturbances ii. the 
Ncstnrkn Mountains, 

Since ibis M a morn nd urn was written l have received information from Sir Drummond 
M Wff that liia Excellency has news from Koehanncs* of date 1st September, to the effect 
t\mt Llm Covcmo^Gencml of Van hud acted promptly, and that the Kurds were for the 
present at least, disbanded. 

I have also received your Lordship^ desputcli No. 280 of the 24th September 
inclosing, with other documents, a Memorandum drawn up hy the Rev, Mr. Brown of 
dm a I Pth August, which was not included m the papefn to which Colonel Trotter had 
hud acccsa. 
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Although »i«e jlocs S<U» in»truet«a by y«ur 

otic time appears to have been anhupii , effectual moaaarea for 

Lordship’S despatch of he 24th msU«t, to fta Sc stovion coumry; and 

r uW likc to know ' ytethor 

your" I Slip visl.es mb to take ary further steps at presc.il 

(Signed) W- A. WHITE. 


Inclo&ure 1 in No* 94* 

UmnmOm rating tta ghf* of *» *»*■ 

on the part of tine ruikish lusr<sao . _ Persian town of Qdnrnuah, but it 

the TTestomn Christians hi the I,C )E 1 ,1 * *| je Report of the Governor-General of 
would appear from Mr. Brown* #"5gJ of the disturbed relation* 

Yen, that there Tnay he wmo cause ' ~ jjL q’nrk^h ^cstotian districts, ft is well 

between Kurd* and Chileans in he heart of ^ from the mm-tribal 

known that the mountain or trua L°tWHuMilv siibtfued by the Turkish Govern- 

IS’cstorians of tlic plains, hove never Turkish tet-catherer dares not show his face. 
«M m ^beware many of the mouwl.h. districts of 

It scorns tlmt about the mi< m ' j] , ^ ; nearl°'uLc* of Ashcctha and Lignu, 
Tiyari and Tcl.oina were assembled m «*■ »wu fis f lm atod by tl.e 

lying to the west of 'Liyari, and tlm " ‘ r. 000 c wer e collected with hostile 
itcv.Mv. Brown at the vory..mp»taW« »»mbm WOO men, q( Vm 

intent in the Berwttt telnet. stillbt ffi i, v a coul ,l c of battalions of infantry. 

In Urn B^Mr. Brawn’s lettc/fram ^hf 6th‘septe^berwe 

;!^7t VairsraS 5 S*mI 5» visited fe'dSttfg districts, and declared that 

tlmre w-as nothing smions in the »la%0t n < «’> s - „ K h r; cveramcnt may seize this 

It seems that the STostonans fea «>«■ » e twa an dis»ts~tt ft 

opportunity of ^^hdating their powei > government arc hardly to be blamed, 

S 5 & SBBSt *!*$&&» rtzStStSFUi tSSS, 

be much bloodshed. „ {niih m these matters, especially with 

It is, ol tqjjlj!, very difficult U g , ^ L j je pjtb August, shows by 

the scanty details supplied. The ■•■}■'■ ■, aS t0 thfe state of ifito, and that 

intern til evidence that he was 1 taper > T1 ' j^ port 0 f the Yuli probably 

his sUtmnenls must bo received with cfiuUoii. ^ 

KtU1 u°Ts unStory. to And that we have no Lie ports from our Vice-Consul at Van 
upon the above proceedings. HEKhY TRQTTER* Li™ (wunfr Goforth 

GEWftanJuiopk, September 


Inclosure 2 hi No. 94. 

Note Verbals. 

HER Majesty's Embassy has ^ honour^ to thauk t|c g* 1 ™ y aUp dated 

snilv’SaffSa.«*.s» .* *“> ■“»««-»— 
.."in -.»»■> 4 * -.. •* ”•••"*■ 

*** wiUien*—If- Thot-j b«. 


Her Majesty’s Embassy ventures to hope that should there be any danger of 
disturbances in this or the neighbouring districts tlic Sublime Porte will take measures 
for the protection of Ehe Christian inhabitants. 

Therapy October 1, ISS8, 


No, 95. 

Sir W. White to the MawjutJ of Salisbury.- —(Hffcffi'vfid October 22*) 

(No* m) 

My Londj Ttiempin, October 11, 1888, 

1VECHIN the- laat two years I do not remember a single Fact affecting the 
Ottoman Empire equally important with the Connexion just granted to a German 
Syndicate for a railway line to be constructed from Ismidt to Angora in Asiatic 
Turkey, 

The pecuniary requirements of the Treasury were so great and urgent that, 
unless the Kuulln combination had succeeded, both the new lean and this Concession 
would liavc fallen into Froneli hands, bringing cm the reprehensible consequences 
described by me in my despatch Nn, ^91, Confidential, of the l&t August (towards the 
end}* 

It was to avoid this danger that Caron Blanc, M. do Kswlowitz, and Dr. Basch 
tiad w'rittcn to their Governments descriptions on the subject of the preponderance of 
French capitalists, dud 1 h at I haliove Count Hatafeldt approached your I jordsbip, 

It is to he hoped that both English and Italian capitalist* will he willing and able 
to take a considerable share in these new Asiatic railways, and should the irritation 
produced amongst Parisian Capitalists continue, and lead them to take up an obstruc¬ 
tive attitude, of which there are some indications, it is probable that efforts will he 
made to create another foreign bank at Constantinople with German and English 
capital, and thus combat the present monopoly of the Imperial O l I onian Bank anil its 
French supporters. 

It is not, however, any intention to trouble yonr Lordship with any further 
rennnks which may find their (proper place in a financial Report; but what I. wisk to 
do at present is to pointMt the political importance of the encouragement given by 
Germany to the investment, of German capital in Asiatic Turkov, and this h not only 
interesting because hitherto the Impend Chancellory had not-shown any disposition m 
that direction, but also because it is said that Baron Rleichrikler was not disposed to 
separate himself from .Hie French houses with whom he co-operated in the Ottoman 
Rdgie, mid notwithstanding his opposition, M* de Tkdowitss has. throughout shown a 
warm and praiseworthy yard in makingfthb Kuulla scheme triumph over its Fronob 
competitors, whose exclusion is a sine qvd non at Berlin of the present scheme., and of 
the future scheme in Turkey which may he evolved from it. 

My attitude throughout has been, as your Lordship is aware, a perfectly neutral 
one, although l was kept constantly informed of what, was going on by my German 
and Italian colleagues* 

Baron Blanc, although great credit is due to him for the original idea, lifts not 
sufficient influence here to bring it to bear successfully on such n question, hut lie 
assisted considerably in Eta development, aud holds all along that for its success, and 
for the purjjo&o of col interacting any li’miico-Russian schemes at Constantinople, it is 
essential thrift ifc should not he a purely German scheme, but one in which English aud 
Italian capital should have an active participation and proper weight and influence. 

I am sure that the political appreciation of such a result will meet with your 
Lordship's approval, and it would be a pity that the abstention of British capitalists 
were to deprive us of this fnvouraEde opportunity of making our influence felt with 
allies in Asiatic Turkey, a result which, I admit, l did not consider as probable as 
within our reach a few months ago* 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A* WHITE. 










Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury,—(Received November 3.) 


(No. 411,) 

My Lord, Therapia, October 18! 1888. 

‘ J ON the receipt of the inclosed despatch from Her Majesty^ Consul for Kurdistan, 
t instructed Sir A. Mgjm to bring to the notice of the Grand Vizier the reports 
w \uch lmd conic to Colonel Chormside’a knowledge as to hostile attacks and reprisals 
between Kurds and N^torians, and the conaihueiit dispatch of two battalions intended 


to act against the latter. 


His Highness stated, in reply, that, to his knowledge, perfect tranquillity prevailed 
over the country where the disturbances are supposed to have taken place, and that 
under the circumstances ho could give no credence to the reports mentioned in the 
despatch. 

I have, &c, 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE, 


Inclosure in No. 9R, 

Cofantl Cherntsidc to B'h W. White. 

yj r Erzeroum, October 2, 1888, 

1 HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that about a month ago a Staff 
Officer loft this station for the Sandjak of llckkiarl, capital ol Rashkalah, owing to 

reported trouble in that district, j 

I have received no news on the subject from Her Majesty s vice-t onsul at \ an, 
hut have heard here that two battalions have been sent again*! Mar ShimuiTs 
Nestomns, 

It is stated that in the ft# instance some Kurdish tribes plundered some 
Nestorian (locks, and that thereupon Nestorians, if is asserted under Mar Shiimm J s 
directions, attacked and pillaged Kurdish villages, Khursldd Pasha, the MutossarrE 
of Bashkahh, was placed in arrest, but has been released; Iks is said to have been 
favourable to tbs reported proceedings of Mar Sliimun’s Nestor bins. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HEBBEET OHERMSIHE. 


No. 97- 

Memorandum communicated by Rustem Pasha, NoVitnbw 1<L 1838, 

VERS 1c mois dc Scptembre dernier, le bruit avail etc tep&odu quo les Knrdek 
Ottomans ptoparaieut. unc incursion du c&tt dc Tiary el de Tdioman (front i£re Persanc) 
dans lo but d H y massacrcr lee Nestoricns, 

Ccs nmieurs so soiit ironvies C-tre fausscs; mails ellcs avjiient produit title vivo 
gmotiosi el donuj lieu ^ une ^change de correspondanecs officieltos. 

II ^finite dc I’enquOto ihite paries autorltoS ImpGrhks que ees bruits out dtd mis cn 
cUeuktibn par deux liU&sionnaires Anglais, noinntes Maclean et Brown, qui se irotivcni, 
!e premier b Ourmiab Peree), et le second is Korake (Turquio). _ 

Com me il paratt evident que le.s ugiss aments du Hr. Brown jetteivt le iron Inc dans 
lea csprlta el peuvent provoquer de tAeheux incidents, Ha presence n Koraks ne pent sivuii 

aucuu bon rifeEillat, . 

U Chef religieux de* N estorlens, dent il esl Tli&te, lc vemut vol^tiere abrflgcr eon 
s^jour dims lo pays;, et 1c Gouverucmcnt Ottoman de son chte, eroil devoir porter ecs 
(ails ft la connaisaance dc Lord Salisbury, et de Ins demanderde prendre des mesurc* pour 
l^loigiiement do ec missionurnre, 

Lowtrea, le 12 Novembre, 1888. 
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No* 98. 


r j y 


AUMryw.+wp vj ^ItnWTOUTy* 


My dear Lord, r> - 

THE Turkish ****** ho, brought mo the hS* 

Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No, 99. 

Sir W, White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received November 15.) 

(No. 448, Confidential*) 

■' Ij wriflT . CoiUlonitKOp/c, Nooemter 10, 1888. 

Kmilh luL-™ n f “ y T (lef ‘ 1 J ft c l T '°'„ 130 - Commercial, on the subject of the 

noOTift^OTtaMt tamX 1 IT T J^ 11 y i ° 1 ur i ort * h:p ’ a att0ntion to the uccom- 

, V 3 extract from Mm Adams Nouvclle Kevue/'from which it amiears that 
Ilmt pro-Rusimn organ considers the acquisition of this important railv/ny |L l.v 

rnffir*** “ " TI'T b i? w V° I '“# “*»»*» to the East, and at Ihc same 
!his i y the Hank with French influence, 

ifffeir* ou this iwini c "° my dcs,,^ttc,l 

t s iatb n iV..^° , |.« l0 ^ II ^ 1y , i 1 af0rmcd [ll « transfer of tlieir interest in those 

r M mtei !l , n t'f Krl " 1Ll 8™ U P l;0 ‘heir Kuglish associates 1ms boon actually 
completed, as ! had been assured by Mr* Caillard was going to be the ease and nil 
Ictnds of rumours arc rife at Calais on the subject ; but I Luot 'help £Xl L I 
i-t.qj eqmitiiKm that have a real national interest in securing, at Least, an impordat 
^^ . ^ °*>iwfcriU!tLan nnd working or these lines, the loss of which I would 
rwmHf| ,re ' a1 ' which, f hope, may be still averted by British capital coming 

S^Sixs^sr aft no * preMated itwir for 

I have, &c, 

(Signal) W. A, WHITE* 


Inclosure in No, 99. 

e^trmt .from the “ Noueetle Rerue " vf Not'ruder 1888. 

LniTtiLs suii LA Ruopns Estskiel'kk.—,-V 1’aid# doses luanmuyres mullintcs 

Le ComlinZ^nti 1 IK * ™* ta “» ti “ 1 «niipl4to et matM am 1 m rives du Bosphore, 
Lo Gouveraement.Ottoman uc vieut-ii pas do concSder li une Compacnln do Berlin 

la ligm; Ismidt-Aiigora. test l’im des coups les plus sensible! portds i\ not™ 
mtluonce, oar la Banque Ottomnnc otait snr lea iwigs. Elle s’dtnit oruo maitresso S 
.il u ,' 1 P®*‘? t . < l ue . «» 3K“to s « chanuiillahml pour des vdtilles, un ordro cat vonu 
!c Uerlm (,ui ('Iijoip'nait a 31. do Hadowits d’cnlevcr lit place it not™ barbe. Or, o’est 
it. majitmtse de 1 AUefitwne sur tonic l’Asie-Mmeu™, peut-btre mSmc sur la vnllde do 

SftTlSu 1B plu. U ijS» Sj ' r "‘ U G,1U ™ rn “" ,Cnt T,,, ' U '-’ 5t aUA ahoia 


No. 100, 


; ’’ ;r fr ^ Whitfy N<J. 137, Commercial, Confidential, November 3 0, 1888, 

[ This is identic with Sir W. M-bite's No. 118, Coniidcnluil: ante, No. 99.] 
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No, 101. 

Mr. Cmllnrd to Foreign Office— (Remved November ’20.) 

<j] 16, Buckingham Palace Road, London^ November 10, 

ivho advance! money to Mr, Alt tor t lio wonting to in » . t s 

line IVill brin* an notion against the Company, claim mg 200,01M. ! have iclt \mi no 
™ IttafcS linandm who have undertaken 0» c»™ out ot the 
Oiicasion for the construction of tins line in combination with the Deutsche Bank of 

tl,iS I'amWi-ised that, wove Mr. Charles Morrison to bring such 

sudi^ stepson the pail o£ Mr. Charles Morrison would bo greatly damage to l^smesa 
ii l0 a f tho ’public, that it would probably cause any issue upon the English 

to (.st.i'jltsh^ ^ {J mt t ijj s 11,rout lias Been conveyed, m s^nte of my miuntiikiiit; 

to clo my wry best to induce the Turkish Government to appoint a Commission, on M 
thSSm AU thouid ha 

aid. 

IKm should 0 appidnt,' and whose decision would in that case be the 
ti!ull X' lohn Morris who is the solicitor to Mr. Charks Morrison and Mr. Ait, 

m i 

Turkish Government, and which (he Turkish Govcmmeiit coulcst. 

Government a dear and substantial injustice. m-obablv remain; two 

[ am leaving Loudon this evening for Berlin, where 1 ^i pronaiuj ^ riL 

Z£Sv%$* SSL. MPomo« your 

yiows on tiro subject. 

(Signed) VINCENT CAlLLAltf). 
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So. 102. 

The Archbishop of Canterbury lo the Marquis of Salisbury ,—(ifefitfitfifi? iVossmter 21.) 

My dear Lord, Addington Park* Croydon, November 19, 1S6B. 

1 HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship’s letter of the 14th November* 
with the incfo&urc from the Turkish Embassy. 

Tn reply to the stat ement that untrue rumoors ji« to the threatening preparations of 
the Kurds for an attach on the Christians emanate from our missionaries, 1 beg to inform 
your Lordship that two English travellers have just returned from the scene of Iho 
incidents—Mr, Riley and Dr. Cholmondelcy (an English physician). 

They state that they themselves actually found the Tyari (Christian) Chiefs 
assembled at Kochanea, deliberating as to how they should defend their people from the 
vast muster of the Kurdish tribes. 

They Mate that the Kurds had iti the first instance mode a terrible attack on the 
Christian women (300) and a few shepherds, who had gone with the flocks as usual to 
the uplands. They violated the women and kilted many. 

The Tyari people had then assembled, and the Kurds, on the other bund, had 
mustered in very great masses, armed with Martini rifles. 

At this moment the British Representatives promptly intervened, And in consequence 
Turkish troops were sent in all directions and to great distances through the country to 
disperse the Kurds, 

The two English travellers themselves were present when the Yuli of Van himself, 
with Ins troops, arrived at Koehnues, He received the travellers kindly. 

The state of the case was notorious and visible, but the Vali courteously denied 
to them the existence of wlrnt they saw and ihc motive of his own presence. They also 
visited biin at. Van, and were entertained by him* The facta were patent. They are 
perfectly well known to the Trench and American missionaries, as well ns to our own. 

1 would call your Lordship's attention to Mr, Abbott's despatch of the 8th September 
last, in which he says: “ The Kurdish army which threatened their (the Christian!?), 
safety has dispersedT 

Your Lordship is aware that the Turkish officials on tire spat objected to ihe 
presence of Mr. Russellj who took an interest in the Christians, l believe that lie has 
been removed. The Turkish oflicials are not likely to approve more of Mr. Brown's 
presence or to consider him discreet, but, 1 feel certain that his departure would be 
the signal for oppression, which has largely ceased since tie went to live at Koctmncs, 

Wo arc also able to deny that the Patriarch Mar Shimoon is wishful (as the 
Memorandum states) that Mr. Brown should leave his country. He keeps him in elowu 
companionship with himself (and with his designated successor), and is most anxious 
that be should not leave. He not only states this in writing, but the two travellers have 
within the last two months seen how much lie values his presence and how grateful he 
is to England, from which he and his people have for the last forty years asked the boon 
of a resident teacher. 

Mr. Riley and Dr, Clmliuotideley are drawing up n Memorandum, which 5 shall 
have the honour of forwarding Lo your Lordship. 

Mr, Riley would attend your Lordship at any moment to give his persona! impressions, 
or, if that is impossible, perhaps your Lordship would allow him to wait on Sir James 
Fergnsson. 

And l would particularly request that instructions might he given to Colonel 
Cher inside (to whom the Kurdistan district is assigned) to make inquiries on the spot and 
to report the facts to your Lordship, 

i have endeavoured to put to main facts before your Lordship as shortly as I am 
able, but must apologize, \ fear, for the length ol my letter, 

1 hftVC 1 

(Signed) ' EDW, CANTUAT * 













No. 1.0'L 

Cohnvi Alt to Foreign Office*—{Received November 21*) 

sir, 14, ■Qffffjf Victoria, Street, London, November 20, 1888* 

1 l AM advised from Constantinople Hint in order to give n plausible excuse for 
iukinir immediate possession of the HaTdar-Tasha to Ismidt Kail way, the Turkish. 
b [5251 3 D 
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Government will * B1 mntlieriakot 

transfer bnmediately to the l eu * ^ ^ Concession granted to that institution 

s^wsK-^-ggs^sa. * «a i— v i* 

Mr. Ktmllu in Hie name ot the DoutidioIS llav ; n g fc c ™ published in a loffll paper 
JK mo entitled, and a copy »i that Com enti > Jftlrfttod it to the friends Mtn» 
in Constantinople, ^ have, — >5 « »« «L'ffiJ on the spot to inform the Hmm 
^afe| t gS@St t S. ooU text of the Convention, * nnll accept 

imd carry out all its GOTvditions. 11 *. vcnve&ents the locatnires, instruct ij 1 ? 

tgissss 

..[ gtatc for Yoroign Allan's, m ortl ( , ,. I guidance in meeting 

- Mdi m* ic put «"* 17 f 8 10 

Porte. 1 lmvc, &t* „ , _ , 

(For the Locatnircs of Uielmperial Emdar-Pasha 
■ to Ssmidt llaihvay), . TT 

(Signed) w* ^ 


No, 104. 

TJi* Man/ids 0 / Sehstury to Sir ll ' 11 A,,i - 
(No. 334) Foreiffn 0#«, Wmwter 26, 

“* I TEANBMTE to your MweltowWJ of 

upon the subject of the ^ if 

in Asia Minot* and Colonel AlU alUmi,. in o c , nUimm ieat«>n*t 

I also nimejc a copy thei rcplj urca ^ould be taken for an equitable 

It appear* very desirable that spied j ■ ■■ 'p ore y [tm - Excellency should sea 

decision on the questions in ^puto, n Nimble tWt you should'm ^ 
reasons to the eentrary, I thiiih tbo ^ of the presenl lessees of the 

to arrange mtlioutdelij f i nconerlv eonstitilted Commission. 

llnldar-l’ashtt-Ismidt Itailoaj by a P»P • X am, &o- , r( _ Y 

(Signed) SAMSBU#*. 


No. 103 - 

Foreign Office to Mt. CmtUrd. 

Ifortiiw office, Hhwrtw 80 .^ 8 - 

ftSte Uas . 

■ . ITft'itlar-Pasha Rahway is conhiud 1 , 1 _ . irmds of the Porto. . „ 

tlm British investors [com ‘<>1 all parlies, that » iglgfJgjjgS 

sliouhMie^arrival ^t^oj! W ***& MR“V 1 "' 

of the Claims Ct the — by a 


» kps m 


t ^0. 105. 
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’properly constituted Commission—a method of procedure to which it= is understood 
that Colonel Alt is himself quite ready to agree. 

T am, 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEPOTE. 


No* m 

Mwttorutidwn by Mr. A. Ritcy respecting thsrwent Outrages on Christians in Kurdi&ian f and 
the Residence of the Priests of the Archbishop of Canterbury a Mission in the Province 
of Hitkkiari lately incorporated with that of Van. — (Received December 3.) 

TEE Assyrian, Chaldean, or Eastern Syrian Christians are divided into the G<$p»ptf- 
subjects of furkey and the subjects of Persia inhabiting the country lying on the celmA 
frontiers between these three points—Lake TJrnu, Lake Van, and the town of Mosul, P mU1<™ 

The Turkish Assyrians are either Ashireta, tribal, dwelling in cun lined valleys, neini- t 'isc A?ayp 4 n 
independent of the leiperiat Government, orEayaha, non-tribal, dwelling in the plains Ohrittlim, 
and exposed valleys* completely under the oEReials of the Porte. 

In Persia all the Assyrians are non-tribal,, inhabiting the great Plain of Uriah 
The Supreme Hendj spiritual ami temporal, of the whole Assyrian people is the 
Patriarch Mar ShimoriqL Catholicos of the East. He resides at Kocban.es, in Turkey 3 is 
re cognized by the Provincial Government, and receives a small annual salary from the 
Porte, He has, however, no representative or Yekil at Constantinople, and no means of 
communicating directly with the Central Government* 

The Assyrian Christiana are surrounded on all sides by the Kurdish tribes, and Tim Kyrds* 
perpetual struggles have been going on between them for centuries. The Christiana are 
numerically the weaker, and also worse armed than the Kurds. Since the Russo- 
Turkish war a laTge proportion of the Kurds arc armed with Martini and other modern 
rifles ; the Christian* rarely possess any better weapon than the old flint-lock musket, 
swords, and light wicker targets or shields; thus they arc only safe within their valleys, 
which serve us fortresses into which neither Kurds nor Turkish troops penetrate. 

The liny ah ft, or noil-tribal Assyrians, are entirely at tho mercy of both Kurds and Turklih 
Turkish officials. Their lot- is a very hard one. It is true that murders and outrages on officiate, 
women ure comparatively rare, but they have to submit to every kind of injustice and Oppressions, 
tyranny, The state of things may be best described as follows: the Kurds rob the 
peasants of their sheep, money, irrigation water, in fact, of all Ihcir property, no 
protection is afforded by the Government, which, when the taxes are duo* and the 
unfortunate Chmtiaus are unable to pay them on account of the Kurdish robberies, 
severely punishes them for their inability. 

The Ashiiroti, or tribal Assyrians, arc in a somewhat better condition* They are 
secure within their Talleys, and pay less taxes than their brothers of the plains (the 
amount of their taxes was fixed when the Forte first occupied the country more than 
eighty years ago), but the area of laud capable of cultivation within their valleys is very 
small; they are therefore obliged to pasture their docks outside their valleys and to 
obtain corn from the neighbouring plains. The Kurds take advantage of this to carry off 
their Hocks, and the local Turkish Governors, by preventing caravans from entering the 
valleys, starve the tribes into paying such tribute as they think lit to demand. I cannot 
say for certain that they aro thus made to pay more than tho agreed tax, but tho 
mountaineers are so miserably poor that it is difficult to understand how they can pay 
any taxes at all. 

This summer the sheep of Ashitiut, the largest village of Tiari, were being fed in a Tins oni™^ 
tf noma," or mountain pasture, outside Tiari, in charge of between £00 ami B00 women of 5lit July 
and girls and 2 men* On the 31st July the encampment was suddenly surrounded by a [ait - 
large body of Kurds, the two men were killed, idl the women and girls violated, five were 
killed, one pregnant women being ripped open, the child protruded, and one slowly put 
to death by twenty-five dagger wounds (I saw the husband of this woman, liaia 
Yakhanis), four others w ounded, and the rest stripped entirely naked and left in that state 
to make their way back to Ashitlm. So terrible an outrage lias not occurred since tiio 
massacres of Bedr Khan Beg in 1843* The object of the outrage was clearly to draw 
on the Tiari tribe to attack the Kurds, and this happened ; the men of Tiari prepared to 
avenge the honour of their women* To meet them there assembled the Kurdish tribes 
Goucaii, Zercknaii, Ikrwaraali, and Sindah, the authors of the outrage, together with 
ol hers in overwhelming numbers, 15,000 it is nuid; I cannot say the number fmm large as 
tldflj though 1 mn satisfied that it must have been at least 10,000. Tho Tiari tribes toon 
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then gave up all idea of avenging the honour of their women, feeling themselves even with 
the assistance of the neighbouring Assyrian tribe o£ Ihoornu, unable so much ^ os to 
defend the entrance to their valley. The Turkish authorities gad shown no sign of 
interfering up to the end of August, when the Rev. W. II. Browne, of the Archbishop 
of Canterbury's Mission,, who had been stationed in Tfakkipri since* November 1-887* and 
who is r I believe, the only European of any kind in the province, fearing a massacre, sent, 
a special messenger across the frontier to Canon Maclean, the Head oi the Mission at 
Urnii. The CTuion instantly telegraphed to Mr. Abbott, Her Britannic Majesty's Consnl- 
G-cncrul M Tabretf, and, I believe, the other Missions in Urmi, lc. t the French and the 
American, telegraphed to their representatives. 

The Tali of Van was communicated with through the Turkish Representatives at 
Tahrcea and 'I'chran, and, t believe I am right in saying, denied the existence of any 
troubles in Hakkinri. However that may be, the Turkish authorities then took steps to 
disperse the Kurdish army, and when l was at Kochanes on the 13th September found 
the Vdi of Van bad himself arrived some days before with a body of troop to pacify Lhe 
country, I visited him, and, in the course of conversation, he told me that he hud also 
sent troops in the direction of Bcrwav, near Ashitha. 

All I he Chiefs of Tiari, about twenty in number, u ere assembled fttKoch&nra during 
my visit: to that village last September. £ had the opportunity of talking to them 

collectively and individually. . . t ... 

Purchuecf The Assyrian Christians have held their lands from time no memorial, aim on this 
Clirirtian title have been allowed to hold their property since the Turkish occupation- Recently, 
vilhpcsby demise they possess ho title-deeds, the TriAfeh authmittes have been sel mg Christian 
rfr.hL lIh- H villages to Kurds, which means a gradual expat riot ion oE the Christians;, rhis occurred 

Turkish principally during 163d and 1886, 

Govern- 

of The Archbishop^ Mission is an educational oho, sent out in 1886 at Lho request of 
ihcAreh- Mar ^hitnoon, the Assyrian Bishops, aud the people. lb is non-proselytizing, aiming 
* F .simply at the education ft the people without ddmrhmg them 1mm their Church, no 
work of any kind is undertaken amongst the Muhotmhedaus, the Enghsa clergy having 
strict orders to coniine their labours entirely to the Assyrians. The present Mission 
AsHjriaiii. priests are 

Rev. Canon Maclean. ALA,, late Scholar of Kings College, Cambridge. 

Uov. VV. El. Browne, LL.M+, of St. dohtiV College. Cambridge. 

Rev, A. EL Lang, M.A., late Scholar of St. John's College. Ox lord. 

Rev. A, R. Edingto^ M,A. t of Worcester College, Oxford, 

Three of these priests are working hi IVmtn, where they have large selmok and 
colleges. The fourth, Rev. \\\ H. Uromie, has resided in 1 urkftf since November 8b7 ; 
at the special request of the Patriarch Mar Bhimoon umi the Metropolitan. In 1884 and 
L88(5 when I waa visiting the country, butb Patriarch and Metropolitan, nr^cd me to 
persuade the Archbishop of Canter burs to send a clergyman to reside m I tirkey, as the 
mere presence of an Hfeppcaii in the province would he a protection tu i jmm _ 

Since Air, Browne took up his residence at Kodiniic* as (he guest oi Mar : lumoon. 
H,u Turkish authorities have used every endeavour to dislodge him, have subject lmI Emu 
t« every species of annoyance, and haw even punished Mar ShimOOii and lus peojlc tor 
harbouring him, This spring, finding that the Patriarch's salary had been unpaid since 
his arrival, mid Ids host otherwise harassed and threatened, Mr. Browne asked Mm 
Shimoon whether he bad belter not- leave Kochnncs and ret urn to I own. i he answer 
wns that the Patriarch and bis people must put up with the increased annoyance* of the 
Government as best they could, for they desired him to stay, a;i hi 3 presence might save 
them from a massacre/ ThU prediction wan remarkably tulldled in the circumstance a 

connected with the outrage of last July, . * 

The Patriarch lurtlicv told Sir. liromic l«=t s[img Iti write to the Arelibislion oi 
Canterbury asking him not to believe any retort Hint might lie seut to England limn 
Constantinople. Tliul lie anti hi* people wild*) l« hove urn amongat them, and that, 
any stalemcnt to the contrary effect, purporting to roinc irom him. »onhl he cither * 
fraud or extorted from turn by force, he being absolutely at the mercy ot the \ all of t n i. 

. . _ t have visited the Province of Haktimi on three ditlerent occasions i« 1h.;4, 880, 

'pill, or anil during last autumn {1888). With leu exceptions ha™ twellcd thiough all lie 

It Ports district inhabited by the Christians, and 1 am personally acquainted mth moat nt tliur 

chief men. I have nude careful notes during my visits, and have watched the change* 
in the condition of the country during tlm last torn- years. 


Canterbury's. 

clerjfj' with 
l lie 


.die ■ . w a 


^‘ J rrfr*rn - 5a*t *\ 




P ° rt - hSS ■*»> 

at, but even instated? bv the local Got n 0 Bnf t "T “ 0t c ™ mved 

the late Vali of Ealtkitm w /! ^ T ernors(of£cii Kurdsthemsclves,^ Fikn Paata, 

Russia, “* 

(..)■ The a,fW^SSaS^f =- DruraU. 

with A lepresentativc at Constantinople ' 1 a ^* fcinct community, 

GovinLl r A,,hf * Conahl or other Representative uf aomeftieuean 

and Vm I oil. “ 0t m ' ]y m thcre 110 Constd* nearer than at .Mosul 

town ntorir the m 10 ccunlry fand a British representation at the latter 

In »am Ibi t ^ r x ?", 3 “J 11 *® '“"’S' becl ‘ lKtel J supiffesscd), but if Mr. Browne ivore 

W tlU ™' !!d ^ b ° * 

2. »■*»*, Court, W., (Si£nCd) ATHBL8TAH RILEY. 

Dtc&fibitr 1, 1838. 

Note hy Ur. IL P. Cholmcietf. 

am i n H ai n I?oolr ie L Mr ; ^#9 ^ ™ his | this autumn, 1 

and mi ° rmati0 " ^4| thc ^‘«ge of the 31M July 

i lie taels rcsj( upon the following dnl;t:— 

T,,,L-ivki! b i' S Trl. e "" S, ‘" sus ^ri cati,,1 ® ! '>' from all quarters, natives in Persia end 
,, ' a ;^’ . Bngliah Minimi, mid Inc French and American iMisaitms at Urmi, ye far as 
E |l > received uitomiation from their independent agents in Hakkiari 
,i un . a . nimit y f detail in ibis testimony. 

(<’.) lie: evidence ol Air, Browne, whom I saw at Kochanes. and who was resident 
ui Httkkiari throughout the whole of the disturbance. 

(d.) the evidence of the r rijiri Chiefs who were assembled at KacLaues to cenault 
i ' mL W t T Cn h J ? trtkcn f «T- the safety of their tribe, and .some of whom were the 

ushanka and * 5it *| crs s y >nic the outraged and murdered women, 
y 1 V ; i0 eviutstiecj ol the Patriflreli Mar Skiiueou and his family. 

(/.} 1 lie presence near .Tdamerk of the Vali of Van and his hoops. His Excellency 

bec " * dis ' urbaTicc wMch he ivfl ^ there to ^ S 

It l ° t[ *r nuJn . bL ^ ike Kurdish force assembled against Tiari, all nccoimta agreed 
u l>uil»«g them at 15,000; but £ cannot say from my own knowledge of the country 
whether or no these numbers arc probable. *** y 

Mr Riley puts them at not less than 10,000, basing his calculation unon lus 
kinnik-dge of the strength d the Tim and Thooma tribes, whose country he vfsited in 
l&gI.h, upon which occasion l was net with lain, though 1 was in 1884 

Inking into eon si deration the natural strength of their position, their aptitude for 

l'f’ “ nd tb ® "“"'.'fi 8t MH'<« m«n they mb wise, he pinks that not Ass than 
UJ.Oilil Kurds could have reduced these fiari Chiefs to the slate of terror they were 
evidently in when wc met them at Koriianes. * 

draw^f^“”/^ feTM yS M> S 0 ® 8 ’ 1 ™, tir - e, ' V ? on f“ rin conclusions Mr. Riley has 
iUn\u\ hom the lads, and the fecommendutioi^ be lias made thereon. 

(Signed) H. R OHOLMELET. M,B. 


[52a] 
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No. 107. 


The Marquk of Salisbury to Sir W. White, 

t? 0+ Foreign Office, December 4, 188 EL 

THE Turkish Ambassador called here on the 27th ultimo., and stated that lie was 
instructed to request that orders might he given to stop the publication ot M AraMmU 
paper, tvHibb is published in London, end incites feelings of d.scontent nnd disafleaion 

anions: the Sultan’s Armenian subjects. . . kil j nnt *u* 

[ explained to his Excellent, in reply, that Her Majesty * Oovcrnmcnt bad not t u 
power to stop by Executive authority the publication of a newspaper on account td tho 
political views wind) it may advocate. &c 

(Signed) S A LI U H Y, 


No, ms. 

The Marquis pf Salisbury to Sir B r . W'/iifo 

(No. 37o.) Foreign Office, December 10, 18&B- 

2 SSKr^s 2 fSBr snr waimtrA 

“ts." “apss^sasE-a«. ^£sz % 

"“ludll be sec, that these gentlemen entirely corroborate the 

^SaraWLu Obtain as soon as possible a report from Her Majestj-'H 

1Mrt Bnatmn Jt the inclosed ™pl y .J 

1 UlUj etc* 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No, 106. 


TV Morris of Salisbury to Sir W. White, 

(No. 370. Secret.) Foreign Office, December 10, 1688. 

h]f ' WITH reference to my dcspaidi No. :17J> of this day's (btc, relative to outrngw 
committed by the Kurds on the s|torilit population .it lire Iwm j'V* . 

to j-enr ^ iu71. togttV with «&. of a 

n q Sn Jdt tim House of Cm, ..nous by Mr. SUtveley Mill on the 6th instant, and 

8i U may^'^rTtlirSloct should be alluded to in conversation by any of the 

publication of the Report, would produce a very paintul tapmum m tU* X* 

(Signed) SAliSBUBYs 


So. 07. 


t N«. >0$- 


% No* 111. 
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No. 110. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Maht. 

<?°- m:> Fbrc&n Office, Dumber 1ft, 1888. . 

k]r? I TRANSMIT to your Excellency herewith a collection of printed correspondence 
which baa taken place between this Office, Her Majesty's Ambassador at ConatMitmoplc, 
^nd the Evangelical Alliance, on the subject of religious liberty m turkey, ftijd the lll- 
trcatmeJfc by the local authorities of the Trebisoud Vilayet of an Armenian 1 patent 

despatch No. 2'93 of 

Sd Vo unite with Her Majesty's Embassy in any unofficial representations which it may 
i,c thought advisable to make to the Porte on behalf of the native ) rotestant 

As regards the case of Nicoliki Effeedi, a Petit,on drawn up on behalf oi he 
Pvolcslant 1 community was forwarded to tier Majesty’s Ambassador, and to the Halted 
S 17- SltaXTfor presentation to the Grand Verier, and Sir W. WhUe advised that a 
sljQuId be sent with a similar rainiest to Ilia German Embassy-, It appears, marc 
over, that the Evangelical Alliance contemplated pressing tor the issue of instructions 
i„ connection with the general question ol religious liberty in lurkey, and 
think it therefore right that your Excellency should he in possession (it the correspondence 
which has taken place on the subject. 

(Signed) SALISBURY, 


No. 111. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Fust cm Pasha, 

„ Mi , | Foreign Office, December 10* 1988. 

t HAVE been in communication with the Archbishop of Canterbury on the subject 
of the Momorandum which your Excellency did me the honour to leave wdhmeonhe 

.iii, lt : ' renLiftatintr that Her Majesty's Government would feke slcpa to rcm-nvc the 

{g fetZtim Knehnnes, where he in residing as the guest ot the spiritual 
^“'-SoSTn w^ch this request is made are that Mr. Browne Hus dias#ina»d 

Chief7f‘'.t WbtOTsht 

‘ tn ^Vviirt it, rioht to inform your Excellency that the independent accounts which 

wmmmmmi 

,l0 \£™“nuey and Chnlmeley state that before the arrival of the Vali, outrages df 

the wish of the 1’nrte that Mr. lirewuc should withdraw trom 1^'*™^ 

(Signed) 9ALISRU RY. 


. ft, W White No. icr, m*. W1. «4i dWa. N»p ms. »«f **•§*•« *** Ju ” i,J ' 

.wooilKr 13 and SC; to Jitto, July 3 oml Nmemb.! SO. USA (dvo A|.pwdiJ.‘ 
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No. 112- 

■ Sir H r . White to tl ie Afarguzs 0 /jSffizsitiry.—(Remtied Dtfcem&er 13,) 

{No. 487. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Gamsfan^Vto^kj Hetfluiter 8* 1888. 

A FEW days ago the new Armenian Patriarch called upon rac t and, after 
compliments, alluded to the irritation produced iti high quarter* here in consequence 
of the publication in London of an Armenian newspaper called "Le Haiascbm,” a 
circumstance of which I had heard previously. 

The PartrinicL then mentioned (he Armenian nation, arsd that he hud every reason 
to believe that the Sultan was animated by the most benevolent intentions towards those 
of his subjects who belong to it: but Ids Beatitude added that he was afraid that the tone 
ftdopted by his co-roligionists domiciled in England might interfere with the realization 
of any kina intentions on the part of the Sultan, 

i agreed in this with bis Beatitude, and suggested that, as the legal Chief of 
the Armenian Greg or ions under Ottoman rule, the Patriarch might think it proper to use 
liny inltuencc he might naturally possess villi his countrymen in England, for the 
purpose of inducing them to abstain from making use of irritating language* 

1 have, &e. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE, 


No. US. 

The Marquis of Stilhburjj to Sir IF, White. 

(No, sap*) 

Sir, ' Foreign O^tVe, December 17, 1888* 

I HAVE received your Excellency's despatch No, 48/, Confidential, of the 8th 
instant, reporting n conversation you had hud with the Armenian Patriarch relative 
lo the irritation produced at Constantinople in conned ion with the publication of an 
Armenian newspaper called “Be llaiasdnn;'' and S approve of your having urged his 
Beatitude to use his influence with his countrymen in this country with a view to inducing 
them to abstain from making use of irritating language. 

The question of the " ilniusdim " was referred to a short time ago by Rustem Pasha, 
and in consequence of bis Excellency's representations a Report was obtained from the 
Metropolitan Police on the subject, a copy of width is herewith inclosed for your 
confidential information. 

From this Report il will he seen (bat Lbe newspaper in question is published not in 
London, os stated, hut- at Paris, and in the French language. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 114. 

Sir II- While to the Marquis^ Satistmrif .— (Iteceired December 27*) 

(No. 504.) 

My Lord* December 10, 1888. 

WITH reference to my dc spat dies Nos. 180 and LIES of the 7th ami 11th May 
rcpceiivdyj on the subject of the arrest and trial of a Protestant Annuniim at Erzoroum, 

I have Lbe honour to transmit to your Lordship a further communication which I have 
received from Her Majesty's Consul at Eraeromn reporting that a sentence of exile for 
life has been passed on the prisoner. 

This sentence has been appealed frttm to Constantinople, but aa such a procedure 
may last a very long time in Ibis country it would be extremely hard on a prisoner, 
whoso sentence is exile, to be kept In close con linemen ( during the whole period when 
this appeal is pending. - 

l concur with the view expressed by Colonel Chen mode that the case is not one in 
which wo can interfere by official representations, but the American Minister has likewise 
received a report from the United Stales 1 Consul ut EiKeroum, and takes a warm interest 
in tliis and similar cases, W© linvo agreed tu take such unofficial steps as w© 
properly may ic obtain the liberation of this prisoner on bail pending the trial ol his 
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cause in appeal, when it is hoped the sentence may b© revised in such a way aa to be 
considerably mitigated. 

Of course, even then there would remain an appeal to mercy, 

1 he present sentence is nut of all proportion to the o(fence, and is evidently du© to 
I lie fear of the local Judges of being suspected of indifference in a political cause. 

I believe that my American colleague, Mr, Straus, has spoken to the Grand Viaier, 
and nave instructed Mr* Stavrides to exert himself unofficially In furthering the saine 
object, and I hope in doing this 1 shall meet with your Lordship's approbation, 

1 have, &©. 

(Signed) W A* AYHITF 


Inclosure in No* 114, 

Colonel Cltermside to Sir W, White. 

r nnro , Erserovm t December 6, 1888. 

i HAVE the honour to inform your Excelbncy that the trial of an Armenian 
(I rotes!ant) school teacher under the dreumstances described in lhe despatches of the 
19th April, 28th April, and 14th May has concluded* 

t he pupil teacher mentioned in despatch of the 4th April died in prison in the 
month or August. 

Alter reierence of the preliminary “ dossier 11 to Constantinople the trial of the 
school teacher took place her©. He has been sentenced to exile for life, 

I consider this sentence of quite uncalled-for severity under the circumstances; but 
I quite agreed with the views of the late Acting Consul that it was not-a case In which 
it would bo judicious in any way to interfere, nor in view of the reference to Constanti¬ 
nople would such local interference have been likely lo have any desirable result* 

fhe Rev. W. Ohetiibcrs, however, your Excellency will remember, wished the 
Acting Consnl to interfere, and his manner and remarks to myself have given me the 
impression that lie considered fleets action n duty which my predecessors would not have 
neglected* I have therefore though! it- right to give yo-ur Excellency my opinion as 
above. 

I have Sec. 

(Signed) ' HERBERT CHERMK1DE. 


No, 115. 

Sir i E * White to ike Marquis of Saliahtirp,—-(Received December 27.) 

(No. 510,) 

.My Lord. ^ CbnsWtmojjJffj December 22, 1888. 

1 IIAA E the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship copy of a despatch l have 
received from Her Majesty's Coiisid-ficneral at. Beyrout respecting the eorreption in the 
administration of the district of Lnttakin. 

i have, &e* 

(Signal) AY. A. AV1IITE, 


Inclosure l in Nik 115. 

Consul-General Etdrid$i to Sir W. While, 

Sir, Begrout t December 8, 1888, 

1 HAA r E the honour to transmit herewith, for your Excellency's information, 
copy of a despatch. Confidential, of the- 34th ultimo,^vUich 1 have received From 
Mr. Vice-Consul Vitale complaining of the abuses and corruption existing in the 
administration of the district of Lnttakia. 

An opportunity having presented itself, I brought the substance of the complaints, 
without entering into details, to the knowledge of Ah Pasha, the AVali, and his 
Excellency promised me that bo would cause see re l. inquiries to bo made on the spot, 
but that, m any case, the present Mutoss&rif would not remain more than a month m 
his present post* 

[5*5] 2 F 


■ 
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I was carftM to conceal tho name of my informant, as M. Titalo, "being a kmd- 
nwner in the dstrict, might find his interests compromised if if were known that lie had 
furnished me in formation, I therefore told All Pasha that I had obtained it from one 
of mv correspondents. 

i have* 

(Signed) 


&c* 

G. 


JACK30K ELDRIDfe 


Inclosure 2 in No. 115* 


(Confidentielle.) 

M* lc Consul--General, 


Vite-CQft&ul Vitule to CoiumfcQentral Eldridge, 



hrittaiptirfy ft 24 Novembr& t 1 B&S. 

■* situation do ce 

.. mi s’occupe des 

'administration do 

Ull til I- ^ H^UU 4 , 1 /k M |W“ %» -- ~ ’ A 

in cst bien loin d^tro s&tistPSflttiCr _ , . 

‘ " Cepcndant^c crois devoir you* Mumefctre mon present rapport-, par M 

pcrmotLm KOuUent do vou. oonilrmor cc qui prcoMc «»» toT'SSS 
quo la situation vu pirc quo jamais, at (lo vuus souinctlre dee last* quo je two* do 

""corai'uos&urito publiquo il n’y a pa-s deux atois / E H ^e* 

TOls out eu lieu a deux nu trola heures do distunes de wtto vslto, ct jo rt D mi.te do dm 
nulls out passd onmnic inapoi^us par lea autorites lurctlGs. (A« m t 

Le premier saaassinat a eu Hen au village do It. ,1 ( 5 - Ardsuividu 

de llMe), ot pendant qu f il y dfctit; lo deuxrime dans ma propidlA, ou il a du 

Efe tone . 0 * vole qui out lieu, nude jo no P «h m 

ra’ompfieher de (Hire mention cl’un soul; coin; d uuc pairs do bomb‘ T“ SU5 * u 
t-oUfesiui (M. Morons) avait fait vonir d'Autioclio, ot quo Jos Toleurs «nk tmohC son 
i 'TmiUvi'E* ?h Winiii nr in 6 c une trfis ijfitite distflUCfi do to villo- 

li. llnroos a 6& loi-mftno prior 1« Mife»sftrif d’envoyor quclqucs gcnitarm<w itoiK 
I'l-sraiir (1’attrailer ins volours ot Ini rentlm sea boaufs, inrun son Excellence a dci.l .in, la 
*3m SSSlX qull ini feat une reqfte « V™ 4 Rtusao 

Ko nouTont faire autrcinent, U. Moroos a faigpresonter lof 
trois lours a® que sou ompldyd fut appeld mips du .luge d Instruction pour Kura 

lino premium ddpodtipn sur cot incident. traverser la 

Dans f,d interfile les vohu.i* ont>eii natureomen 
montane ot all or vtndro lea bteufr h 5 Lama ou wltoui*, todis que XL purwiH 

" f>n ^uSfi p- 1 crils'l^Sr informer d’unc manure couMeniiello quo lc Miitosmri^ 
nui sranibr ^rnlathm de suUornatir.n, «**£»»"££ 

Inccovd ovee sot. Tolinur Agassi (Major de Ocn.b.rn.cne), 

Choikli Youssif Zoabari, un fitmeux itrlsend .yusnr.vidi, «t qu \ 

iVri nrovient do «:t! slug lo A lute an [ a t.oupurs unc grande r6pugimimo ft 
l.oursuivregies irolcurs, ct qu*ft a lieaucqup de aympathio pour le I’idiour Agassi, ct quo 

i)dui-oi ost inti moment lid nvcu Zoubai'i* , . n jR, Lmn1f nrPnlVfl eat nire 

En eo qui iwbde Ibdministration do la justice, ]e puis amiiwi quoUoest pin, 

iju’on no pout lo oroire. En vous soumettaut un scul la.t M jipm do ce qu d 
,,n ei f n llalwte £tran-cr uoiuttio Zogorti avait fife uuc action an Tribunal j it lui tut 

on rirdsoncc flu CmU, President du Tribunal, do lui rendro son argoiU 1 ““ 

fl~iS pas son alfaivc. Co dernier lui rdpondit sans aueuuo bout® quil navait [as 

''““Xuohd'do son laugage lo Mobussibdji lui domic l’argoot, inais lo Cadi ot lo 


Submit m ont passfi aoiB siloueo pet incident tout gravo ot tout compromettant qipil 

Par ce qui prdcMc vous .^c* jugw, M* le Conaul-Gdodml, des prmcipnux 
fouttiomuxcs^de ce Mutearxtlik et eomment so font lea affaires dans toutei log 
branches do i Adinifustmtion do oo payy ■ 

Jo dens vous. soumettre dgaloment quo jo m’apoi^ois quo depuis quclque temps en 
cherehe i\ pwger leg bureaux de 1 auborit^ locale do rdl^meut Chrdticn, 

Aubsi, tout Clir^ticn qui fait uno action oontre un Mtiaulman par-dovant les 
Irihunaux mt sur dc la perdre et lea prbtdg^s Euroyens sont los plu.s mil traits, 

tifiCi ofailt aoereii nnr lrs MiiEnlumna An. n«*+a .f*Ha c«i-f __r:i.. .1... ‘ . 


1 ^meajer u tout ceci 1 faudmit changer non settlement lo Mutenrif mah 
..nunc lo Cadi.le Bdys Djw#, lc fubstitut, ct lo Tabour Agassi; ae qui. du icste, 

nc mi. jimsitt pas probable dans los circonsfanoes actiiellcs mars co qui est v-raimont 
necossaine. 1 

.! ’ni, &c, 

(Signs) N. VITALE. 
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APPENDIX. 


Correspondence respecting the Election of a Vekil for the 
Protestant Community in Turkey. 


No. i. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received May 5.) 

M^TorP Constantinople, April 26, 1888. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a communication which 1 recent y 

received from Mr, Sellar, Chairman of the Constantinople Branch o. the Ew™" 
Alliance, complaining of the refusal of the Porte to recogmae the election of a _JeU or 
Civil Head for the Protestant community in Turkey, mad stating that ° 

Religious Affairs was of opinion that tlienew Vekil should bo regarded as the representative 
of those native Protestants only who reside at Constantinople. r ± 

Having caused inquiries to be made at the office of the Directeur dcs Cuiles a to 
the truth of these allegations, 1 learnt that the Evangelical Alliance was altogether 
mistaken respecting the intentions of the Sublime Porte, as the Director thinks that the 
Vekil should be on exactly the same footing as his predecessor, and should he regarded as 

representative of the whole Protestant community of the Empire. 

1 I have informed Mr. Belter of this fact, and also of the action I had taken m 
requesting the Grand Vizier to defer the confirmation of the Vekd jjgfftjjjjj^ a ? 
the Notables until the Protestants had come to an understanding amongst themselvM. 

! inclose two Memoranda on this subject by Sir A. Sandisoti and Mr. 
which your Lordship will perceive that whilst carefully abstaining tram am mterterenc 

the rival Protestant sects in 

willingness to give my unofficial support towards the confirmation ol a \ ekil as soon 
one should have been selected by the community, ^ ^ ^ 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


Inclusurc 1 in Ho, 1. 

Constantinople Branch of Evangelical Alliance io Sir W, While* 

Constantinop^ April 0, 1888. 

YOUR Excellency is already aware that the imperial Government him i ^ ^ 
recognize the election "of a Vekil or Civil Head for the Protean mjey 

made by the National Council duly chosen for the purpose of this elechoi, 
that it has taken into consideration the names of candidates tar th.a offi 
,u p nrt(i bv certain individuals residing m this city, who have not, nor assume to na S 

&tWSf5J»Sgi*a 

the 1 opinion that the Vekil should be considered as the representative ot those rotesta 

°" |J ’ ^sStS^tSSSm -* ■*- ° [ ii « **»« : v SStsS St 

Protestant Vekil is an innovation; at variance with the terms of the first V^amJ b 

Lo°rd awley tn 1847); at variance with the Mrmun obtained by Lord Stratford 
[525] 


te. 
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de Rcdcliffe in 1350, which gives the community the right to elect a Vekil, whose seal 
jimst be appended to all documents concerning the Protestant community presented to 
the Sublime Porte; at variance with the Imperial TIatt, appointing the first Vekil of the 
Protestant Millet or nationality (in 1853); and at variance also with the custom of 
the Sublime Porte since that time in always addressing the Vekil as the Vekil of the 
Protestant Millet, in furnishing the successive Vckils with the seal of 11 1he Protestant 
Millet," in giving to the Vekil repeated and written assurances that the Protestant 
nationality stands on an equality os to privilege with the other nationalities of the 
Empire, a nd in assigning to himself personally, even in the presence of I lis Imperial 
Majesty Lhe Sultan, a place on tbe same looting with the Greek and Armenian 
Patriarchs, the Grand Rabbi, and other Heads of non-Moslem nationalities. 

The Evangelical Alliance throughout the world, in its lively interest in the principle 
of religious liberty, cannot fail to view with deep concern the adoption by the Sublime 
Porte of any policy which tends to destroy the organization of this community, and 
to deprive it of the precious liberties and the honourable position obtained for it through 
the intervention of Her Majesty' f a Government, and so often and ably defended by tho 
predecessors of your Excellency in your illustrious office, 

\Yc would, therefore, without delaying to bring this matter to the notice of the Councils 
of the Alliance, solicit your Excellency’s good offices with the Imperial Government in de¬ 
fence of the Protestants of Turkey against any infringement of their rights a* an organized 
nationality, by the appointment of a Vekil whose official relations are limited to residents 
of Constantinople, and in whose selection the community has had no voice, and, on the 
other band, in favour of their right to elect, by their duly authorized representatives, a 
Vekil who shall hold the same official relations and exercise the same functions as the 
previous incumbents of this office. 

Should further information of the new turn ot affairs to which we have alluded seem 
desirable, we shall be happy to wait on your Excellency at any time convenient to 
yourself. 

"We remain, Sac, 

fin behalf of the Constantinople Branch of the Evangelical Alliance), 
{Signed) WILLIAM SELLAR, German. 

AVEEIS CONSTANTIAN. 
HENRY 0. DWIG1 IT, Senary. 


Inclosore 2 in No. 1. 

Aftffflcrandum by Eir A Suiuftsum 

1 HAVE the honour to submit that, under the provisions of the Firmans granted to 
flic Protestant community, the native Protestants have lhe unquestionable right o 
electing their own Vekil as the representative of the whole communitY throughout the 
Empire, Therefore, if the Mcrzulub Mudiri has actually stated that the Vekil, to the 
opinion of the Ottoman Government, should be regarded! as tho representative or those 
Protestants only who reside in Constantinople, then the Protestant community of the 
nation at large has no representative at all. This point, however, must be clearly 
elucidated, namely, whether and in what manner the Mcraihib Mud in has made the above 
statement, or if lie merely said that the Vekil to represent the nation shoidd be elected 
by the Notables of Constantinople instead of by the National Council 

] beg to add that, in accordance with your Excellency B instructions, L have asked 
the Grand Vizier to postpone the election of a Vekil until the Protestants set Lied their 
differenccE in regurd to the mode of election; and we have since been waiting tor 

information as to tins arrangement they have come to. 

To my knowledge, ai least, the Imperial Government has not pressed any iui icr 
the reappointment and confirmation of the Vekil already elected by tho w io 

would certainly, in the opinion of the said Notables at least, represent the> whok nation, 

J (Signed) A. SANDISQN. 

Peru, April 13 , 1888 . 


Inclosure 3 in No. 1. 

McBUJfimduift by Mt * Block, 

WITH reference to the communication from the Evangelical Alliance of the 9th 
April concerning the election of a Protestant Vekil, I have the honour to *utte, rcterrmg 


first to the Minute on your Memorandum of the 13th April, that 1 have ascertained at 
the office of ihe Director dcs Cultes (Merzahib Mudiri), that the Sublime Porte does not 
hold that the Vekil elected and appointed shall be considered us Vekil for the Protestants 
of Constantinople only, but holds that he shall be the Vekil lor the Protestants of the 
Empire ; ho shall be on the same footing as the former Vekil, Agop. EfTcndi. Having 
ascertained this, which is in direct contradiction to the statement which forms the basis 
of the communication of the Evangelical Alliance, 1 asked Mr. William Sellar, the 
Chairman of the Constantinople Branch of the Alliance, to call at the Embassy, and 1 
informed him of the above fact, and then of all Her Majesty*# Embassy bad done with 
regard to the nomination of a Vekil; and amongst other things, of the fact that Sir A. 
Sandison had asked the Grand Vizier to defer the confirmation of the Vekil already 
elected by the Notables, vifj, M. Boyadjian, until the Protestants bad come to an agree¬ 
ment amongst themselves; and that his Excellency the Ambassador could not interfere 
in the differences unfortunately exiting amongst the Protestants themselves, although 
his Excellency was prepared to lend them such unofficial support ns lie properly could 
when the community had decided on their Vckifi in order to have this election confirmed 
by the Porte. 

Mr. Sellar admitted that he did not know all that had passed, and that he would 
inform tho Evangelical Alliance, which, like Her Majesty’s Embassy, took a broad view 
of the question, and declined to interfere in the dinferences existing in the community, 
however much it might regret their existence. Mr. Sellar said the Branch Alliance did 
not intend that such great importance should be attached to their communication which 
they had been induced to make, not knowing thoroughly what had already passed on the 
subject between Her Majesty's Embassy and the Porte, in consequence of a deputation 
to them on behalf of a number of native Protestants. 

(Signed) ADAM BLOCK. 

Peru, April ID, 1S88. 


No. 2. 

Mr, Sirojioe to the Marquis of Salisbury .—{Rtfcrived June 30.) 

(No, 343.) 

My Lord, Tfterapia, June 22, 1888, 

WITH reference to Sir W, White's despatch No. 187 of the 26ih April, I have the 
honour to report that, by Iiia Excellency’s direction, Mr. Block had an interview with 
tho Grand Vizier on the 22nd ultimo respecting the difficulties which have arisen in 
regard to the election of a Protestant Vekil 

Mr. Block urged the necessity of the Porto taking some decision as 1 the mode ol 
election, and His Highness showed a very favourable disposition in the my.:ter, 

I have the honour to inclose copy of Mr. Block's Report of his conversation. 

1 have, &c, 

(Signed) FRANCIS STRONGE. 


Inclosurc in No. 2. 

MifFuoravi^um by Mr, Block, 

l HAVE the honour to state that I have naked the Grand Vidor yesterday if it waa 
true, as Dr, Alexandrian has informed Her Meqesty's Embassy, that the election of 
M. Bovadjinn os Protestant Vekil, which Sir A, Saudison had begged His Highness not 
to recognize for the present, had been sent to the Palace for the Imperial sanction, ilia 
Highness said such was not the case. Djcvdct Pasha had sent the papers to him, but 
His Highness had returned them* 

I then said to His Highness that it appeared desirable to decide upon the mode of 
election of a Protestant Vokil, which is uncertain and disputed by the Protestants 
them solves. 

That your Excellency thought that as long na they think they hayo a grievance 
they will perpetually ask the British Government to appeal on their behalf, but if the 
Porte decided once for all the mode of election of a Vekil representing the Protestants 
of the Empire, they will have no just cause for complaiEit, 1 asked His Highness if he 
would consent to receive a deputation or a Memorandum on the part ol some oi the 
leading Protestants of the Empire, (I refrained From using the word +t National 
Council “ a^ I knew that the Grand Vizier aud the Sublime Porte denied its existence.) 


















ii i ttio iTEtrlinf^q 4heir views as to the mode of ejection supported by 

T 1 hese would submit to His . u y t \, en by himself or after consulting 

Minister of Public Worship>, <md there i would be ^„ bo ,. t the convcrso- 

to show „ friendly disposition writ. regard to the electa of ^ BLOCK. 

Pera, May 23, 18BB. _ _ 


No, 3. 

Evangelical Alliance ia Foreign Office—{Received June 30.) 

R . 7 t Adam Street, Strand, London , June 29, 18 *®' 

° TOP Council of the Evangelical Alliance instruct me to send the inclosed copies oi 
letters rc^tl^TedfemT o« Contatmc^ ^'ncod for 

SSK in“fe 11 uction of the Tnrtdph eetherife in the matter el 

liberty. , j t,, tjjo* that Lord Salisbury !im called the attention of' Her 

MajcSl Cbi^tor at Constantinople to the subject, and the aceonu.any.ng tan- 
meats are sent for your informnta. ^ 

(Signed) A. J* AENQLU, 


Inelosuru 1 in No. 3. 

The Rev, Dr. Dwight to Evangelical Alliance, London. 

Constantinople, April 27, 1838- 

( MEANWHILE another matter has «$# us some anxiety. The Protestant 
community, after 1<>4 detey^wj» ; *t!a^^^»dhy^e»Tho°Clouncil oi 

i*swpB|WFKSSbtf ik =i 

&5u?£ &ai u,,— trutsrssuFt 

forward the claim that the authorwa ion * jimmi** whom the Government would 
suggestion ol' sevci'aU^ndidak^ t^Us & ^ f th f r ^bts of the community, nud 

make choice of the Vebl 1 lh .f vc f L £ l e f lh}^Ws Ambmador. 

has. 1 believe, been abandoned hrooghdm£0*1 o^ J 

But the Porte lias iound means to tn^cuL ,.o uu, a J w^ili of authorizing 

M ,o a disappointed candidate for holding a new 

him to call a meeting ei lus onpitoi ern ■ . I ims of curse gave 

“election. 11 The meeting so called, consisting ol aenu mi y y - , ^ 

tlF^s for their A 

Porte is now pleased to call this abiding ,■ | : ; +h e community, and has 

nud no mandate from the community, evidence oi d v j on m ^o C^uy 

intimated that the election of » Vck.l «not be legal ignored, 

liy this means the Council of the community has bee , f £*? 

and the election deterred without day. confe ' ,° rp . „ ^ t t j Vekft be chosen by 
nance of the rights of the Evangel,cul » *hote J and » 

the legally confuted My oi ronrejeiitutiyoB ol *• c > n f ik(J 

believe that any interference with ibis right i*vtafatt, merely auome 
opposition of the GovertuneM to any choice of a \ tkU, 


nr 


Iqqlnsuru 2 in No, 3, 


The Rev. R, Chambers to Evangelical Alliance. 

My dear Sir, London, June 1$, 1888 ; 

I BEG to place before the Executive Committee of the Alliance e few tacts bearing 
upon the condition of the Christian subject? of the Porte in Koordistan* The Turkish 
Government lias had suspicions with reference to the Armenians of the city and 
surrounding district of Van for years pant. Since last Ml there has been an excessive 
development of suspicious feeling on the part of the Government toward Horpoot 
Diarbekir, Egm, Erainjart, and Erzeroum, as well as Van. For about five months the 
officers of the Government have been active in arresting and keeping in conlineinent 
Christians of the various districts mentioned. Chris!tan travellers entering by any of the 
roads leading to the cities nlmve named, or oven wishing to go outside of the city, ftre 
seized and searched. In case of being found in possession of books or manuscript 
documents, they arc imprisoned until the books and documents may he translated and 
examined. Often the examination consumes much time, and. it frequently happens that 
a man against whom absolutely nothing is proved is detained indefinitely in prison, i 
know personally of several such cases in jfrzerouin. Of course, it may he that there are 
individuals who seek for variant ends to stir up the Christian populations against the 
Government, but I am intimately acquainted with the fricudw und association^and halnfs 
of thought of several of the political prisoners* ami am sure that the suspicions ol the 
Government in reference to them arc entirely foundationless, 

Some of the prisoners in Van have been tortured, though both the Government and 
the Armenian Patriarch (as 1 understand) deny the charge; others have baoctj nml are 
being, abused by being cast into unclean cells containing scores of Kurdish iijiu other 
Moslem ruffians, murderers, &C,, who do not full to vent their evil feelings upon t. nr i sin ms, 
especially priests and school teachers, who arc charged with conspiracy against JIaliom- 

A pupil of the Erzemmn Missionary High School was imprisoned about the 1st April 
1^1 a nd on the lOLli of that month the head teacher of the school was cml into prison. 
Mv brother, Rev, W. X. (Members* a British subject and missionary oi the American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, in Principal oi the school, and " L \^ U: 
always very careful that no rule of the Government be contravened in the ae look Bui 
it happened that the pupil referred to compiled a song in which he referred in severe 
levins to the Turks. This coinposition he brought to the teacher tor correction o! 
grammatical mistake^ The teacher, while making corrections, warned t=ne pupd ngjunst 
such compositions, and ordered him to destroy it. This the pupil Jaded to do. and the 
manuscript being found on his person he was imprisoned, and shortly fttterwaids the 
teacher was raized* They are both under very close eoufummeut, not hemg permitted, 
according to my Intent information, to speak even with their guards, ihe people oi the 

country arc in a state of panic. ^ , 

Britisli influence has been greatly weakened in Kurdistan. Flie ViccA onsuh are 
often insulted both by Governors and underlings; and us British influence decreases, the 

stiffcrhifffi if the Christian populations increase. , 

Hoping tlmt through your eflbrts British influence may be brought to bear for the 

..melioration of the condition of Christian In Tarkay, Uoi^&c. r mimA 


No. 4. 

Foreign Office to Evangelical Alt knee. 

FffTtigfi Office, July 3, 1888. 

K l!l r AM directed by the Marqib of Salisbury to acknowledge with thanks your letter 
of the 29th ultimo, with its inelosures, relative to the state of affairs tn KurdiEtau and to 
ttic oneation of the appointment of a Vckil for the native Protestant community 
j h 'r lir Uoy : mid I am to inform you that copies of these papers will tie lurwauled to Hm 

Majesty’s Ambassador at Constantinople. ^ 

(Signed) * " JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 
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Sir IT. (r/ilfe to the Marquis of Salisbury—{Received September 22.) 

Ms^Lord" Th?rapia> September 11, 1888. 

KEFBBRit^G to Mr. Stronger despatch No. 343 of the 23rd June last to your 
Lordship concerning the election of a Protestant Yckil, 1 have the honour to state tliat 
I have not ceased to press the Porte to proceed to this election in an impartial marine) n 
and in a way satisfactory and acceptable to the community in general. 

Tam “L informed? that the election of a certain M. Boyadjmr.has been Approved 
by the Council of Minister*, and bis name bus been sent to the Palace for Imperial 

sanction^ ^ f ^ ^ j, Boyadjian has the reputation of being a capable, ™orgetic, 
and inlluentiiil man, yet he docs not, unfortunately, meet with the approval of the entire 
native Protestant community ; and a section of the Protestant Armenians ms been 
urging me to induce the Porte to revere their decision as to tins gentleman a election, 
\UHou™h a. Long as it was only the mode of election winch mb *■ matter of 
dheuasion I felt able to lend my unofficial support to the community at large, yet when, 
™ mattT' hss bee ,),«0 a personal one, 1 do not consider that my intervention on 
behalf of either section against the other would be either opportune or efficacious. 

In order,however, that your Lordship may, in case oi need, be furnished with thy 
views of both parties on this subject, I have asked either party to send me a Memorandum 
aettimr forth its views. Of these Memoranda 1 have the honour to mclosc copies, and, 
\mk*z \ receive special instructions from your Lordship, 1 shall make no further 

rcoresentations to the Porte as to this election. __ T1 m u* 

The result of my non-intervention will be that the election of M, Boyadjian will ba 
approved b»U : and it might be ml]1 that the Protestant Armory shmrtd 

[l0 L sCl (,j e their diirerencGH, and should use M. Boyadjian a influence with the LurkisLi 
Government to obtain the Constitution they have so long desired and which they hs|e 
SSobocn unable to obtain; in that Constitution the mode of election will be settled 

i()r 'Tn-oidilbe" 1 to add that whilst it is tree that Her Majesty’s Embassy did succeed irt 
obtainin'' from “lie Porte the first recognition of the native Protestants as a separate 
community, yet it would be, I believe, wiser and more advantageous that, * S ' L 

eoZuni Via in need of assistance, the other Prot&font foreign representatives at Con- 
stTTnopl* should lie asked to unite with this Embassy m any unofficial representations 

of the native Ottoman Protestant community does not 
auiiGrtr to devolve on Tier Majesty's Embassy by any particular ' reaty arrangement ; and 
it luay so easily Lead to miseouceptien, that it ought, if posable, be avoided, on obvious 

groundsel ^ JjL.j lvith , b(! Pr „lestant cemetery bore the different Powers 
interested net jointly; and a similar course appears to recommend itself ns regards the 
Protestant community. , ha & c . 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


in closure 1 in No. 5. 

Statement » th» Elution. tf ti F'eltiJ/or th* PndMjjmt Community m the Ottoman &npire. 

AT the moment when Her Britannic Majesty's Embassy had obtained Urn 
of the Sublime Porte to the formation of the Protestant* m l urkeyintoad^DctaDd 
organised conunmiitv, with privileges somewhat analogous to Omaoot lie other Chr sttti 
OCPomUhHics in the Empire, His Imperial Majesty the Sultan did not grant to be sard 
tonimunilv to direct its internal atlsirs or to define its relations with the bubli , I 
•uw written Statute or Constitution, nor did the help oi. Her Bntnuiuc . 

Embassy in recent years succeed in its attempt to obtain 

enable as to form an impartial opinion upon the present difficulties , 'L 

community, the courae the Imperial Government couul enaticed in ouT preccdiug oIcc^ a, 
as well i custom in other communities during election &, coxae to be 
importance. 
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After the recognition by the Sublime Porte of the formation of the Protestan 
community, the NftabloB thereof then residing in Constantinople came together ami 
nominated Stepan Etfendi to he theiv Civil Head, and the Sublime Pprte appointed 
him to the office with the title of “Vakil of the Protestant Community f Alter uss 
death, which occurred in 1865, four member* of the community were summoned t.o the 
Ministry of Police, and were asked by n. superior official to mention him there find then 
three or four names of notable members in the community, in order that the Sublime 
Porte might appoint one of them to be Stepan EGeucli's successor* GbasarOS Davood 
Efftndi, hia name being one of the three or four tlien mentioned, was soon after 
appointed Yckil, but his career rk such did not go further than about two jeers, he being 

dismissed by the Sublime Porto. „ t » 

Thereupon the Bcylikdji Bey, at that time having charge of tho Public w orship 
Department, requested the attendance in his office of some of the Notables of the com¬ 
munity, and, as in the preceding election, asked them to mention Jim there and then 
three names, one out of whom would be appointed by the Sublime Parte. These 
gentlemen rcque&Ung time to be able to weigh the matter well, jnd withdrawing to their 
office, reported in three names, among which that of Hngop MatUossian Life nth, who 

Thu s it ts^Bcenthat the dominant principle in our preceding elections lias beeu, 
according to the Sublime Porte, election by the Notables oi the community in Con¬ 
stantinople^^ would be incomplete were 1 not to mention here that as regards the 
last two elections, and iu consequence of a certain omount of clique action that had 
taken place iu both, 1 Lave been from the first against i ns way of election, ansi a 
strenuous defender of the principle of giving a due share in the matter of election to the 

Protestants residing out of the capital. ... 

I need to refer only briefly to what concerns the customs of other communities 
The Notables of the Greeks, in conclave with ecclesiastical bodies by certain de™“ 

methods of voting, elect three candidates whose names are KSf^fd E “ | . f l ^S a 8 £”S 
LW.O and if no objection h raised against any of them, the High Synod <4 the LLmreu 

pre&ito vTCW whichever of the three names obtains the highest number ot 
votcs^is dedrned detted^i ^ the last twenty-five years they have a written 

(’nnatitutioTi ^milted and sanctioned by Imperial Imd£, by wbicft then House ol Hi. 
smZtivcs is aeUmrikd to elect the Patriarch; but before they proceed »*>**« 
llcctoiiistica! and Civil National Councils have several meetings separately and conjointly, 

and finally select three candidates, and the representative body have no nght ut to 

elect one if these three. It remains only to mention that the two-tlurda ot the 180 

m^itnCf hiSTfW but flndh* out finally that in 
cons “ot tl^Xove-me,.Lionel! irregularis in his *cta*e«* 

operation of tho so in wboM help he stood m need ho fiftded to give in In?! r s gua 
lion, whicli, being accepted by the community, was forwarded 10 tile Mini fy r>i Justice 

““ d As b wecouhi U not S ce the affairs of the community altogether abandoned and left 
isiHitml [luv Pintle we aQmmatei an Executive Committee composed ot mzm " 

fhey boineres dents of Coustautinople, to lake charge of 

iwL unanimously elected Ohiirman of the Oomnutteo, and the lirat th g we u a ecu 

viiayet, #^>08 y h#v!ng ) css than 5,000 Protestants should appoint one Deputy, 

U ‘° ee 2 h That * to * ft0 ' to t,l ° ## ’ ,wk “ ° E 

each elerting centre. ^ ^ ^ tlmt t5ie5r appointee be a resident of 

residing in Cnnstuntinople. and urge their election; at the same time, we requested the 
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i. ..4-1 «■>•» • ^ss ssatiBevi 

™» fbasy^s-* f-js ;-ir;a“ 

BMmtWe Committee ceased to exist. 1 ^“LK, amioii.led Chairman. 

SS£ T tni «»■■ - » »*> "Mt"-* 

-"ass. •. rM-trea &££•!■& 

nominate a successor to Matti^si«n ld b 1 tlw best wa>-, in my opinio, to 

1 would accept the office of Yeki, ami winch *ouWJJ* ( t J; | Q ^oW (:£J uld 

proceed in the matter of elect ten. ^ ™? eT ® 1 , ' , ( i ™,>i,d point of their inquiry, I 

I take upon myddi the dutic^ " £! k °counsel with the Notables of Constantinople, and 
thought the best way would ho to take c - Renreaonthtive Council would 

thus prepare a Ibk of throe or lour mM>I ‘«"*“££*" °“ e minted VAIl 
elect one oat of these ami V^t it to £0 &£*«. the Council 

Bsfeea these private conversations, ,*<we D ^ ul "- , ■ lin „ wlt f m c Notables of 
insisted upon the propriety ol comics ■« _ JisnJcused with tlic coarse the repre- 
Constontinople who Wre «PteW»S t ' ,e “ a ^ e moj Sritv of the Council refused the 
Bontabvos were uitendipg to ad opt. 1 ^ ^ Lho ** sifting without the 

sars SB3&& Sfftstff* »*» * 1 —*— 

* *fS “!Sw .a, kJhwr “*• ‘‘Tf tTtftCiSS 

two of the first three elections because they had 

together ex parte, 1 have non 1 .lrliv'd agnins ■ . • ltv ^Uyoting to its cause both 

body whom i had acknowledged i) us»uniii>e -■ ■ ’hit intention was to arrive to a 
time and pecuniary aid; hut m assuming the ^{ ^gLT S Ule wtu mumly out of 
medium h, giving, on one Intel.> >»» ^"L ^y^^uLedonls hy acting 
the capital, and 011 the ollun, to imilo llB i. lu ti,imile~iho only system acknowledged 
with the co-operation of tho ^otfifecrf J fc ^ ^ last 

by the Imperial Government. 1.»ouU1 hi lunnmg ? u „ f lllc 81D1C nature as 
election, though earned out b> on «l>™^"tamos > humble thinking, a 

those of GhaMlua and Mattiossian Mendis t lias abou (Mjjy . io#s ^ ifgbt 
deep colouring ol yartv action, nn» 1 . .' desired a representative system 

stew *ri«s K l 5 Sftsi&yssta 

approval of the Sublime IVte and tho sanction of 

m It would he hut fair here to mention that *he Ow*l » gfg ll # , J&u*. 0 f 

13lb August, 1854, had informed the ,t affairs of the 

the Representative Council to be elected wo“d h* to 0 e. w theroof have 
comnml.it;-, and proceed to (he to the methods 

been received l from toe Soblunc ort _ k '/ formation il-elf -of the representative body had 
to be adopted for the election, andi as the- twimitwn g W rf Ul ^ Deputies had taken 
not the bLinctiou ol the Sublime ortt and a. ., b , oug ^ t tg have taken into 

place, as staled above, in a soI*** S?ro1 \mVhmlittolioweS the example of other 
consideration the Qpanaeh vikieb were ten » i±datefl nil the Protoai&nts m 

Clirittlian communilies in tho «mltor o m>™S md the 

Constantinople would have been eonLihale , an ^ ^ th| Council did 

competeucy of the ll«pre«mtat.ve ‘^, 1 ^ ^ it ignored altogether the 

not act iu the way we expected it lo do, and mort. capi. a y “ » ^ u( - |\ 10Be lslat . 

rights of llio Protestants “ f 11,6 Ar hcM - date lim'wth (99th) Uceomher, 

named protested immediately by ft i “ ’ ; f the said body- 

I8H7h gainst the proceedmga ol the Council urn. re _ _ 

l To accept- the resigmuiou of the newly c ceteU \ ^kil , 

2, r l'u prepare a list of camlhlatos to the ofhcial ; aiul 

To proceed to a new election. i a ken into consideration 

I’hui; it will be clear that had the ItepTcaenta difliculty would 

the claims of the Protestant* in legidify of its 

oh)rimor w °^ te£ ’ ^ 


of .Tnflliee and Public Worship to be appointed a$ Vekfli The Ministry rejected to 
appoint him, and the rejection was based on the ground— 

1, That the Sublime Pol'&c has never aeknowfdeged a Hepresentative Council of the 
Proto stunted as no Imperial fradd baa ever keen issued to that effect, while the preceding 
Vckite have been presented by the H Notables ’* of the community; andj 

2* Because in the preceding elections the Notables have presented at least three 
names* and the Sul dime Porte appointed one of them. 

For these reasons the Mazbaiu of the Council was rejected, At the same time, the 
members of the community who opposed tho election by the Council protested, by 
presenting an “ IstidaV* to the Ministry* begging rejection of the Mazbata, and rcqucstiiijS; 
that the rights of the residents in Constantinople may bo taken into due consideration. 

As what concerns to tim rights of the residents in Constantinople there are two 
important points >o be taken into consideration:— 

X. As the Vekil resides in Constantinople* naturally the community of the capital 
have to hear most of the burden of too Vekihrte* 

2. Thu Vekil is not only the general Civil Ee&d of the Protestant community 
throughout the Empire, but also at the same time the special oifrracer of the local 
conecrns in Const-antinople, just in the same way that the Vckils appointed in the other 
cities of the Empire take charge of the local eon corns of the place where they are 
elected. 

Now, in the said cities the local Vukit is elected only by the residents, while, if wc 
admit the view of the Representative Council, w F e residents of Constantinople shall be 
obliged to have for our local interests a Ybkil elected for us without our participation 
in one way or another in the election; and while the said Council has no competency 
whatever to elect the Yekils of the other cities, it ought not to have the right to elect 
ours without our consent or control„ 

As I have already mentioned, had the Council admitted this view* and permitted the 
Notables in Constantinople to have a wort of control in the matter of election, all the 
difficulty would have been removed. The Council could have published the names of 
candidates, or could ask some other body to present it a certain number of candidates^ 
aiul then it could have proceeded itself to the election, Suit as it did not act in this way 
there wore two parties formed, mid (hose who opposed the election wore considered by 
the Ministry of Justice and Public Worship to be in the right, After the rejection of 
the Muzbata? the Ministry gave instructions to both parties to come together, and present 
it two names at least, but the Council insisted on its sole right as electing body, and on 
the legality of its former proceedings, After n great many efforts on our part to arrive 
to an understanding with the Council by nmtoal concessions;, or by submitting the 
pending difference to an arbitration, and especially to tout ot Her Brilnimic Majesty's 
Embassy; seeing that nil our offers were rejected by the said Council, and tliat our 
efforts of two mouths had had no results, and seeing also that we could not leave our 
community without a Civil Head, in accordance with the instructions of the Ministry, we 
invited all the Notables of the community residing in Constantinople, including ike 
member* of ilie Council, to come and take part in the election ot two candidates to lie 
pre&ited to the Sublime Porte. The meeting was gathered* and the tm names presented 
were tkoHC of Btaprion^udiMinaBSiau,aT3teputyi and my own, mid a Report m this sense 
was signed ami presented to the Ministry of Justice and Public|YTom1i!p, which considered 
uitr election as legal, and altogether in accordance with its instructions, 

l venture to think that it will be evident from the preceding lines that our attack 
has been against the method of the late election and net against representative system, 
which wo respect and would sustain it aa long as it would act within the limits of its 
ijcrhfc as established by usage and in conformity with customs prevail mg m other 
comummta. As mentioned above, I have been from the first momenta partisan of 
general representation of the whole community, but this representation must respect the 

unwritten law’ so long as it- has no written law r . 

As for myself personally, as I have already stated, I did not wish to assume the 
itulies and responsibilities ot Yekit on account of my personal occupations, which migt L 
he hindered by the office, lint the Notables who have presented my mime were of 
Opinion th*t> being personalty acquainted with Government officials, l was fit to fill the 
1 dace and after much hesitation, nulfiMiai vokna, 1 could not withdraw myself, at leant, tor 
the moment, notwithstanding my unwillingness to till the office. Could there bo lonnd a 
means to settle the question without my becoming Vdril, for instance, if u new arrange¬ 
ment could lie made by some reciprocal concessions ot the two parties, my person ah a II 
certainly not stand in the way* 
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And now to finish, there is only one point more left, what can be done ? I would 
take the liberty to intimate that there arc three methods which might be adopted 

1. The beat way, and which will be a final settlement of the question, and which will 
tire vent ail difficulty in the Mure, in that Her Britannic Majesty's Embassy be pleased 
to intercede for us to obtain from the Sublime Porte for our community a Constitution 
sanctioned by His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, and this would be the greatest favour 
both of His imperial Majesty and of the British Embassy. 

3. To obtain from the Sublime Porte a set of provisional Rules to guide a new 

election, 

$, To let the Sublime Porte judge the question as beat it considers 

Most respectfully, 

(Signed) A. TH, 150YADJIAN. 
Gotten fm opto, Bible House, September 6, 1883, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 5. 

Memorandum concernii irj the Choice of a Vekiifor the Protcatoid Community. 

INASMUCH as the Vekil is, according to Imperial Firman, the head and tepre- 
^ntatetivc officer of tU^ whole Protestant community in the Empire, he ought to be the 

choice of that community, ami not of a part of it. . 

To secure tins, each separate Protestant community m the interior should, as has 
been done elect- each a representative to choose the Vekil. As the \ekd-clect should 
be a man who enjoy* the fullest confidence of the community a* to the ability, religious 
and civil standing; this Council of representatives should duly meet and cast vote by 
ballot for the man of their choice, and to secure, as lar as possible, unanimity, the man 
who leaves not less thin two-thirds of the votes should be the Vekil-dect t 

It may not be out of place to add that this has been done, and the election received 
almost universal approbation. But it is Mid to Bay unfavourable and unfriendly influences 
lutve gone to lead the Sublime Porte to reject the election. 

jt is needless to add that whatever rights and privileges granted t* othei- com¬ 
munities be denied to Protestants, this right of electing them own Yckd by their own 
representatives should not be denied. For no Government, much less the Ottoman, will 
ever deny this to any community whose existence as such bus been sanctioned by 
Imperial Act. nor compel any £omm«mty to trust their most sacred interests to a man 
whom they not only did not elect, but even opposed. Why, then, should a man be Meed 
unon a people with whom he has no ecclesiastical connection nor attends thetr religious 
services. To make such a one Vckil would be violating the most sacred rights of the 

Protestant community, religious as well as civil. 

It is hoped the British Embassy, as the old friend of the ! rotes bint community, will 
not cease to use all proper means to prevent a violation of those rights, the mere so, as 
they were secured by Her Majesty's Embassy long ago, rights which constitute the 
Protestant community a recognized body, white the violation of which threatens the 
very existence of the Protestant community* 


No. G. 

The Marquis of S(iU$ur*J *o Si> Hb White. 

fifo. 2^3.) Jfyreigti Office, September SO* 1838. 

] HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 354 of the 11th instant on the 

subject of the election of a Protestant Vekil , . . . 

Yoftr action in I.he matter is approved, and 1 concur m your view, Hint it i* 

Unit in future ... Protestant representatives at Constantinople should he asked tu 

unite with Her Majesty's Embassy in any unofficial rcpresontatifflw winch it may »c 
thought ad#fthle to make to tho Porte on b|huU' of the native 1 rotesiani community. 
You ]irc consequently at liberty to seek the en-ope ration ot your t rotes taut 

colleagues upon such occasions, ^ ^ 

(Signed) SALISBURY, 
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No* 7. 

Sir W* White to the Marquis of Salisbury ,—(JfeenVcd Oerter 22.) 

{No. 404.) 

My Lord, The rapid, October 13, 3838. 

A FEW days ago the Rev. Mr. Brooks, an English clot gym an resident at Constan¬ 
tinople, called at Her Majesty's Embassy and presented a Petition emanating from 
certain Protestant Armenians, begging that 1 should take steps at the Sublime Porto on 
behalf of ct number of their community who, it is alleged, arc suffering persecution at the 
hands of the Turkish authorities at Samsoon. 

Complaints of this kind would, in the ordinary course, lie submitted to the Protestant 
Yekil, who would be able to bring them to the notice of the Central Government. No 
Vekil lias, however, yet been dclinitely appointed, and I thought 1 should, on this ground, 
be justified in granting the community some assistance in bringing the ease before the 
Porte. 

1 accordingly caused a letter to he addressed to Mr, Brooks, of which I have the 
honour to inclose a copy, informing him that if the Armenians would draw up a Petition 
to the Grand Vizier setting forth the facts of the case, and would forward it to tho 
American Legation and to this Embassy, I wan prepared on this occasion to assist them 
in bringing the grievances of the native Proteslants before Hi* Highness. I also 
pointed out that it might be well to send a copy of the Petition to the German 
Embassy. 

The Protestant Armenians accordingly drew up a Petition in duplicate, and for¬ 
warded one copy to Mr. King, the United States 3 Charge d Alibires, and the other to 
myself; they did not, however, apply to the German Embassy, 

Mr. King subsequently consulted me in the matter, end it was agreed between ns 
that wo should both cause the Petition, of which I herewith inclose a translation, to he 
presented unofficially to the Grand Viir.ier, and this was subsequently done. 

It appears to me “although under the circumstances 1 was justified in assisting the 
Protestant Armenians in bringing a grievance to the notice of Hu; Government—that it 
would be undesirable that Her 'Majesty's Embassy should interfere actively in a matter 
which does not affect ihe interests of Her Majesty’s Government or those of British 
subjects. 1 do not, therefore, propose to take any further steps in the matter. 

I have, ike. 

(Signed) W. A* WHITE. 


In closure 1 in No. 7. 

Petition of Protestant Armenians to Or and Pizier. 

To His Highness the Grand Vizier: 

Highness, 

YOUR petitioners 1 numbly sc l forth the state of Nicolai i Eft’endi Koitzonjak Ogloti, 
an honourable merchant of Akcbani (linza of Bafra, Snndjak of Janfk, Vilayet of 
Trebizond) and a member of the Protestant community, the most loyal and faithful of 
the subjects of His Imperial Majesty, 

In accordance with the uaage and the requirements of his faith, this mao has always 
had prayers Lit his house with his family i both morning anti evening and on Sunday he 
has had hi* co-religiojiiste at worship with, him, since there is no Protestant church in 
Akcbam. This habit of worship, although permitted by the laws of the Empire, baa 
aroused the bigotry of people who are hostile to the Protestant doctrine. For this 
reason, such people at diitererd limes during the last two years have falsely alleged 
against Nicokki Hffendi that be lias opened a reading-room, that lie invites men to be 
Protestants by the use of money, and that, not being himself a priest, bo officiates* 
at weddings and at other religious rites; and the local Government. ia order to please 
those who make these accusations, bus imprisoned him repeatedly contrary to the hms, 
and several times have sent him to Bairn and Sanmoun on suck charges without the 
slightest foundation, whereby Nieokkt Eil’endi Ima been kept from the pursuit of bis 
mercantile affaire, and subjected ia very great hardship and loss, ’Within two months he 
ha* been forced to give security in the person of well-known men of rim Armenian and 
Greek communities at Sumsoun that bo will not make his liou&e a church, will not open 
n reading-room, things which lie had no intention to do, but only upon lit* giving security 
waii be released. 




—- 
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A week later the Greek Metropolitan declared that- Nicokki Mendi Ifl a disturber of 
the miWic pe$ee, that he h performing religion* functions without authority, that he 
tries to seduce people into becoming Protestant*; that he holds a Greek girl concealed m 
his house and various similar -stories ot an entirely hetitious character. 

Upon this ITicolaki Eftiidi was arreted, and sent under arrest, to the sent of 
Government of the Vifeyet, where, without trial or sentence, he is now imprisoned. 

This accusation is entirely calumnious. and is evidently on the face o± it a 
fabrication of those who tire hostile to the religious faith ot the E rotestants. Hence, 
that tlie local authorities, moved by a desire to please the Greek Metropolitan and the 
people, should repeatedly arrest Nicdaki Effimf take him from his business, and carry 
him from place Lo place in au unhappy condition* and that, after a long \wnod oi such 
conduct, they should put him iu prison at Trebiztmd without trial or sentence, i* 
evidently opposed to the love of justice of His Imperial Majesty and to the glorious laws 

Your petitioners thereby beg that Eficolaki Ulleitdi .may be restored to Ins home, 
that he may be protected from molestation in the worship of God according w the rite* 
of hi* Church, and that Hie officials who have wantonly caused an honourable man 
0O nU ieh pain and grief nod loss be made to feel the consequence legally attaching 

to *nch conduct, „ , _ . „ ... 

{On behalf of the Council ot the Protestant Communityj, 

{Signed} HOGOPOS H. DJBOJHIAlfi 
ATOMS A&ADOOYIAN. 
AVEDIS CONST A NT! AN, 

Muharrem 20) 1306 {Hital 14, 1304.) 


Incle-sure 2 in No, 7. 

SiV IF* IVhiu to the Rev. C. H, Brooks. 

g- r Therupm, September 19* 1888. 

WITH reference to the Petition that you presented to the British Embassy to-day, 

I am of opinion ttmt the bast possible roam to ndant i» to luhriae toe totoMUIt 
Armenians to draw ill) a sliorl Memotamlum in [siigiislv i»S I iirklto addressed to the 
(.rand Vizier, setting forth the details of this ease, and to send it to the American 
Legation and to this Embassy, begging that it he presented to too Grand \ mei. should 
Uie"v think it desirable they might also send a copy, Mooapnfend h.v a similar request, to 

the German Erabfissy. .. . . . 

I am prepared to assist the native Protestant community m laying their grievances 

before the Grind Vizier on this occasion pending the appointment of el Yekil, who would 
be the proper medium for calling Hie attention ol the Porte to such imUtois, 

1 I am, 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE* 


No. 3. 

EtimjzRciil Alliance to the Murynh of Sttiisbtir if. —{Received November 14,) 

yi y j j0U { 7, Adam Stmt. Strand. London, November 13, 1833. 

]{E PERKING to former correspondence oii the Hisliject of religious liberty m 
Turkey, E liavc now, on behalf of the Council of the Evangelical Alliance, % honour to 
transmit te ymir Lirnfahip an calmcl front n letter received from ow «*■««**’* 
Conslautinoiile. This matter id the continued lierscciitioii cl .Nilwlaki hllendi hoa 
received the attention of Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, and the Council 
of the Alliance venture to ask your Urdabip’s !tm<l consideration, with a view to nuttier 
representation* being madp lo the Porte, 

I have, &e, 

(Signed) A, -f. ARNOLD, Secretary, 
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Indouure in No* 3* 

The Rev- Hr, Dudght to Evangelical -iilitanee, Acndeii, 


(Extract.) Bible House, Constantinople, October 6, 1383* 

SINCE I last wrote to you the Christian merchant at Akchum, referred to m our 
Memorial as being in prison, has been released on bail (the Governor having attached 
such conditions to the bail as he supposed could not be fulfilled), and has therefore been 
allowed to return home. He had not been at home a week before an order to arrest him 
again was sent to the local Governor. 'Without explanation of the new charge tbe 
merchant (whose name is Nicokki Kouzoujak Gghlon, by Hie way) was aeized, hurried 
off under guard 50 miles to Samsoun, put on a steamer, and sent, undercharge ot soldiers* 
to Trebizond, where he was imprisoned and informed by the Chief of Police that he was to 
be banished. As soon a? his arrival wo* known in the city one of the most wealthy Moslem 
merchants of the place went to the Government House and offered to become his bail, 
in order that hi might be allowed to go out of the prison. This offer was refused* on the 
ground that hia crimes were too great to admit of bail, Later, through the kind offices 
of the Brit&h Consul, Nicokki Effondi was released on buO* and permitted to see the 
charges against him. 

These charges are:— . 

L That he has tried to deceive people, even children, into being Frotc&tanta, oy 

offering them money* 

3. That he has made his house into a church. 

3. That he has opened a reading-room in his house. . 

4 . That be Las secreted a Greek girl in his bouse, whom he detains by lorce from 


her parents. 

Nicokki Effendi 1ms been once examined by Hie Chief of Police, butThe question* 
related only to religious doctrine, especially to the doctrine of Hie Primly* -his is tue 

V r0 "'Meanwhile,^hc^Protostimt Central Council here Ending that they could get no 
attention from the Porto called at the Britfcb Embassy to hog tor help Hie 
Ambassador could not see the delegation, but scut one oi the secretaries, who told them 
that while bo would present their Memorial to the Ambassador, he wa* hound to say that 
in bis view tbe Embassy could not interfere. No reply having come to this application 
of the Protestants, after ten day* an English member of the Evangelical Aihaucc called 
at the Embassy, with the result of securing from Sir 'A ■ Vhite a promise to mtvi, aa 
intermediary in presenting a Memorial in behalf ot Nicokki Lffendi to tko Grand \ i^ier, 
since tlielProtestants have no Vekil" The Memorial fur the Grand V met has been 
prepared by the community and sent to Sir AY. White, but Hie Secretary who received 
the document took occasion to remark again that the Embassy cannot int^ere, since 
Nicokki Effendi is a Turkish subject. Hence the Protestants arc rather diub^toned* 

Nicokki ElfemU has been three weeks under arrest m rrebiamd on tkuo abeurd 
charge* of whose falsity n domiciliary visit of five minutes by the police oi Alflcham 
would have given convincing proof* So fur, tbe only thing that our effort* are known to 
have accomplished Is the acceptance of the Protestant Memorial by the Embassy lor 
trnnamission to the Grand Vizier. 


No. 9. 

The Afar g tit* of Salisbury to Sir IT* Whit*. 

<? 0i 350 ) Foreign Office, November 20* 1338. 

WITH reference to your Excellency's despatch No. 404 ot the 13th ultimo, and to 
iuv reply No. $21 of the 24th ultimo, on the subject ot tbe imprisonment ot au Armenian 
merchant named Nicokki Eifendi, lit Trebkond* I transmit to your Excellency herewith 
a cony of a letter from the Evangelical Alliance,* asking that further representation* 

should be made to the Porte on behalf of this individual, 

I also inclose a copy of my reply, f stating that the case is not one in which Her 
Majesty's Government could properly take any official action, but that your Excellency 
will be^ requested to inquire unofikk% whether the Memorial bus been considered, nn 

with what result* 


[tM] 
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i should be glad if you would intimate, unofficially, that the case is attracting 
attention in England, and would endeavour to ascertain whether any inquiry lifts been 
made into the grounds of iNicblaki Effendi’s imprisonment. 

I am, Sen. 

(Signed) S A LI S BU K Y, 


No. 10. 

Foreign Office do I3iifiJ2pe[ica£ Alliance. 

Foreign Office, November 20, 18S8, 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
0 f the 13th instant relative to the imprisonment at Trebizond of an Armenian l rotesmnt 

Christian, named Nicolaki Effcndh , __ ,, . . , 

1 am to state, in reply, that it results, from a Report received bom Her Majesty s 
Ambassador at Constantinople, that his Excellency had suggested the preparation ot a 
Petition setting forth the facts of the case, which should be forwarded to lie Bn. ish 
Embassy and to the American Legation for presentation to the Grand Vizier. toft. 
White also recommended that a copy should be sent to the German Embassy, but it does 

not appear that his advice on this point ivas followed. 

Sir W White and the United States’ Minister subsequently caused the Petition to 
be presented to the Grand Vizier. But it is his Excellency’s opinion, m which Lord 
Salisbury concurs, that, as NSeolaki Effendi is not a British subject, the case is not one in 
which Her Majesty's Government can properly take official action. 

Lord Salisbury will, however, request his Excellency to inquire, unofficially, whi ttirr 
the Petition has been considered and the facts investigated, and with what result. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


No.U* 

Evangelical Alliance to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received November 28.) 

Mv Lord 7* Addini Street, Strand, London f November 20, 1888,. 

I AM instructed by the Council of the Evangelical Alliance to thank your Lordship 
For the letter of the 20th instant, written by Sir Julian 1 auucelotc Our Council mil 
bull anxiously for the reply to the inquiries matte, under your Lordships directions, by 
Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople, as to the result of the 1 etiUon presented 
to the Grand Vizier in reference to the ease of Nicolaki Effendi, 

There is one point in your Lordship's letter upon which I have to remark* l ie 
sjLesftm of Sir William White, that a copy of the Memorial should be an* to the 
German Embassy, has, we trust, before this, been adopted, but prohab y our Committee 
in Constantinople were waiting in the hope that instructions would be issued by the 
German Government, to its Ambassador at the 1'orte in regard to the matter \t v have 
long felt it desirable that Germany, as a great Protestant l ower, should be urge 
mmnort the representations made from time to time by Sir Wdham \\ bite and the 
"United States 3 Minister upon the subject of religious libertyin .Turkey, L he German 

branch of the Evangelical Alliance has this matter in hand, and wc trust that heiore long 

instructions in this sense will go iortb from Berlin. ; . 

Again thanking your Lordship for the attention given to our communications, I 

remain, &c. (Signed) A. <L ARNOLD, Secretary. 
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